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MODERN POLITICS: 


Ye Sons of Mercy, ſtill purſue your rA, 
Drag forth the legal monſters into light; 
Wrench from their hands oppreſſion's iron rod, 
And bid the cruel feel the pains they give. 
— -en this rank age, 

How glorious were the day that ſaw this broke, 
Aud ev'ry man within the reach of right. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Tur Abolition of the Slave Trade, that grand 
cauſe of humanity, which hath lately engaged, and 
ſtill merits the attention of the Nation, remains yet 
in doubtful ſuſpence; owing to one branch of the 
Legiſlature who require farther evidence upon the 
ſubject. Every prudent attempt, therefore, to fix 


the Public mind to an object of ſuch magnitude , 2 


importance, cannot be unworthy of the man or CH 
ſtian, who is under ſo many ties to approve himf 
a lover of his kind, and a citizen of the world. 

Tho? ſeveral productions have already appeared on 
this ſubject, and this, of courſe, may be the leſs ac- 
ceptable to thoſe who are gratified only with noyel- 
ty; yet, while the trade in queſtion is ſtill authoriſed, - 

ere is a call, and room to urge our fellow: ſubjects 
to continue their exertions for its immediate and en- 
tire ſuppreſſion. This alone can ſupercede the pro- 
priety, or even neceſſity of ſuch attempts, would we 
prevent the unhappy conſequences of ſuch a traffic 
with reſpect to ourſelves. So much, however, are 
the bulk of mankind engroſſed with their own imme- 
diate concerns, that they find little time, and til] 
leſs inclination to attend to the intereſts of thoſe 
whom they haye never ſeen, and whom prejudice 
hath perhaps taught them to confider as a degrad- 
ed race of beings, formed merely for ſervitude ; and 
hit only to be employed in providing others with the 
luxuries of life, Hence, ſuch need of repeated ad- 
monition on the ſubject. 1 "ie | 

| A 2 Tho“ 
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Tho' ſeveral have of late done excellentiy, in plea- 
ding the common cauſe of humanity, yet there is 
room; and to, the diſgrace of Britons and profeſſing 
Chriſtians, but too much occaſion ſtill to urge the 
important plea: And even tho” this inhuman com- 
merce ſhould be happily aboliſhed, while Colonial 
flavery is ſanctioned” by law, and continued within 
the precincts of the Britiſh empire, our humanity 
may find abundant ſcope, and ſhould call forth every 
conſtitutional effort to aſcertain its gradual but en- 
tire abolition. It is good, faith a ſacred writer, to 
be zealouſly affected in a good thing; but our zeal . 
in ſo good a cauſe ſeems to prove like a morning 
cloud, and an early dew that foon evaporate and dif- 
appear: while objects cf far les conſequence not ſel- 
, dom engage our attention, and excite to the. molt ac- 
ire and perſevering exertions. Where our own pri- 
* vate intereſts are not intimately concerned, our hearts 
too often reſemble flint, which tho? it emits fire by 
collifion with ſteel, yet remains cold and hard as be- 
fore. But tho! well-deſigned attempts to blow up 
the latent ſparks of humanity and compaſſion, ſhould 
unhappily Fail of producing their defired effect, they 
will not however be forgot by the great Author of 
Hur nature, who regards all his works, nor loſe their 
reward. Men may ceaſe to plead their cauſe; bur it 
BN is hoped God will not, who can, and doubtleſs will, 
. when it ſeemeth him good, reſtore their capuivity, 
| as he does the exhauſted clouds. | 
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Iniquity abounds, and almoſt all ranks proclaim ' 
their hin as Sodom, and hide it not. Do not our 

„ national depravity and guilt appear of late to be ra- 
pid in their increafe ; while, alas! wrath is hereby 
4reaſured up againſt the day of wrath, and revelation 

of the righteous judgment of God—a day which may 

not be ſo remote as we are apt to imagine? In our 
atmoſphere dark clouds ſeem faſt gathering, which 
portend an impending ftorm, to which God and not 
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man can ſay; Hitherto ſhalt thou come and no fits ©. 
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ther, and here ſhall, all thy violence be ſtayed : for 
diſtreſs and miſery are the juſt reward of guilt, 2nd 
purſue it as the ſhadow does the body. It nearly 
concerns every ſubject, to exert himſelf in his place, 
to promote-reformation of manners, and effectuate 
the diſcontinuance of ſuch meaſures and practices as 
ſeem to threaten our national peace and profper'ty. 
Every Chriſtian, acting in character, will lay this to 
heart, and importune the continued favour of Hea- 
ven, that our tranquility may be lengthened out; 
contributing at the ſame time to this important ob- 
ject, by every eligible mean in his power. As man- 
kind ſubſiſt not in ſociety but in the preſent ſtate; 
public or national ſins can receive due puniſhment 
only here; whence we may conclude, that tho' the 
Judge of all the earth may long exerciſe forbearance 
towards a guilty people, which is abundantly verified 
in our own experience, he will not, however, ſuſfer 
them to paſs always unpuniſhed in this world, May 
the God of heaven convince us, that while our fins 
and infidelity abound, his judgments cannot ſlumber, 
or be eventually warded off; and that no ſucceſs or 
proſperity can juſtify our ſelf-confidence and carnal ,- 
ſecurity! _ 5 Y, | 

Among the many things which ſerve to aecumu- 


late our public guilt, and, of courſe, to endanger 


our national peace and felicity, the deep and erimi- 
nal hand we have ſo long had, and ſtill wiſh to have; 
in the barbarous traffic of our fellow creatures, is 
none of the leaſt; however few regard it in thisſe- 


rious light. The great Governor among the nations 


may permit a variety of cauſes to concur in his Pro- 
vidence, in forwarding theſe very events, by which 
he means to puniſh our criminal conduct in this and 
other inſtances; and our pertinacious efforts to hold 
faſt a branch of commerce, replete with difgrace. 
and guilt, and that in the face of remonſtrance and 
conviction, ſeems to forebode no good to theſe lands. 
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The decifion of the Houſe of Commons, laſt ſeſ- 
ſion of Parliament, refpecting the Slave trade, fully 
authoriſes us in reprobating it, and the meaſures em- 
ployed to ſupport it, in the moſt pointed terms; and 
at the ſame time juſtifies our perſeverance in de- 
manding its ſpeedy and total ſuppreſſion, indepen- 
dent of the moral neceſſity of the meaſure. Can we 
but regret, that they ſhould give, at leaſt a great 
majority of the Houſe, their ſuffrage and ſanction 
to the continuance of this commerce for a certain 
period; while they had, almoſt with the ſame breath, 
| 8 condemned it, as inhuman, cruel, un- 
juſt, &&. Is not this ſaying upon the matter, to all 
who have - preſented petitions, and publickly expreſ- 
fed their wiſhes on the ſubject, Your wiſhes and 
rayers ſhall be granted, only when ſo many years 
25 elapſed: meantime it is judicially determined to 
ſupport a ſyſtem, ſeen and owned to be fraught with 
oppreſſion, cruelty, injuſtice and murder, with al} 
their kindred train of evils, in an increaſing mea- 
ſure!! But, however apt both the multitude and 
our rulers may be to forget the cafe of our poor A- 
ftrican brethren, theſe fill to hold faſt this ſyſtem of 
iniquity, on account of its ſordid emolument, and 
thoſe to grow remiſs in their applications to them 
for wh 4 of their gricvances; yet we gladly hope the 
time te favour them may not be far diſtant, that 
the Lord of the whole earth, the Father of all, may 
be now ſaying concerning them, as he once did con- 
cerning his oppreſſed people, I have ſurely ſeen 
the affliction of my people, and have heard their 
« cry and their groaning, by reaſon of their taſk- 
«© maſters: for I know their ſorrows-—-And I am 
« come down to deliver them out of the hand of the 
« Egyptians-—Behold their cry is come unto me: 
« and I have alſo ſeen the oppreſſion wherewith the 
« Egyptians oppreſs them” +. 
One is tempted to think, there muſt be ſomething 


egre- 


+ Exod, 3. Ads 7. 24, 


Chhriſtianity alone grafts on the trueſt principles, and 


(22-1) 


egregiouſly defeCtive in any government that can con- 
nive at, or ſanction in any of its ſubjeas, or in any 
part of its dependencies, ſuch evils as attend this 
traſſic in all its ſtages. We can ſcarce ſuppoſe that 
the ſpirit which patroniſes Slavery abroad, can be 
very Friendly to reform at home, or thoſe who abet 
its cauſe. Such as deſire this, on conſtitutional or 
liberal principles, cannot furely be indifferent to the 
continuance of Slavery, with its attendant evils, in 
any part of our dominions. Thoſe, therefore who 
aſſociate for the purpoſes of internal reform, acting 
conſiſtently, and approving themſelves worthy of the 
bleffings they at preſent enjoy as Britiſh ſubjects, and 
farther ſeek to obtain, muſt be diſpoſed to embrace 
every opportunity, preſented in Providence, of ex- 
tending theſe ro their fellow men; and particularly 
to our African brethren, who Have fo long groaned 
under tyranny and oppreſſion in their moſt dreadful 
and degrading form. Neceſſary as internal reform 
in ſome things may be, we are indeed unworthy to 
obtain it, could we. ſuffer a traffic ſtill to ſubſiſt a- 
mong us, without due exertions on our part. to pre- 
vent it, for the ſake of enriching a few unfeeling, 
intereſted individuals,--—a trathe which ſpreads ter- 
ror and deſolation, bloodſhed and ſlaughter over fo 
great a part of the inhabited earth; - nay more, 
would diſcover ſuch diſpoſitions as, in the nature of 
things, muſt make it impoſſible for us to enjoy it, if 
obtained. Many. pretend to patriotiſm, who would 
confine its exerciſe within very narrow bounds, be- 
yond which they can ſee nothing entitled to their 
love, praiſe or benevolence. But the true patriot 
views himſelf as a citizen of the world at large, and 
all mankind as his brethren; whence he ardently 
wiſhes for the happineſs of the whole human race, 
to promote which he is eager to embrace every op- 
rtunity and eligible mean, tho' to the prejudice of 
is own intereſt as an individual. Such patriotiſm 


Or ces 


(8) 
enforces by the propereſt motives; and where this is: 
diſcarded, it is a queſtion if true patriotiſm can ſub» - 
liſt. ren | | | 4 


The preſent political ferment, which hath been 
apprehended to menace the tranquility of the State, 
and ſap the pillars of the Throne itſelf, may perhaps 
be ju y viewed, without incurring the charge of 
fanaticiſm, as permitted by Heaven to puniſh the 
deep concern we have ſo long had in the trade in 

queſtion, and our ſtrange obſtinacy in refuſing to let 
it go, when Providence is viſibly pleading with us 
ang other nations on account of it; as may be ſeen 
in the alarming flate-of St. Domingo for ſome tim& 
paſt ; would men but open their tyes to view it, and 
firmly believe that a ſuperiptending Providence re- 
gulates the affairs of mortals, and ſometimes recom- 
pences the workers of iniquity. Did our Legiſla- 
ture lately, upon the remonſtrance and el 
treaty of ſo reſpectable a part of the Community, 
put a period to this ſyſtem of iniquity, with all the 
Horrid evils to which it gives birth, from a juſt ab- 
horrence of theſe, and a laudable ſenſe of juſtice and 
equity, we may venture to ſay, that this would hap- 
pily tend to ward off deſerved judgments; to add 
luſtre and ſtability to the Throne; and ſecure the 
continuance of our national peace and proſperity. 
They that walk uprightly walk ſurely ar honeſty, 
or integrity of conduct, will eventually be found the 
beſt policy; both which maxims apply equally to large 
communities, and to individuals. But” too many, 
like the dog in the. fable, loſe the ſubſtance, in their 
eager attempts to graſp at the ſnadow. Whatever be 
the event of preſent firuggles at home and abroad; 
or the blame individuals may incur, the. Lord will 
appear to be juſt when pe ſpeaketh, and clear when 
he judgeth. | * . W8 | 
__ © Afﬀterexpreſling, no longer ſince than laſt year, in 

ſo public a manner, ſuch two and reſolutions 
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reſpecting the nature and effects of the Slave trade, 
could one imagine the zeal of the nation in fo good 
a cauſe, would ſo ſoon abate, or become apparently 
extinct? It is indeed no eaſy matter to bring the 
multitude to unite in the cauſe of virtue and huma- 
nity, and ſtill more ſo to ſecure their perſevering ef- 
forts. + But can the nature of things, or the judge- 
ment of God, and an enlightened conſcience refpec- 
ting them, vary with the ſapſe of time, or with the 
imprefſions they produce on our minds? Verily 
not : for truth and juſtice, with all their claims, like 
their Divine author, are the ſame yeſterday, to-day 
and for ever: and out of our own mouth ſhall ke 
therefore judge us. Whatever the guilt contracted, 
in conſequence of this traffic, or any other part of. 
our conduct, may be, as there is yet at leaſt a per- 
adventure the Lord may be gracious to theſe lands, 
let us not fail to lay hold of every eligible mean that 
may tend to avert his merited wrathz---let us not fail 
to conſider the ſituation, and plead the cauſe of the 
injured and oppreſſed, till redreſs is obtained, that 


their cry may not ſtill riſe up to Heaven againſt us* 


for the Lord is a God of judgment, and by him ac- 
tions are weighed. Let ſuch as practiſe this traffic, 
for the ſake of private gain, and thoſe who defend it, 
from its fppoed utility to the State, bear in mind 
that riches fo acquired ſhall not profit in the day of 
wrath,---that il|-gotten wealth will one time prove a 
terror and a burden to the owner let them not for- 
get, that the ſolemn period is jult at hand, when the 
oh or wages of de ſhall be ſeen and 
elt as the price of an Aceldama, a field of blood : 
And who would caſt ſuch a price into the Treaſury, 
or depoſit it in his private coffer? Touch applies 
what the apoſtle James ſaith of thoſe rich men, who 
fraudulently keep back the hire of the labourers that 
cultivate and reap their fields, whoſe cries enter into 
tue cars of the Lord; “ Weep and howl for the m- 
* feries that ſhall come upon you. Your riches are 

| « corrupted 
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© corrupted—Your gold and ſilver is cankered; and 
* the ruſt/ of them ſhall be a witneſs againſt you, and 
« ſhall eat your fleſh as it were fire: ye have heaped 
« treaſure together for the laſt days.” 

The following Thoughts on Modern Politics, as 
comprehenſive of the ſyſtem of African ſlavery, 
{which are partly original, and partly ſelected), are 
- humbly meant to ſerve the cauſe of humanity, juſtice 

and religion, the laſt of which, however emal to 
human ee cannot proſper, while the con- 
cerns of the two firſt are either overlooked or ob- 
ſtructed. Hence the friends and advocates of ſlave- 
ry, who are in effect the enemies of true liberty, 
may be juſtly. viewed as the enemies of religion, and, 
of courſe, as the enemies both ef God and man. 


= 


Wildom however is en of her children, whoſe 


conduct will ever reflect honour on the principles b 
which they ate aCtuated, and the cauſe in which 
they embark. 52 
With regard to the political conteſts of the day, 
we can ſcarce form a better wiſh for our Country, 
than that our Rulers may be directed, in the preſent 


critical conjuncture, to adopt and obſerve ſuch mea- 


ſures as may be beſt calculated to aſcertain and pro- 
mote a good underſtanding with foreign Powers, and 
good order, proſperity and ſubordination in the State; 


and that ſubjects may be induced to live quiet and 


peaceable lives under them in all godlineſs and ho- 
neſty. This may be attained without attempting to 
overturn the radical form of our Conſtitution, could 
any be found mad enough to defire this;---for while 
we wiſh, or ought to wiſh, other nations ſucceſs in 
their attempts to renovate their own, ſo far as this 
may conduce to human happineſs; let us bleſs Hea- 
ven that we are not yet under the diſagreeable neceſ- 
fity of copying their example. What prudent per- 
_ fon would propoſe to demoliſh an ancient and ſtate 
fabric, in whieh he had long lived with eaſe and plea- 
| p * ſure, 
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ſure, in order to rear a new one, while a Tew ſlight 
repairs, which the unavoidable effects of time make 
neceſſary, are ſufficient to render it both commodi- 
ous, ſtrong and graceful? But, purſuing the ſimi- 
litude, neceſſary repairs, too long neglected, may 
endanger the ruin of the whole edifice. The friends 
and abettors, therefore, of thoſe meaſures, which, 
however openly they ate often practiſed, cannot eu- 
dure the light, or bear a cool and diſpaſſionate exa- 
mination, are in effect the enemies of their King and 
Country, and, perſiſting in ſuch conduct, may drive 
matters to ſuch extremities as we reprobate in a 
neighbouring kingdom. Similar caufes may be ap- 
prehended to produce like effects, if left to their na- 
tive operation; and theſe effects, at a certain ſtage, 
may admit neither of effectual oppoſition nor re- 
ſtraint, and may prove alike pernicious to thoſe who 
have had an active hand in producing them, and to 
thoſe who have exerted themſelves to prevent them, 
by urging a-timely reformation; with this material 
difference, that the latter will have the ſatisfaftion to 
reflect, that they exerted themſelves to prevent the 
evils the obſtinacy of their opponents had accelerated. 
Such then as oppoſe reform, from whatever mo- 
tives, ſhould they ſucceed in their oppoſition, will 
ſooner or later find they are cheriſhing, in exiſting 
abuſes, a viper that will one time or other ſting even 
themſelves, or their children to the heart. If the 
continued peace and proſperity of our Country do 
not weigh with them, this ſhould have its weight, 
at leaſt with the more ſclf-intereſted among them. 
But, intereſting as reform may be, the goodneſs 
of the end propoſed will not, however, ſanction the 
uſe of improper means, in order to attain it: for we 
mult not do evil that good may come. Tumults of 
every kind are to be dreaded as a peſt in the ſtate; 
for ſeldom, if ever, can they be productive of real 
good, and no worthy ſubject, or good Chriſtian will 
give them the leaſt countenance. A licentious or 
diſorderly 


'1 
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MAſorderly ſpiri 1; | 
Aab Ne e lower, claſſes 


Rind,; is the'very bang of Society; and inflead 
of promifing a beneficaal, or permanent reform, 

a people:xipe for ruin, and paves the. ay for 
The A he irection applies here, Let al 


things be done decently and in order, As lav's wi- 


. * thout liberty become an engine of tyranny fand op- 
preſſion: ſo liberty without laws, were ſuch a thing 


poſſible, or when laws ceaſe to operate, muſt de- 
generate into licentiouſneſs? Of the two, the for- 
mer is more tolerable, were it not that the latter, will 


fpeedily effectuate either its own deſtruction or cure. 
The obligations on rulers and ſubjects, tho! diſtinc 
in themſelves, are of a reciptocal nature, and the 
obſervance of the duties reſulting from them hath a 
mutual and happy influence. What the Apollle 
faith of the relative duties of parents and children ap- 
plies in this caſe; „Children, obey your parents in 


« the Lord: for this is right; And ye fathers, pro- 


'* yoke not your children to Wrath.“ Tho' the fai- 
lure of duty on one ſide, will W ide La hey 
of it on the other; yet, ſuch is 

man nature, that the former too commonly produces 
the latter. | ney bad 


e. depravity.of hu- 


- 


The Reader who feels him ſelf intereſted in the 


s © 


important tranſactions at preſent going. on in the 
world, will not be diſobliged at ſuch ſtrictures here, 
and in the following pages, as theſe naturally ſug- 
geſted. Tho' they may indeed, at firſt ſight, ſeem 
diſtinct from the main object propoſed, and firſt in- 
tended, in this publication; yet is it conceived, that 
very little reflexion will ſerve to ſhew, they are not 


3 to it: for theſe things that make revolutions, 
orm in ſtates neceſſary, originate from the very 


ſame principle that cheriſhes flavery in the groſſeſt 
ſenſe, or is the ſpring and ſoul of African thraldom. 
The ſucceſs of the former, ſo far as the beſt intereſts 
of mankind are concerned, muſt ſurely have a happy 
influence on the latter, and is therefore to be 17 7 

| Vvoutly 
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vourly wiſhed by every one worthy of the Chriſtian 
name, and the rights of citizens. Is it poſſible to 
wiſh well to the ſucceſs of Chriſtianity in the world, 
and yet remain unconcerned at theſe grand events 
which Providence ſeems to employ. with apparent 
view, ultimately, to promote its ſpread and influ- 
ence? Without doubt, whatever tends to baniſh 
ignorance and religious bigotry from among man- 
kind, and to diſſolve the chains which tyranny and 
oppreſſion have for ages been forging and wreathing 
about their neck, muſt at the ſame time have a hap- 
py tendency to promote the influence of a religion, 
the precepts of which are pure and peaceable, its 
doctrines clear, heavenly and conſolatory, its rites 
and obſervances, an eaſy yoke—a rational ſervice 
and its leading law, love to God, and to all our fel- 
low men. | i 2 | 
How far the Moſt High may mean to chaſtiſe the 
guilty inhabitants of theſe lands, by the train of e- 
vents which are taking place at preſent in the world, 
none can pretend to ſay. Certain it is, however, 
our carnal ſecurity and confident boaſting, can fur- 
nith no proof of the continuance of our proſperity 
and ſafety, if they may not be viewed as a preſage 
of our impending ruin; being too clear a proof of 
our fatal infidelity, notwithſtanding our profeſhons 
of ſuperior regard to Deity, and reproaches of thoſe 
whom we deem inferior to ourſelves in this reſpect. 
Our Lord tells us, That the inhabitants of the old 
world did eat and drink, married wives and were 
given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered 
into the ark: and the flood came and deſtroyed 
them all: Alſo that in the days of Lot, the inhabi- 
tants of the devoted cities of the plain, ate and drank, 
bought and ſold, planted and builded, till the day 
that he, warned by the angels commiſſioned to exe- 
cute the Divine dccree, went out of Sodom, when 
it rained fire and brimflcnz from heaven, and de- 


B ſtroyed 


) 


ſtroyed them all f. That it hath been thus, whatever 
time the Son of man hath been revealed, by any ſig. 
nal viſitation. of his providence, the hiſtory of paſt 
ages can n atteſt. That it ſhall be ſo in fu- 
ture, and even with Britain in the day of viſitation, 
notwithſtanding ſuch awful examples of Divine juſ- 
tice, held up for our admonition, there is but too 
much reaſon to fear. 1111 1 
When God of old threatened to inflict impending 
judgments on the Jews, for their rebellious conduct, 
inſtead of taking warning, and forſaking their evil 
courſes, they either called the truth of ſuch. threa, Wilſ q 
tenings in queſtion, or fondly perſuaded themſelves p 
the period of their accompliſhment was at a conſi- Wc 
a diſtance. Hence, ſays the ſacred, oracle, un 
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« Behold, they of the houſe of Iſreal ſay, the viſion n 

e“ that he ſeeth is for many days to come, and he n 
| : c“ propheſieth of the times that are far off ; when, Wn 
| lo, the meaſure of their iniquity was full, and the jo 
threatened calamity about to be inſtantly inflited. ti. 

So far did their infidelity impoſe upon them, that Wc 

the meſſengers of Heaven did not eſcape the effects Hin 

of their reſentment; becauſe they troubled them with N 

frequent warnings of their imminent danger, and fcc 

. importunate exhortations, in the name of the Lord, Wnc 
2 to reform their ſentiments and conduct, as the only nc 
means of ſafety. So very apt are men, alas! to flat- Wn: 
ter themſelves into a ſtate of fatal ſecurity, when be 
their prevailing temper and conduct mark them ripe Wc: 
for aggravated ruin. May we in theſe highly favour w. 
ed, but guilty lands, be happily preſerved from tread- an 
ing in the ſame, or ſimilar paths, that offended Hea- ch. 
ven make us not ſharers of their plagues or worſe! Han 
The wiſe and prudent foreſee the evil, even at a di- Wor 
ſtance, and timely conſult their own ſafety : but the | 
ſimple, the thoughtleſs and ſecure, paſs on, with u- Ar. 
ſual pace, in their former courſes, and are puniſhed; ne. 
yea, deſtroyed, and that without remedy. The os 
th ., Fn ay 
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thor is led to offer theſe reflexions at-preſent to the 
ſerious conſideration of his Countrymen, tho' he 
ſhould be thought to have gone out of his road to 
make them, and may receive neither thanks nor com- 
penſation for his pains ; fully perſuaded we have all 
a deep concern in them, and that they ſhall be real- 
ized in their ſeaſon, unleſs we are ſo wiſe and virtu- 
tuous as to prevent this by a timely change of con- 
duct. | 


Since this Tract was prepared for the Preſs, tlie 
queſtion of the Slave trade was once more moved in 
Parliament, and the Public need ſcarce be told the 
conſequence, In a full Houſe laſt ſeſſion, a large 
majority voted the gradual abolition of this traſhc 
neceſſary, as being cruel, inhuman, unjuſt, &. li- 
miting it to a certain period: but this ſeſſion, when 
not a fourth part of the Houſe was aſſembled, a ma- 
jority of eight, by rejecting the motion, aſſure us 
that the abolition is totally unneceflary ! Thus we 
ſee Parliaments, like individuals, can at times act 
inconſiſtently. But the former deciſion was given 
when their hearts were a little molified, and their 
conſcience ſo touched, as to conſtrain them to pro- 
nounce it as above: but ſince, like Pharaoh, the 
noble leader and pattern of all tyrants, and taſk- 
maſters, their tranſient feelings of humanity have 
been loſt, and their hearts become obdurate and in- 
ſenſible to the miſeries of their fellow creatures; 
whence they refuſe to let this traffic go, tho' God 
and man ſhould loudly demand it. But it is pleaded, 
that policy requires this in preſent circumſtances; 
and was there ever even a tyrant that could not plead | 
lome political reaſons for his meaſures? Pharaoh, in 
ppreſſing the Iſraelites, and {laying their male chit 
ren, propoſed to his people only to treat them with 
ieceflary policy; © Come (ſays he) let us deal wiſe- 
ly with them.” Need we heſitate a moment to 
ay, that this is not the wiſdom from above, tho' it 

«102 ſhould 
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ſhould acquire the ſanction of royalty itfeif; that it 
ſavours of the earth, as an apoſtle expreſſes it, and i; 
earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh ? This is not the verdiq 
of man, but of God, who neither can be deceived, 
nor deceive. That which ſtateſmen term policy or 
wiſdom, and deem calculated to promote national 
proſperity, not ſeldom is the greateſt iniquity and 
folly z whence their meaſures are often fraught with 
guilt and ruin, as verified in the cafe of the haugh- 
ty tyrant referred to above, and his people, who 
were blind and criminal enough to approve of, or a- 
bet his tyranny. But, in ac! ing contrary to their de. 
clared conviction, their own lips condemn them and 
not I, and out of their own month ſhall they be 
Judged at the folemn tribunal of the univerſal Judge, 
where they muſt ſhortly appear, ſtripped of every 
veſtige of prefent authority. To them the words of 
God, addreſſed to that ancient tyrant, too juſtly ap- 
ply: As yet exalt ye yourſelves againſt my people, that 
ye will not let them go? Refuſe ye till to break of 
this inhuman traffic, againſt which | have ſo often 


revealed my wrath from heaven? What a pity, that 


"the policy of the great rulers of the earth ſhould fo 
often allow them to patroniſe crnelty, oppreſhon, 


injuſtice and inhumanity 3 anch abet, perhaps fome- 
times while eee k f # truthito com 
ſeſs that they ſee their-mekfhfegth that very ligfit! 
When the motion reſpeckin the Slave trade wg 
lately made in Parliament Mr Fox, among other 
excellent obſeryations, hall the following. © | trbſ 
in God that the vote of every one who aſſented to 
« the reſolutions of laſt year, was the refult of hi 
« conviction of conſciengg ;..I truſt too that a vote 
« fo much to their honour, and which had entitled 
t them to the applauſe of- all Europe, will not nov 
e be abandoned. I therefore would adviſe the Houl: 
-« to regard the preſent as a very ſit time to take thi 
c ſubject up, and to ſhew to all Europe that the 
„ Parliament of Great Þritain ſhall never lofe fight 
L | 8 & "ao 

* 3 


= *Þ 
> * 
\ vi 
. % * 
= » a, 
„ 
. MW 
—- 
1 


e ͤ ͤ· af CE TREE” , ˙-‚ ̃ ⁵ůͥ˖ ʃ ‚0— i. wn Se EISESS 


(217) 


of the principles of honour, juſtice and humanity. 
« That their Government is honourtble—that their 
« pledge is faithfully adhered to that when they de- 
« clare they deteſt anarchy and confufion, they love 
« the principles of real liberty; that they ſincerely 
« wiſh for the happineſs of mankind, and revere the 
« rights of nature.“ He concludes by expreſſing 
his hopes, that the Houſe would not purſue a ſtep 
ſo diſreputable to its own honour and dignity, ſo 
© difſatisfaftory to the Public in general, as to re- 
© linquiſh their former opinion, or, in other words, 
© to tell the world at large, there was no ſincerity in 
© their declaration on a former day, and that they 
© had completely given up even the gradual abolition 
© of the Slave trade; that they never would reſolve 
© upon that meaſure at this or any other period.“ He 
contended ſtrenuouſly, againſt all delay in reſuming 
the buſineſs, remarking that gentlemen ſeemed to 
have forgotten that the Houſe not only reſolved laſt 
year that the trade ſhould be aboliſhed in 1796, but 
came to ſeveral other reſolutions as to regulations 
which were to be adopted in the gi. which 
were now prevented from taking effect. Thus we 
ſce that the ſupreme Court of the nation hath once 
more denied an impartial hearing to the cauſe. of 
their oppreſſed African brethren ; and ſo given too 
much reaſon to ſuſpect that they with to evade it al- 
together. But, indeed, we may deſpair of a Britiſh 
ſenate, of the preſent complexion, ultroniouſly doing 
them juſtice $ yet reſt aſſured that the Lord of hea- 
yen will, and the more ſo as human juſtice lends a 
deaf ear to their cry. The more remarkable will 
their deliverance- appear, when effected, the leſs of 
human interpoſition 1s to be ſeen in it; and the time 
to favour them, in ſpite of all the carnal policy of 
their enervies, we venture to predict, is not far di- 
Rant. For the oppreſſion of the poor, for the ſigh- 
ing of the needy, now I ariſe, {faith the Lord,) 
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& T will ſet him in ſafety from him that puffeth at 
„ him“ , and ſuch as would plead his — 1 
May we not venture to ſay, that there is but one 
opinion, and one wiſh, concerning this deteſtable 
commerce, with all who have —— to know its na- 
ture and fruits; thoſe excepted whom intereſt, or 
the influence of intereſted men hath rendered blind 
and callous to the degraded fituation, and unexamp- 
kd ſufferings of their fellow creatures; and ſuch are 
quite diſqualified to be competent judges of the mat- 
ter. To ſuppoſe that any others, who have paid the 
leaſt attention to the ſubject, would be againſt the 
_ abolition, were to libel humanity, and to offer the 
groſſeſt inſult to every ſuſceptible mind. Is it not a 
little ſurpriſing, that a miniſter, who on almoſt every 
other occaſion hath a majority at his devotion, ſhould 
on this queſtion not have better marfhalled his mini- 
ſterial phalanx; eſpecially, if we take it for granted, 
that his oſtenſible any met the idezs, and re- 
ceived the countenance of his royal maſter? Mercy 
3s the brighteſt gem in the diadem of princes, by the 
due exerciſe of which kings and rulers reſemble the 
great Lord of all. The moſt proper object of mercy 
is, innocence ſtruggling with oppreſſion and wretch- 
edneſs, of which the live trade furniſhes an almoſt 
infinite variety of inſtances; and, of courſe, ample 
fcope for the due difplay of that royal virtue. Ihe 
attention of the Public hath, by various means, been 
fo often directed to this ſubject, that poſlibly they 
may now be tempted to view it as an almanac out of 
date; tho' there is yet perhaps more cauſe than ever 
to renew the effort. But ſhould we think it out of 
date, as to our attention to it, and concern with it; 
may it not be aſſerted as a truth, founded om God's 
moral adminiſtration, and the expreſs dictates of his 
word, that it is not yet out of date, with regard to 
the puniſhment which our criminal hand in it, for 
fo long a period, and in fo large a meaſure, hath ſo 
; richly 
1 Pal. 12. 5. 
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richly deſerved ? which puniſhment will overtake in 
due ſeaſon, when it will be found not fo eaſy to e- 
vade it. "Theſe and the like remarks, which the Rea- 
der will find in this Tract, proceed not from a ſpirit 
of enthuſiaſm, a diſtempered imagination, or diſaf- 
fection to our Country or Government; the proſpe- 
rity of which conſtitutes the Author's earneſt defire, 
and the ſubjeCt of his daily requeſts to Heaven: but 
fron: ſome little knowledge of the word of God, and 
attention to the uſual conduct of his providence z and 
from a fixed hear: concern that theſe lands may eſ- 
cape the effects of the Divine diſpleaſure, which is 
already kindled againſt us. Let this apologize, if = 
apology be neceſſary, for the diſproportionable lengt 
of this Introduction. Before I conclude it, however, 
I beg leave to add a few remarks on a late trial which 
excited the attention of the Public. | 


The friends and advocates of the Slave trade en- 
joyed a ſhort triumph, in conſequence of the deciſion 


in the affair of Captain Kimber; for great was their 


exultation on that occaſion, Two of the principal 
witn-fles on the fide of the proſecution were commit- 
ted to ſtand trial for the crime of perjury; one of 
whom was afterwards adjudged guilty. The Cap- 
tain's acquittal, however, from the * brought 
againſt him, and their commitment, did not proceed 
upon a full diſcloſure of the facts in the caſe, in his 
favour, but merely upon a contradiction in their e- 
vidence on ſome collateral point. The other witneſs 
was tried alſo upon the facts which he had ſtated in 
evidence againſt the Captain, and after a full hearing, 
was acquitted by the unanimous verdict of the Jury; 
lo clear and complete was the teſtimony of the wit- 
neſſes adduced in his favour, During the trial, ſuch. 


a ſhocking ſcene was laid open, that the whole Court 
and ſpectators were much affected; and the learned 
Judge on the bench expreſſed his utter abhorrence of 
tuck a cruel and nefarious ſyſtem as is practiſed — 


"——  — , 
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che trade in queſtion; declaring his full perſuaſion, 


that not only the preſent witneſs was innocent of the 
crime for which he had been indicted to {land trial, 
but alſo the other who had been lately found guilty. 
All this hath been declared to the Public in the news- 
papers; nor has any part of it been openly denied or 
controyerted. It is hence eaſy to ſee in what light 
we are to view the Captain, notwithſtanding his ac- 


quittal, and native to infer, that tho' he may eſcape 


the puniſhment due to his crimes from the hand of 


man, yet the equitable Judge of all will not ſuffer 
him, nor any that ſupport, or proſecute the ſame 


hateful cauſe, to eſcape his righteous judgment; un- 
le ſs repentance and obtained mercy, prevent the ex- 
ecution of their too well- merited doom. 

It is hoped the Reader, in peruſing the following 
ſheets, will have the goodnceſs to excuſe any inaccu- 
Tacies he may diſcover, and to put a candid conſtruc. 
tion on whatever may not coincide with his own i- 
deas; for, on a cloſe review of the ſubjects advert- 
ed to, it is not eaſy to expreſs the ſentiments of a 
ſuſceptible mind, and not verge to what ſome may deem 


an extreme. The intereſts of truth and humanity, 


and not any party motives, were the Author's object 
throughout the whole; but how far he has ſucceeded, 
muſt be left to the judgment of the candid Reader. 


Truth always claims reſpect on its own account, and 


tho' times may occur when it is deemed unſcaſon- 
able; yet when it ſerves to excite the oppoſition, or 
procure the cenſure of thoſe whoſe evil deeds are ex- 


_ . poſed by it, this is no mean proof that it is not out 


of ſeaſon. The ſelected pieces are of ſuch a nature 
as to recommend themſelves, and ſupply the defects 
of the original which accompanies them. Tho' the 


addreſſes to Heaven, which occaſionally occur in the 


1 * 


following pbem, may not ſtand the teſt of ſtrict cri- 


ticiſm, nor be reliſhed, on that account, by ſome 
whom the Author, however, would wiſh to pleaſe; 
yet ſome pious Chriſtians may find themſelves = 
TH # poſe 
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poſed to exeuſe, if not to join cordially in them, as 
flowing fro the nature of the ſubject, and calculat- 
ed to expreſs the heit feelings of à benevolent heart, 
to that adorable Being who will not upbraid for ſuch 
freedom; - who can turn the hearts of all men at 
pleaſure, and the captivity tf the people in queiton 
as Rreams in the ſouth. The leſs the Powers of earth 
are diſpoſed to liſten to the cry of their neceſſity, the 
more one feels himſelf excited, on reviewing their 
caſe, to commit it to the Judge of all the earth, who 
hath promiſed to execute judgment and righteouſneſs 
for all thoſe that are oppreſſed; and will doubtlefs 
do right in reviewing and redreſſing their wrongs. 
With regard, therefore, to the more immediate 
objects of this publication, it is much to be wiſhed 
men would duly weigh the above, in connection with 
the appoſite truths recorded by the Royal Pſalmiſt ; 
and then it would be much leſs difficult to perſuade 
them to exerciſe juitice and humanity towards the 
injured and — 2 % Blefled is he that conſider- 
« eth the poor,” the oppreſſed and enſlaved; the 
„Lord will deliver him in time of trouble. The 
« Lord will preſerve him and keep him alive, and 
* he ſhall be blefſed upon the earth; and thou wilt 
not deliver him into the will of his enemies. The. 
Lord will ſtrengthen him upon the bed of languiſn- 
ing: thou wilt make all his bed in his ſickneſs” 4. 


5 N * 7 Pſal. 41. 1, 2, 3. 
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Thou 550 ſeen, for thou beboldeft mifobief we ite 10 


requite it with thy hand: the poor committeth himſelf 
wnto thee, thou art — belper of the fatherleſs.—Lord, 
thou 75 heard the defire of the humble : thou wilt 
cauſe t ear to hear : to judge the fe atherleſs and 
the oppreſſed, that the man of the earth may no more 
opprefi. — For the oppreſſion of the poor, for the figh- 
ing of the needy, now will I ariſe, ſaith the Lord: 
I will fet him in Jety from himt hat puffeth at him.— 

Hear this, O ye that feuallow up the needy, even to 
make the poor to fail; _ buy the poor for falver, 
and the needy for a pair of fhoes.=The Lord hath 
fworn, Surely Iwill 2 4 any of their works. 
| Shall not the land tremble for this, and every one 
nurn that dwelleth therein, and the end thereof be 
as a bitter day *——1 will ſet mine eyes pen them for 
evil, and not for good 

They conſder not in che hearts, that I remember all 
their wicekdneſs : now. their own doings have beſet 
them” about, they are 7 . my fuce.— 


Yr Friends of virtue, to compaſſion prone, 
Whoſe ſighs are heav'd for ſorrows not your ownz 
Whoſe breaſt partakes a brother's yrief and pain, 
Pleaſe, lend attend * plaintive ſtrain. — 
a ere 
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Here no vain motive prompts a venal lay, 5 
'Tis nature ſpeaks, her dictates I obey. 
I plead for merey to an injur'd race, 
Yet not for mercy as an act of grace; 
'[is juſtice due to all of Adam ſprung, | 
Whate'er their clime, religion, hue or tongue. 10 
—O for ſome ſparks of pure poetic fire, 
And {kill ta touch, perſuaſion's friendly lyre, 
That may ſome breaſts to ſoft compaſſion move, 
And wake the pow'rs of ſympathy and love 
That, like a meteor, our late zeal don't die, 15 
While Afric's wrongs no ardor freſh ſupply |! 
True, in chis cauſe done well have not a few, ä 
Vet is there need the effort to renew, 0 
Till juſtice rous'd, no more her ear denies, 
But grants relief in anſwer to our cries. 20 
For ſhould we ceaſe the injur'd's cauſe to plead, 
Offended Heav'n will make the greater ſpecd, 
Their wrongs to puniſh and redreſs as yore, 
When proud Mizraim humbled, did deplore. 
Infernal commerce in the human race, 20 
Whoſe ſway imparts to all concern'd diſgrace; 
Unfolds the paſſions of a callous foul, 
Whoſe ruling luſt the baſeſt views controul ! 
Deteſted, canine appetite for gold, 
Which to ſecure beſt human rights are fold ! 30 
Who can thy bane, or half thy fruits deſcribe, 
Which taint the heart, and ray dar conſcience bribe? 
Thy curſed train Britannia's guilt doth ſwell, 
And juft deſert is deepeſt ſhades of hell; , . 
Where ſons of- vice ſhall ceaſcleſs tortures feel, 35 
Whole breaft *gainſt pity was obdur'd as ſteel. 
Ah, long, too long hath reaſon ſhut her ear, 
And dormant nature ſpar'd the tribute tear 
Too long deny'd have Britons to their kind, 
That fellow-feeting man from man ſhould find I. 40 
Too long have Chriſtians wink'd at deep diſtreſs, 
Conniy'd at meaſures which their kind oppreſs! 
Can we fo ſoon our late reſolves forget, yes 
Which, ah, forebodes our own impending fate? 


„For 


And heart fo oft ſpeaks thro” the melting eye, 


Why at ſuch coſt ſtill court the tragic ſcene, 


What tho not fair, like you, ein nature's die, 


Nor once from theſe withdraw the human mind, 


„ 
r 
Arn 


For ignorante can now no more atone, 45 
Since gur black crimes in this vile trade are know. 
Should juſtice urge, but urge in vain her plea,” * | 
Muſt not this heighten our iniquity; I | 
Make Pritain's guilt, lang finge too great, {till grow, 
And thouſands riper for the place of woe? © 6 
Whoſe pond'rous gates are open night and day, 
Smooth thi e to corrupt nature's ſway. i 
There guilt unpardon'd her dread doom ſhail meet, 
And juſtice ſtern her triumphs ſtill complete. | 
Ye Britiſh dames, whoſe boſom heaves the ſigh, 55 


— 2 — — 


At fancy's Tabour'd tale of feign'd diftreſs, - 
Your evry feeling does my theme addreſs. 


Where nought but woes fantaſtic can be ſeen? 60 
The trade in Afric's race doth ſcencs unveil, | 


Which all the friends of virtue muſt bewail. 
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Once taint a ſoul allied to the ſky? | 
Suppreſs not then th' emotions of the heart, 65 
In viewing ſcenes which countleſs pains impart; 


F 


Till made to feel the ſuff rings of your kind. 
So great, ſo keen, ſuch complicated woe. 

Should melt the heart, and cauſe our tears to flow. 70 
And thoſe mult ſure poſſeſs an heart of . ſtone, 
Who of our kind the mjs'ry ne'er bemoan : 
For woes like theirs our pity ſhould partake, 
Which may kind Heav'n in ev'r bolbm wake 

Inhuman traders in man's fleſh, don't boaſt, 
The wealth fo gain'd ſhall yet you dearly coſt. 
You virtue barter for the Ake of, gold, — 
Virtue, for treaſures vaſt, too cheaply ſold; 
And make the worſt of ſervitude your fate, 
Of Satan's chain, ſhall feel the galling weight. 80 
Tho Heav'n's juſt vengeance for the greatelt crime, 
But rarely ſtrikes ere it has granted time: 

Yet crimes purſu'd the heavicit doom inſure, 
Who counſel ſpurn, God fhall not long _— | 
181 Their 
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Their cauſe He*l) plead, one day aſſert their right, 55 | 

From their opprellors of ſuperior might; '' 44 7, 

Their wrongs avenge, them and their ſeed defend, 

Who ſeldom lack a foe, or find a friend. —- 

He is the helper of the poor and weak, "Eh 

'Tho' ſilent long, yet ſhall in, ſeaſpn Ipeak. © 90 
Ye ſons of traffic, who this trade defend,” 

Let reaſon judge, your ear àa moment lend; 

Nor plead that Slav'ry in the world, muſt be, | 

Would nations hope to ſhare proſperity. x. 

Arraign ot God, as if the world would fail, 95 

Did Juſtice, Truth and Mercy too, prevail. wg 

Does nature once refuſe her fruits to yield, 

If faves do not ſtill cultivate the field; 

Of human life the needful means deny, 

Unleſs you theſe by ſervile hands ſupply? oo 

Dear bought the ſweets that coſt them ſighs and pain, 

And all che ills to thraldom that pertain. 

On this reflect, who feaſt at jovial boards, 

At their expence increaſe your ſordid hoards; 

For wealth ſo gain'd muſt ſure a curſe entail, 105 

And leave ere long the owner to bewail. 
The Pow'r on high cannot once partial prove, 

Whoſe ways are fraught with equity and love; 

While the reverſe his righteous laws forbid, 

Soon, ſoon may He th' oppreſſed's cauſe implead! 140 

Say not, He ſufſcrs thraldoin's cruel ſway, 

The Law is plain which mankind ſhould obey. 

That Law tranſgreſod, in vain you urge the plea, - 

That you accompliſh but his own decree. p 

What finite mind can his procedure ſcan? 115 

Yet wiſe and juſt and good his ev'ry plan. 

Not rare permits He what provokes his ire, 

Whence thoſe ſhould fear who 'gainit his word con- 

Their Brother dare for ſordid gain inthrall, (ſpire; 

Unmindful who is common Lord of all. 120 
Hath Heav'n enjoin'd that all men ſhould be free 

Whence, Liherty, ſo few are bleſl. with thee; - 

That of our race ſuch millions are in thrall, 

Aud life and fortune at a Deſpot's call? ＋ 
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Did Heay'n ordain that Britons ſhould thee ſhare, 1% 
This boon deny ſtill to an Afric's pray'r? 
That thy mild ſun ſhould bleſs our Iſle with light, 
Yet leave his Continent immers'd in night? 
Ibe cauſe we know, the ends to him belong, 
And theſe once ſerv'd, th' effect he'll not prolong. 130 
Can nature's God regard external grace, 
Abhor his work, becauſe a ſable race 
Not ſo:—He views the pow'rs that reign within, 
Which are detach'd from caſual hue of ſkin. 
Such poor diſtinctions reaſon muſt deride, 135 
As often foſter vanity and pride. 
Can ſouls be tainted by external hue? 
Is wiſdom ſhar'd but by the beauteous few? 
And is nought beautiful but white and red, 
Which ſhare alike the dame and vulgar bred? 14 
For all ſuch gifts does nature's Lord beſtow, 
Without diſtinction, on the high and low. 
But ſay, occur not facts which till atteſt, 
That noble paſſions grace an Afric's breaſt; 
Love to his country, to his kin and kind, 140 
Virtues you rare in Europeans ſind? 
Kind nature prompts the manners of the heart, 
Unvarniſh'd by the gloſs of modern art; 
For the great Sire gives Africans to heir 
Her common gifts, as objects of his care; 15 
And ſhall we them their Father's boon deny, 
Who ſhare ſuch bleſſings from the ſmiling Sky? 
What tho' theſe virtues diff rent forms aſſume, 
Nor flouriſh always with the faireſt bloom? 
What tho? they often too luxuriant ſhoot, 155 
From the rude vigour of a ſavage root, 
Produce effects which reaſon muſt diſclaim ? 
Let us not indiſcriminately-blame; 
' Nor ſay, No grace hath He for them deſign'd, 
Who of one blood hath form'd the human kind. 16 
What we extol in ſons of Greece and Rome, 
In Afric's tribes in fairer forms {till bloom; | 
And ſhall antiquity be rais'd on high, 
| Yet we juſt praiſe to Africans deny? 
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hem deem unworthy common rights to ſhare, - 165. 
As if excluded from their Maker's care ? 1 
And why ſo partial are we ſtill to thoſe, 

While theſe are thought to merit all their woes? 

— The woes of Africans who can ſurvey, 

Yet nature's ſtrongeſt diftates diſobey? 170 
Is it unmanly once to ſhed a tear, | 
Oer human woe? What heart can this forbear? 
We to our nature this ſmall tribute owe, 

And baſe the man that feels but his own woe. 
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When we direct to Afric's plains our eyes f, 175 

What horrid ſcenes of guilt to view ariſe | 

Theſe facts preſent, roo ſhocking to detail, 

But which we here atterapt nor to unveil. 

Ah! ruſhan bands befet the huts of men, 

Spurr'd on to cater for baſe thraldom's reign, 180 

By thoſe who ſhould their pow'r abus'd employ, 

To guard their perſon, and increaſe their joy! 

Lo, towns and villages ſet all on flame, 

And deeds achiev'd too grating far to name! 

The Babe, the Youth, the Friend and tender Wife, 

Torn from their kin, and all the joys of life; 185 

Dragg'd from their ñelds, with hearts that ake and 

Like ſlaughter-ſheep, that avarice may feed. (bleed, 
I ſeem to hear fond Parents thus addreſs, 

The rufſian bands, who them and theirs oppreſs; 190 
If all our tears, and all our cries are vain, | 

From ſuch rude treatment freedom once to gain; 

Oh! let our Babes your hearts to pity move, 

Have you ne'er felt pangs of parental love? 


. See 


+ The author's defign in his ſtrictures on the Slave trade, was 
not ſo much to deſcribe its nature, this having been ſufficiently 
done in other publicatious on the ſubjeR, as to ſuggeſt to the 
Reader ſome practical reflections from it, inculcate on his mind 
the due confideration of them, and lead him occaſionally to ad- 
dreſs the Father of mercies in behalf of the wretched objects of 
this inferna] traffic. Hence theſe reflections, being thought more 
— in preſent circumſtances, occupy the greater part of the 
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See how they ſtretch their little hands to you, | 195 


And our requęſt by ſtronger ple as purſue; 
Solicit pity by heir crics and tears, 3 
While ſuppliant nature in each look appears. 
How hard the heart of that relentlefs crew, 
That ſuch perſuaſions cannot once ſubque? 200 
That can petitions ſo enforc'd refuſe, 
And the poor fu e harſh words abuſe; 
Nay more, can bind with ſavage hand their chain, 
And teach by ſtripes how yain tis to complain! 
Both tear the _fteſh, and leave a fefi'ring wound, 20; 
While ſtreams of bloodtiogein their route the ground; 
Their ſwelled veins, and trembling pulſe diſclos'd, 
And their whole body naked and expos'd. i 
Thus do the traders carry off their prize, | 
nn ſs quite of all their tears and cries. 210 
Dee the fond Lover from the Damfel torn, 
Who won his heart, now hapleſs und forloru, 
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Of hope bereav'd of ever ſeeing, more 


The man ſhe loves, while ſeas between them roar. 
Who can concgive, what paſſions ſwell the heart, 215 
While with each object they are fore' d to part, 
"tat N e 
While mortals ſojourn thro' this vale of firife?, 
Say, can we then with fecret pleafure fee, 
Our fellow-men robb'd of their liberty an 
coolly view ſuch deeds, as gender woe, d 


Whence countleis mig'ries ey'n.to.millions flow ?. 


Can Britons, honour'd with the Chriftian, name, 
By ſuch'foul deeds that character defame : ur le 

Oh! daring treaſon gainſt the Pow'r, abore, 223 
Who all. his works views with paternal love, 

For man te be ſo cruel, ba E and blind, 3 b 310 2 

As to e ee ind. „ 47 
His knaviſu arts, What human tongue, can tell, 
ae 
Arts deep ibu d wi f $2 24 «belle... 2311511 OI 
In thele, the, Gepd,, ang bealt ot prey appears; ,/ 
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In theſe ev'n Britons take an aCtiye part, 
Which proves them worfe than ſavages in heart; 235 
Men complimented with the Chriſtian name, 
But who derive an odium to the fame. 
May Heav'n benign in 1 interpoſe, 
And check the zavages of Freedom's foes, 
That Afric's chmes this trade no more infeſt, 240 
'That countleſs' myriads from its ſcourge may reſt; 
While foreign traders, wafted to their coaſt, 
No more alarm, nor of this traffic boaſt ! 

Ah, human beings dragg'd by human hands, 
To ſerve mean deſpots in far diſtant lands; 245 
To paſs their days in ſervitude and woe, 
Till death releaſe each captive from his foe? 
Fre reach'd the port, if fate hath ſo decreed, 
What ilis are borne, at which the heart muſt bleed! 
A prelude ſad of what they farther dread,— . 250 
And can we ceaſe their injur'd cauſe to plead? 

Who can deſcribe their horrid floating jail, 
Where chains and torture, peſt and death prevail; 
Where petty tyrants the dread ſcene commence, 
Inflicting pains not earned by offe ge? 255 
Here Britain's ſons infuriate demons prove, i 
Whoſe breaſts are ſteel'd *gainſt ſympathy and love! 
Their deeds diſgrace themſclves and native land, 
Load beth with crimes that Heav'n's dread wrath de- 
Theſe beaſts of prey ruſh with infernal haſte, (mand. 
To ſtain the virgin and the matron chaſte, 260 
Unmov'd by all their piteous tears and cries, — 
Which woe freſh fuel to their flame ſupplies. 
Theſe rude aſſaults, too oft, alas! they bear, : 
All fraught with pow'r a feeling heart to tear. 265 
Their neareſt kin, perhaps, then chain'd below, 
Are forc'd to hear their cries, and ſhare their woe, 
While their pain'd boſom, all indignant, burns, 
And grief, revenge and fury rage by turns. | 
Say, Friendſhip, ſay, How can it but be ſo! 270 
Who hurts our Friend, we ever count our foe. 

Ye Britiſh Fair, can you this ſcene ſurvey, 
And not abhor * guilty ſway; 
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Each effort uſe to ſave an injur'd race, 
That hence your Iſle incur not ſuch diſgrace? 275 
What aggravation of their complex woe! 
Baſe men, what ills from your foul commerce flow? 
The hapleſs captives, once within their pow'r, 
Afraid white cannibals may them devour, 
In ſelf-deſtruCtion their ſole refuge ſeek, 280 
If they can but their cruel fetters break. 
All ardent plunge they in the ſurgy wave, 
And rather die than be a white man's ſlave; 
Or run the riſk to ſurniſh thoſe a meal, 
Whote boſom dark hath quite unlearn'd to feel. 28; 
Torn from their country, their abodes and friends, 
By men they view as fierce incarnate fiends, 
To crofs an element unknown before, 
Where ſtorms aflail, and furious billows roar; 
Where death in diverſe, dreadful forms appears, 290 
Yet not to them a ghaſtly king of fears; 
What pangs they feel, what dire diſtreſs and pain, 
While wafted o'er the far-reſounding main! 
What myriads hurry'd to the ſullen wave, 
There prematurely find a wat'ry grave; 2095 
Of rav'nous ſharks become the inſtant prey“, 
| An envy'd fate compar'd to thraldom's ſway; 
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| | weed 
| This was lately realiſed in a Slave veſſel wrecked on the 
| coaſt of Barbadoes. When ſhe ſtruck, the Crew took to their 
| | boats, and made their eſcape to land. Of 283 male Blacks on 
= board, only two were ſaved, owing to their being on deck at the 
time for the benefit of freſh air. All tue reſt periſhed in ther 
chains, and their mangled remains were driven aſhore with the 
wreck, in a plight too ſhocking to be deſcribed, after theſe vor- 
| cious animals had ſated their appetites upon them. About 80 fe- 
males, with the two male ſlaves, who were sli looſe on deck, <> 
caped ſafe to land, by ſwimming from the fury of the billows, and 
the devouring jaws of theſe monſters, and were all immediately 
fold by their mercileſs captors, who had ſo lately owed their gw» 

- preſervation to the ſeaſonable interpoſition of Heaven. 
The deplorable caſe of the Star Schooner (belonging to the 
houſe of Calvert and Co. London) as lately announced to the Pub- 
lie, which the Meduſa Frigate reli ved at the imminent riſk of her 
own Crew, affords unt her of the bad palicy, nay more, 0 
de Borrid · cruelty and injuſticę of this traffic, and reflects — 
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K 
For theſe but feed delicious on the ſlain: 
But tyger man feaſts on the living's pain; 
Ten thouſand deaths inflicts, ere once they die, 300 
On his own kind, — the offspring of the ſky} 
What numbers of the ſable race each year, 
On board our ſhips thus end life's ſad career, 
Whoſe blood, O Britain, in thy ſkirts is found, 
$hall be requir'd, ſhould mercy not abound; 305 
And change of conduct our due fate prevent, 
While Heav'n forbears, and ſome reſpite is lent ! 


Such as ſurvive the num'rous deaths on board, 
Are ſold in parcels to each ſervile lord, 
Who ſcruples not in human fleſh to trade, 310 
Eager to gain guilt's baſe, degrading bread. 
Ah, man debaſing mart, that ſtains the ſhore 
Of Britain's ſons, we thy ſad fruits deplore! 
Baſe men, how long, will ye your kind diſgrace, 
And ſo infult the Father of our race; 315 
Augment your guilt, a dread, increafing ſtore, 
Which you muſt mourn now, or for ever more? 
Le barb'rous ſcourges of the human kind, 
In cauſing grief, what pleaſure can you find? 
Say, can the fruits of thrice illicit gain, 320 
The owner bleſs, who ſcorns a Brother's pain? 
Can you behold, and yet increaſe their wrongs, 
Debarr'd each aid to mis'ry that belongs? 
Here ſcenes of woe affail the pained eye, 
Which claim from each the tribute of a ſigh. 
Now deareſt relatives feel frefh alarms, 
By their new deſpots torn from other's arms, 
While mingling tears, and mutual cries prevail, 
And ſtrongeſt paſſions all the heart afſail. 5 
| 's n 
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| Worlds on its patrons and defenders. Humanity ſhudders at the 


rcecllection. It cannot be ſuppoſed that our Rulers will perſiſt in 
ſanRioning meaſures that are calculated to expoſe themſelves to the 
con empt of the virtubus part of the Community, and forfeit every 
claim to thay Seem; and chat in the face of all their remonſtran- 
ces, 1 24 nnr VT 
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And muſt they part, perhaps to meet no more 
* "Peny'd the comfort *midit a foreign ſoil,” 


To mix their ſorrowe, as they join in toil ? 
Can theſe be men, who ſhut their heart, and ears, 
* Againſt their Brethren's piercing cries and tears; 335 
In their affliction this ſmall boon deny, 
To toil together, and . e die? 
Il ſeem to hear the hapleſs tribes extlaim, 
Regard our woe, nor ſtain your boaſted fame. 
— $645 we beg, O fellow men, forbear, 240 
Can you ſrom us endeared objects tear,— - 
Each mean of joy to ſprings of ſorrow turn, 
Yet for ſuch conduct never never mourn ? 
The day of recompence is drawing near, 
For Heay'n regards th” oppreſſed's cry and tear. 34; 
All ye who traffic in the race of man, 
And would invert your Maker's kindeft plan, 
Can you invade your nature's ſtrongeſt ties, 
Regardleſs of the moving tears and cries 
Of the fond Parent, preſſing to his heart 350 
His darling Child, both frantic as they part ? 
And can you ſever wedlock's ſacred tie, 
In proud defiance of the Pow'r on high, + 
And the dear pledges of their nuptial love, 
While mutual pangsa heart of flint might move? 355 
Ye callous ſouls, how can ye tear in twain, 
Two hearts made one by friendſhip's deareſt chain? 
A tie ſo firm, ſo delicate and ſtrong, * 
Might laſting prove, did not your hands it wrong; 
And by the efforts of a gen'rous heart, 300 
The pureſt joys, and ſolid good impart. 
Has Heav'n no eyes ſuch conduct to inſpect? 
No pow'r or will its authors to correct? | 
What woe to thoſe who bet th' afflited's load 
is mine to puniſh, —ſaith Almighty, God. 365 
Are deeds hke theſe allow'd in Nu tame clime, - 
* Where darling Freedom vaunts her early prime ; 
Where Heav'n reveals benevolence divine, g 
Whoſp laws and dictates there ſo brightly * $i 
| ea 


Their neareſt kin, whoſe fate their hearts deplore, | 
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Yea, in her land oppreſſion wields her rod, 370 
In dread defiance of the wrath of God! 
When once arriv*d beneath Britannia's ſhade, 
Where Liberty her boaſted home hath made, 
Their day of thrall with clouds and tempeſt lours, 
And on its victims all its vengeance pours. 375 
This guilty land the ſhade of death appears, 
And cv'ry object gloom and horror wears. 
Egyptian bondage ev'ry where bears ſway, 
And free born men muſt varlets oft obey; | 
Submit reluCtant to the driver's thongs, 380 
And each abuſe to ſlav'ry that belongs. 
In this rank ſail of difmal care and grief, 
Where noughr affords the proſpect of relief, 
Degraded brethren ev'ry where abound, 
Like beaſts of burden, doom''d to till the ground; 38; 
Each ſervile taſk inceſſant to apply 
For. Lurope's ſons who pity them deny; 
While woes aſſume a ent ſhape cach hour; 
And Afric's hapleſs race piece-meal dcyour, > 
— Their wrongs and cries offend the cye and ear, 390 
The cruel laſh their ſkin und fleſb doth tear; 
And various tortures near a km to hell, 
Which their ſad plaints in quick rotation wel r. 
Not rare theſe drive to conſummate deſpair, 
Whence death and ſtrangling they to life prefer. 395 


From 


+ The heavy charge brought by the God of heaven againſt the 
rulers of Iſrael, too juſtly applies to the modern traders in tuman 
fizſh, and in effeQ alſo to all rhofe that would defcnd and ſupport _ 
them in proſecuting ſo nefarious a traflic; © Hear, I pray you, O 
** heads of Jacob, and ye princes of the houſe of Iſrael: ls it not 
for you to know judgment? Who hate the good, and love the 
evil: who pluck off their ſkin from off them, and their fleſh from 
off their. bones; who alſo eat the ficſh of my people, and flay 
* their ſkin ſrom off them, and they break their bones, and chop 
them in pieces, as for the pot, and as fleſh within the caldron, 
Micah 3. Is there not * to fear, he may alſo vert» 
ly in our experience what he added, and in time inflited with - 
reſpe&t to them? © Then ſhalt they cry unto the Lord, but he 
will not bear them : he will even hide his face from them at 


„ Uhpt time, a5 they have þckaved thenifelve. ill in their doings,” 
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From this diſgrace the ſex cannot be freed, 
Whoſe furious paſſions oft, too oft, exceed. 
The female name ſuch cruelties oft ſtain, 
As ev'n a ſavage in cold blood would pain. 
The dame of faſhion views, with ſparkling eyes, 400 
Her ſlaves chaſtis'd, or ſhe the lafh applies, 
And acts a fury, that delights in gore, 

Supplies in malice what ſhe wants in pow'r. 
To gretify cf gain her keen defire, 
Not rare ſhe proſtitutes her ſlaves for hire ! 405 
And maſters act this part t'oblige their gueſts, 
Good Heav'n! how long wilt thou permit ſuch beaſts? 
| Their brutiſh tyrants God and man defy, 
To ſatiate luſt break thro' cach virtuous tie. 
Nor virgin-claims, nor wedlock's bands they ſpare, 41e 
Tho' all ſhould end in death, or dread deſpair. - 
In rapes and tortures ſeem they to delight, 
In deeds the brood of an infernal night. 
Could God connive at ſuch outrageous luſt, 
Would he not be both partial and unjuſt? 4135 
Connive He cannot, theſe his wrath await, 
Tho! flow to puniſh, dread ſhall prove their fate. 
Ehe hapleſs Africans, inur'd to toil. 
Tucir days and ſtrengtu ſpent on a foreign foil, 
Soon as diſabl'd by diſeaſe and years, 420 
Regardleſs of their piteous groans and tears, 
"Yheir cruel lords them as 32 caſt off, 
Expos'd the butt of ev'ry varlet's ſcoff! | 
Thus fellow men, with pain and hunger pine, 
Without a where their body to recline. _—_ 
Worn vut with theſe, they quite neglected lie, 
Deny'd relief—Deny'd in peace to A. 22 
Buch is. the liberty that planters give, 
Which to attain, ſay, is it worth to live? 


The wicked's tender mercies cruel are, 430 
Which furniſh food to nouriſh keen deſpair. 
While toil, and pain, and hunger all oppreſs, t 
They bear unpity'd, ah, unheard diſtreſs i 


Till death, which ſets the wretched captive free, 
Lodge in that houſe, where no proud deſpots be, 435 
| | To 
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To wield oppreſſion's cruel rod hence more: 
For pow'r abus'd ſhall not this bourne paſs ver. 

Ye callous traders, in the human kind, 
To your own fate, ah, why ſo deaf and blind? 
Why ſo forget the ſolemn, final doom, 440 
And place of rendezyous—the ſilent tomb, 
Where undiſtinguiſh'd both the lord and flave, 
Muſt yet aſſociate in one common grave; 
Where vanith ſhall the gay parade of Courts, 
And Death with ſchemes of proud ambition ſports? 
This goal unites, and here the poor find reſt, 443 
Here lie alike th'oppreſſor and oppreſt 
© Here the poor flave, fo long his maſter's ſcoff, 
« Regains his freedom, flings his burden off” e. 
Th' ignoble crew that human bliſs oppoſe, 450 
Great Lord, rebuke! are they not mong thy focs ? 
And let not man, ſprung from the dull, prevail, 
When he would deareſt rights of men a7ail ! 
Th' opprefſed's cauſe, do Thou in ſeaſon plead, 
Nor let oppreſſors in their courſes ſpeed! 455 
O change their hearts! are they not in thy hand ? 
Make yet a bleſſing to their native land ;— | 
A bleſfing too, to their now injur'd kind, 
Become the benefactors of mankind ; 
That ev'ry breaſt benevolence inſpire, 460 
And ev'ry rank to human weal conſpire! 

Tho' Heav'n inſulted, vengeance long reſtrain, 
Let not oppreſſors wreathe the galting chain, 
Leſt the oppreſs'd ſhould break it on their head, 
Avenge their wrongs by ſmiting tyrants dead. 46g 
Orphan and widow from his Throne on high, 
He, with a Father's and a Huſband's eye, 
Regards, and will their ev'ry wrong redreſs, 
And thoſe chaſtiſe ere long who them'oppreſs+. 

| Almighty 


® There the priſoners reſt together; they hear not the voice of 
the oppreſfor ; the ſmall and the great are there; and the ſervant 
is free from his maſter. Job 3. 18, 19. | 

f Leave thy fatherleſs children, I will preſerve them alive; and 
thy widows truſt in me, is the expreſs injunction and promiſe of oor : 


To Afric's num'rous, injur'd progeny 


*+* Tho! Britain's Senate juſtice ſhould deny, 


| (356 ) 
Almighty Sov'reign of the human race, 
Whoſe love is not confin'd to time or place, 
Make Truth and Liberty to bleſs each clime, 
Their ſway prolong to the grand eve of time; 
That flaviſh chains each where afſunder broke, 
The nations hence may feel no fervile yoke; 475 
That ſons unborn may bleſs the happy day, 
Which broke oppreſſion's long continu'd ſway ; 
While Britain gives this treaſure to the reſt, 
And her own ſons in ſharing it are bleſt! 

But ſhould ſhe ſtill this ſacred boon deny, 480 


470 


On Heav'n bovis their cares let them repoſe, 
And all that feel for their protracted woes; 


And ſhut, their ear againſt oppreſſion's cry, 485 
Deliv'rance ſhall nor always mock their hope; 
Their day of Freedom's dawn ere long will ope, 

In ſpite of all her ſervile, haughty foes, 
Who now in vain her mighty courſe oppoſe : 

For nature's God their righteous cauſe ſhall plead, 490 
And make them ſhare each boon He hath decrecd; 


Againſt their tyrants cauſe his anger burn, 
Who ſhall his wrath deſerved feel in turn: 
Let ſuch be wiſe, and ſhun each path which brings, 
Heav'n's dread correct ions both on ſtates and kings; 
Leſt woes invade proportion'd to our bliſs, 495 
Our proſp'rous days ſhould end in deep diſtreſs; * 


God, who deigns to own bimfſelf—-a Father to the fatherleſs, and a 
Huſband to the widow in his holy habitation;—the former enforced 
by che latter. Agreeably to this, he ſolemnly charges his people; | 
« Ye ſhall not afflict any widow or fatherleſa child. If thon afflit f 
„e them in any wiſe, and they cry at all unto me; 1 will ſurely V. 
| © hear their cry; avd my wrath ſhall wax hot, and 1 will Kill you ly 
% with the ſword; and your wives ſhall be widaws, and your chil- Th 
« dren ſatherleſs. Exod. 22. 22, 23, 24. Does the Slave Trade h 
neither make nor »MiR fathe:lefs or widows? Let thoſe that ded Pr. 
in it anſwer; and if God be a God of truth, look for ward to the — 
execution of his threatened vengeance, when his wrath ſhall war 
hot againſt them, and leave their wives widows and their childre! 
„ Fatherlefs. How often do the abettors of war, that deſtroyer i 


the human race, incur this awful threateuing ! 


G 7 | 
Veſt when too late our folly we deplore, i 
Aud Britain's fun ſhould ſet to rife no more. I 
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Come now, an N us reaſon together. Haih not Cd 
of men, fer to duell on 
all the face of 'the earth,” and determined the bounds 
of their habitation ® Are they not nien and Breth- 
ren? Did not He that made its in the womb, make 
them? and did not one faſhion us in the womb? He 
that loveth not his Brother abideth in death. What- 
ſoever ye would that men ſbouli do to you, do ye even 
fo to them * this is the Law. Do not rich men 
oppreſs? He that mocketh and oppreſſeth the poor, 
reproacheth his Mater to whom belongeth vengeance 
and recompence. Behold, the tears of ſucb as ure op- 
preſſed, and they Bave no comforter ; and on the fade 
of their oppreſſors there is power. ' The Lord ſaith,, 
How long refuſe ye to keep my commandments and my 
laws? Underſtand, ye brutiſh among the people.. 
He that chaſtiſeth the heathen, fhall not be corre © 
And ſhall he not viſit for theſe things? | 


*. * 


0 


U Y pained muſe, eeaſe farther to unveil, 
Lyrannic deeds, too ſhocking to detail. 7 
The heart recoils at ſuch ſad tales of woe, 
his commerce man converts to man's worſt foe; 
Fransforms our ſpecies into beaſts of prey, © 5. 
hoſe luſt oer reaſon holds deſpotic ſway : | 
hence lord and flave a race degraded ptove,— 
ow long ſhall that in _ forbidden move? 
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If the narration of ſuch wrongs cauſe grief, 
What then to bear them hopeleſs of relief? 10 
Such as have weather'd a tempeſtuous night, 

May hail a calm returning with the light; 

Such as have borne the toil of long campaigns, - 
May yet rehearſe them in thrice joyful ſtrains ; 
The wretched convict wafted from his ſhore, 15 
May yet with joy his native land explore: 

But, ah! for them no diſtant proſpects riſe, 

Black clouds and tempeſts ſo o'ercaſt their ſkies, 
That nor at noon, nor eve one gleam appears, 
Their hope to cheriſh, and diſpel their fears. 20 
The woes they've felt forebode a worſe to come, 
Till Death ſhall bound them by the filent tomb, 
Where proud oppreſſion can no farther go, 

Nor the poor captive-dread his potent foe. 

If when the fform of human ills appears, 25 
With all its real, or fantaſtic fears, 

Our ſtore of wiſdom, or improved ſenſe, 

Not ſeldom proves a weak and ſhort defence; 
Fails'to inſtruct how we may bear, or ſhun, 
The flowing tide, when high its breakers run: 30 
How can their minds untutor'd meet their woes, 
Whoſe furious torrent daily on them flows ? 
If in their place, ſay, how would we them bear, 
Whoſe hearts recoil when trivial ills appear? 

Few, like the rock laſh'd by the ſtormy wave, 33 
' Remain unmov'd, and each afflition brave. 

We who ate apt in ev'ry caſe to fear, 

Can them forget who deep diſtreſs ſtill bear; 
Who, void of gain, doom'd to corroding care, 

Are left to reap the anguiſh of deſpair. 40 
Deny'd all picy, and all human aid, +- - 
'Their woes in vain they labour to evade, 

Deny'd midſt agonies of keeneſt grief, 

Each ſoothing cordial that can yield relief. 

Tho God permits they yet ſuch ills ſhould bear, 45 
Of ranking them among his foes beware: 

For "whom he loyes not rare does he chaſtiſe, 
While thoſe are ſpar d to whom he grace denics! 
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If to their Judge with patience they complain. 
He'll ſooth their anguiſh, or reward their pain, 50 
And in his time take vengeance on their foes, _ 
Who in his wrath ſhall be made drunk with woes. 

Tho' lively hope hereafter Heav'n to ſhare, 
May oft induce the ills of life to bear, 
The {ad variety of human woe, | co 
To which for guilt frail man is doom'd below; 
Tho the bright proſpect of perpetual joy, 
A bliſs impart no trouble can deſtroy: 
Yer no ſuch hope can fill their anxious heart, 7 
Or ſooth the anguiſh of their Fu 093 ſmart, 60 
Deny'd each mean eternal life to know +, 
While mind and body liberty forego. 
Their cruel lords would to the earth thera chain, 
Make wretched hero—expole to future pain. 

Ye who purſue, and who this trade defend, 65 
Recall to mind your laſt decifive end, | 


D 2 That... 


+ That our Colonies are provided with Clergy, whofe bufineſs 
it is to point out the way to eternal life, is not denied but whoſe 
ſervants are they, and whoſe cauſe do they promote? Do they 
watch for the ſouls of the planters and their flaves, as bey who 
muſt ſoon render a ſtrict account? By their fruits ye ſhall know 
them. From what we have heard of their practice, and their doc- 

rine may be ſuppoſed to correſpond, are they not in general worſe 
than blind leaders of the blind? Either thro” ignerance, or diſſi- 
patioa, if not thro” both, is it not to be feared that they are, for 


he moſt part, very unfit to be teachers of righteouſneſs? — | 


their hearts ſet on the mammon of unrighteoutneſs, or engroſſe 
dy the pl-afures and vanities of a preſent world, they find little 
ime, and ſtill leſs inclination to bY to the important duties of 
heir ſacred function; whence, in reſpe of religious inſituctiou, 
he flaves are as poorly provided for in general, as in their native 
ountry, and, in regard of moral examples, much worſe. Do we 
car that they arg taught to read, and have the ſacred writings 
een put into their haude, except perhaps in a few rare ipſiances, 
ach as that in the ſubjoined account of the converſion of a Negro 
ave? That the Deity may, however, ſuit himſelf to their condi- 
jon, and viſit ſome among them with his ſpecial favour, is readily 
granted: but that they are furniſhed with the means of knowing 
is revealed will, and duly encouraged to the practice of it, what 
brillian, in the leaſt acquainted with their ſituation, of even 
Head ct the trade in queſtion, will venture to aflert ? 


+ 


And ev'ry plea of vice her ſons ſhall fail. 
_ Whoſe all in all is your dear idol, —gaiz, $ 


While clouds and tempefts quite obſcure their day! 


Tho' their abode in Afric's climes be piac'd? - 


Of right may claim all this fraternal care. 
Reſpect the feelings of the human frame, 


The baſeſt appetites of meaneſt ſouls ; 

Once ſanction deeds replete with guilt and woe, 
To which worſt crimes their fatal birth {til} owe! 
„ © Baſe ſervitude, with all thy kindred train! 1c 

Each thought of thee a feeling heart muil pain; 


( 40 ) 


That earthly proſpects will ere long all clofe, 
And uſher n of endleſs bliſs or woes. 
Why now forget the grand tremenduous ſcene, 
Where all the fons of Ann muſt convene ; 
Where lord and ſtave ſhall on a level ſtand, 
And awful juſtice make her ſtern demand ? 
Great Day sf dread, deciſion and deſpair, 
Which ſhall the wrongs of all oppreſs'd repair, 
Repay the wicked's ev'ry deed of woe, 75 
Who in their Judge ſhall find a mighty foe. 

Nor wealth, nor birth, nor pow'r can then avail, 


To 


Ye ſavage brood, who mock at human pain, 
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Revere your frame, and ſay, what would you feel, 
Did others thus with you, and kindred deal? 

Do yaqu not love your Friends and native foil, 

And execrate the hand would make you toil, 

To feed ſome pamper'd lord, while left to ſhare 8; 
The countleſs woes for others you prepare ? 
Would you reſign your opening dear to chains, 
To drag out life, oppteſs'd in foreign plains; 
Deny'd the comforts which life's ills allay, 
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At this your hearts revolt with proud diſdain, 
And are the fable race not ſons of men; 
Like you, of feelings and of rights pofleſs'd, 


What you would have your neighbour do to you, 9 
Do ye to him, be juſt, be kind and true; 
For whoſoe'er our common nature ſhare, 
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In ev'ry clime, and all our kind the fame. 1 
Can luſt of gold, the baſeſt that controls, 
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T inſlave our kind, to ſwell vile lucre's ſtore, 
Whoſe thralls ſtill cry, like the horſe- Itech, Give more. 
What arguments can 2 oppreſſors plead, 
To veil the horrors of ſo foul a deed; Ie 
To varniſh crimes which kindred claim to hell, 
And the dire liſt of human mis'ries ſwell ? 
Fair Europeans, can you once ſuppoſe, 
That Afric's race are Heav'n's invet'rate foes | 
That 'tis a crime—unpardonable ſin, 115 
To be convicted of a blacker ſkin ? 
Hath God with-held what conſtitutes them man, 
And them excluded from Redemption's plan? 
Tho' dark their hue, - untutor'd too their mind, 
Yet have they claims peculiar to our kind. 120 
Let av'rice urge her each degrading plea, 
They {till are men, and ſhould not men be free ? 
Hath man been form'd to“ be of man the flave ? 
Embrace the yoke, ye who thus proudly rave. 
And is it policy to aCt a part, | 125 
Which muſt to myriads ſtill occaſion ſmart? 
Thoꝰ ſtateſmen ſhould ſuch Politics ſtill own, 
Can they ſucceed a ſtate, or grace a throne? 
What guilt involves, can nought but woe procure, 
Which ſhall o'ertake, tho' Heav'n may long endure. 
Reflect, ye baſe, who in this trade embark, 130 
On your vile deeds, and their demerit mark. 
God's image can you injure and deſpiſe, 
And yet eſcape the vengeance of the Skies ? | 
Inſulted reaſon muſt that trade abhor, 135 
And ev'ry Chriſtian its dire fruits deplore. 
Accurſed traffic, — Men the merchandiſe, 
Who ſubjeCts are of the all-ruling Skies. 
Why ſay, They feel not, they are proof to pain®, 
What facts atteſt how much their — 5 


ons reign. 140 


93 * Theſe 


Some are weak enough to infinuate, That they ſee ſomething 
in the very countenance of a Black which indicates his deſtination 
to a ſtate of ſervitude—a notion not more unkind and diſreſpectful 
to the natives of Africa, than fraught with pride and partiality 
with regard to ourſclves. Hence they barden themſelves * 


- * 
* 
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Theſe to the heart make their direct appeal, 

And quite evince that Afric's ſons can feel. 

Tho' hanour's dupes may proud diſtinctions claim, 
In thoſe we trace deſerts of fairer fame. | 
Untainted nature oft in them difplays, . 143 
What grandeur gives not with its boaſted grace. 
Her work is not leſs perfect in a ſlave, 

Than in a prince to whom a crown the gave: 


For this not rare is ſway'd by luſt and pride, 


While that takes truth and virtue for his guide, 159 
The haughty lord may own a fervile heart, 


While his poor vaſſal acts a parriot's part. k 


The footy Ethiop in his native arr, 


May virtues claim in poli{h'd regions rare. 


Let ſuch as pl-ad there is no ill in pain, 155 
Forego their free lom, and embrace the chain; 
Subject their perſon to the Driver's thong, 
And all the plagues to thraldom that belong. 


When 


| 


the common impreſſions of humanity, while they hear of the ur- 
paralelled fufferings of their African brethren, by the fooliſh notion 
that they have not the fame feelings with other men; and, there- 


fare, that it is not fair to reafon from what Europeays would feet 


in a fimilar ſituation. This abſurd opinion is ſufficiently refuted by 
the beſt authenticated accounts of Africa and its inhabitants: and 
therefore ſuch as it muſt betray their own ignorance, as well 
as a want of the nobler feelings of human nature. What pitiful 
arguments will fome ufe, when their own ſuppoſed intereſt once 
blinds the eye of the mind, and cancels or perverts the feyſibilities 
of the heart! Nocreature is more Hardened againſt his own ſpecies, 
er reclaimed with greater difficulty, than tyrant man, where his 
own ſordid intereſt ſeems to him to interfere, __ 

Equally unfounded is that baſe reflection, fo often thrown out 
againſt the ſable race, That they are incapable of virtve, q. not 
ſuſceptible of the impreſſions/ of it. It were muck ta be wiſhed 
that the white people, with whom they are converſant, were er 
emplary for this themſelves; for till that is the caſe, the reflection, 
tho' well-founded, loſes its weight, and comes with a very ill grace 
from them. With what conf.ſtency can they reproach their poot 
ignorant ſlaves with impropriety of conduct, when they are at 10 
pains to inſtruct them in their duty, or to fet-a proper example be- 
fore them. Can it be ſuppoſed that the flave, who hath ſo ſen 
motives to virtuous conduct, and ſo ſew means of improvement, 
will aſpire after u higher/meafure of it chan his maſter? — 
*F' x 
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When toil exhauſts, and thirſt and hunger pain, 
When theſe aſſailing, all their ſhafts diſplay, 
Have they no pow'r to hurt, no force to ſlay? 
Can aught ſuſtain but an Almighty God? 
The hopes of fame the hero's boſom fire, 
No threats, no tortures can the martyr move, 
Tliro' love of Truth, and hopes of Bliſs above: 
With ſweat and blood, to dreſs a foreign ſoil; 170 
Their ſtate forlorn excludes all preſent joys, 
They ſullen fink into their native duſt, 
Nor ſeek their comfort in the Chriſtian's truſt, 
What is that God, whoſe aid white tyrants plead? 
On us what favour can that Pow'r beſtow, 

Ye beaſts of prey, with fair complexion's hue, 
No human tongue can quite deſcribe your due. 180 
Is not your God, elſe yours are crimes indeed. 

In vain you boaſt that you are free and brave, 

As made by him, we are as brave and free, 185 
And might be ſtill, but for curs'd ſlav'ry. 

Will he not view your perfons with diſdain; 

Your loud pretenſions one day all diſclaim, 

Let candour ſpeak, ſay, can it but be ſo, 

Do not ſuch thoughts from this vile traffic flow? 

Wnoſe ſervants haunt from ſuch baſe ends their ſhore? 
Is that religion, think they, from above, 195 
I that gręæt being Father of us all, 1 
And can bid his ſons each other thrallꝰ N N. 


With all the ills of ſervitude's dread reiga ;— 160 
Unaided nature ſinks beneath the load, 

* 
To deeds illuſtrious various fprings conſpire. 
But thraldom's race are doom'd to pain and toil, 
And of the future each fond hope deftroys. 
Untutor'd nature them to afk will lead, 175 
Whoſe ſons occaſion all our various woe? 
The God of nature, on whoſe gifts you feed, 
And call him yours—He never form'd a ſlave. 
If a juſt God that hates the crimes of men, 
And you chaſtiſe who dare abuſe his name? 190 
Can Afric's race devout that God adore, 2 
Whoſe ſons are ſtrangers to the fruits of love? F 
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No—You are right, theſe men that haunt your 
'Tho' they of virtue, and of freedom boaſt, (coaſt, 
Are but vile ſlaves, to God and virtue loſt. 200 
The Chriſtian faith is doubtleſs from above, 

And well inculcates all the fruits of love : 

But theſe are traitors to ſo good a cauſe, - | 
And boldly violate their Maker's, laws. 205 
Who you oppreſs rebel againſt that King, 
To —— true Chriſtians daily tribute bring, 

And ſhall receive a recompence of woe, 

Wha can be ſafe — Almighty God their foe? 

Ve ſons of commerce, can you nought deſcry, 219 
In Afric's ſtates, that can attract your eye, 
But the illicit commerce of your race? 
Ah, can your h-arts be ſet on wealth ſo baſe? 
Wealth better ſought by what their rip'ning ſky, 
Their ſertile plains, their arts and mines ſupply. 21; 
Let no vile motive tempt you to oppoſe 
"The bliſs of man, or to increaſe his woes, 
Leſt God offended ſhould your land aſſail, 
Cauſe myriads ſmart; and the effects bewail; 
Your Commerce blaſt with his deſerved ire, 220 
And 5 to never- quenched fire. 
Deem it your taſk that bleſſing to reſtore, 
Of which you robb'd your fellow men before; 
Nor let your ear be ſhut againſt their cry, 
Which doubtleſs hear ſhall he who rules on high. 225 
He beareth long, yet will in time redreſs 
Their wrongs, and the oppreſſor will opprefs+. 

Reflect, ye Great, reflect on human woe, 

Nor once alledge, Concerns it us to know? 
Exert your pow'r to blunt the edge of pain, 230 
To bleſs your kind, count this your trueſt gain. 
While you the bounties of kind Heav'n enjoy, 
As grateful ſtewards, theſe talents ſtill employ, 


+ With the merciful thou wilt ſhew thyſelf mercifv} ; with a 
upright man thou wilt ſhew thyſelf upright : with the pure thoy 
wilt ſhew thyſelf pure; and with the froward thou wilt ſhew thy 
ſelf froward. ' For thou wik ſave the afflicted people; hut wh 
hridg down high looks. Pſal. 28. 25, 26, 27. 
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To ſwell the ſtock of human happineſs, 235 
That poor and wretch'd may you as guardians bits 
Thus cheer the heart, and dry the flowing tear, 
And then your Mammon heav'nly fruit ſhall bear. 
Bieſt taſk of wealth---to give unaſk'd relief, | 
And ſhed the balm that cures the ſmart of grief 
Say, does this trade the human race devour, 240 
And ſtill on myriads its dire vengeance pour; 
Cut off in ſhoals, while the ſurvivors late, 
With countleſs wrongs and ſorrows is replete ? 
I ſeem to hear their ſouls indignant cries 
For juſtice to the Sov'reign of the ſkies. 245 
« O Lord, moſt holy, juſt and true, how long, 
« Wilt thou forbear to plead, and venge our wrong, 
4 On thoſe who dwell on proud Britannia's iſle, 
&© Whoſe diſtant coaſts our tears and blood defile; 
And other nations who inthrall our kin, 250 
% Unaw'd by all thy threat'nings againſt fin?” 
Ye injur'd ſouls, in vain you ſhall not plead, 
Their cup once full, ſtern juſtice ſhalt ſucceed, 
And ſorrows diſtribute'to all your forts, - 
Who, not reform'd, ſhall reap deſerved woes. 255 
Almighty is your great, redeeming Lord, 
The hoſts of heav'n are ſubject to his word. 
He, in his time, will plead your righteous cauſe, 
Your wrongs avenge---theſe infults of his laws. 
To Britain's Senate, next to the Moſt high, 260 
They eager lift their longing, wiſhful eye, 
In hope that thence dear Freedom's day will rife, 
And ſpread o'er Afrie calm, and cloudlefs fkies. 
Britannia's Senate let us all addreſs, | 
Inſiſt they ſhould fuch daring wrongs redreſs, 265 
A willing ear lend to oppre ſſion's cry, 
Leſt they provoke their righteous Judge on high, 
Wuoſe hand ſuſtains the balance and the ſword, 
And who cen rulers will ere long award; 
Leſt at our courſes he incens'd ſhould ſwear, 270 
That, like a lion, he his foes ſhall tear; 
. Bring ſwift deſtruction on our native land, 
1 00 long degraded by a fervile ban. 
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ghould Rulers liſten not to juſtice claim, 


Phey more than tarniſh their judicial fame: * 27g 
When once averſe to hear her potent plea, 
And in her light the deeds of men to ſee, \ 


The blow, long merited, affails a land: 
For juſtice fled, dread rum is at hand. 


Let King and Senate, Prieſt and People join, 289 


And their beſt efforts in this cauſe combine, 
That on our Land approving Heav'n may ſmile, 


Nor viſit crimes that ſtain this favour'd Ile. 


Stateſmen and Patriots, does it well agree 
% With you---the guardians of the brave and free, 


&« For the emclument of ſordid trade, 285 
To give ſuch villanics a legal aid? | | 


« Let Afric's children tread their native ſhore, 

« And Britiſh Ruffians ravage them no more? 

The galling chains of ſervitude remove, 290 

« And leave them all to Liberty and Love.“ | 
Ye worthy Patriots, who this trade lament, 

Whoſe ears are open to oppreſſion's plaint, 

The Injur'd's cauſe go on with zeal to plead, 


Till you from bondage raiſe their drooping head. 295 


Let others be by proud ambition fir'd, 

For trivial feats hope ſtill to be admir'd: 
But you purſue a path that leads to fame, 
And will not fail t'immortalize your name. 


Vour active efforts in fo good a cauſe, 300 


Shall gain you honour, and the Juſt's applauſe; 
Secure the blelling of the free, and ſlave, 
Of myriads reſcu'd from untimely grave. 

Shall Britain's fons, who boaſt of 


Forge chains for others which themſelves diſdain * 


0 Heav'n! forbid they longer ſhould deny, 303 


That boon to others, which themſelves enjoy. 
A boon ordain'd, not ſure to be confin'd, 
But ſpread as widely as the human kind. 


Ye ſons of Freedom, that ſtill taſte her joy, 310 
'Your wealth, and pow'r, and ev'ry gift employ 


To ſpread her reign o'er earth's extended ſpace, 
Diſdaining narrow views of hue and place. | 


Freedom's reigns 


Les 
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Let race to race the glorious deed record, 

That Britain's ſons have human rights reſtor'd; 315 
And thus redeem'd their too long ſully'd fame, 
Deriving deathleſs glory to their name. 

The deed illuſtrious angels from the ſky, 

Will view with tranſports of extatic joy; 


While ſons of mercy thro” the earth below, 32S 
Hail the glad day with hearts that warmly glow. 
Soon may her pow'r to ev'ry boſom ſteal, A 

Till mankind all her kindly influence feel! 


The joyful tidings b:ar to Afric's coaſt, 

Which to convey a Seraph glad would boaſt; 325 
While men to tell, and angels joy to hear, 

And grateful hearts to Heav'n their tribute bear. 

When, when ſhall Slav'ry break her galling chain, 
And Freedom Me to univerſal reign ; 

While war is huſh'd, nor clank of chains heard more, 
And men unaw'd frequent thejzy native ſhore? 330 
In ev'ry nation may oppreſſion ceaſe, | 

And Freedom reign, with its productiorr peace, 

Till the whole world ſhall hail the ſacred boon, 

And beams of knowledge ſpread-like rays of noon! 

O happy tafk, to ſet the captive free, 349 
In thraldom's land proclaim true = 
From ſorrow's furrow'd cheek to wipe the tear, 
And baniſh from the cot each ground of fear! 
Delightful taſk! to looſe with friendly hand, 345 
From grateful hearts, the ſtern oppreſſor's band; 

To add freſh luſtre to the Chriſtian name, 

Aud wide diffuſe from pole to pole its fame. 

Let Freedom ſmile on Afric's ſpacious coalt, 

And ev'ry ſcene will freſh perfection boaſt. & 350 
The waſtes of pillage will ſhe ſoon repair, 
And cauſe her ſons to breathe their native air; 
Rais'd to their rank in being's vary'd ſcale, 

While tales of woe no more our ears aſſail. 

While Liberty her ſacred banner rears, 355 
And rends the flag beſmear'd with blood and tears; 
While pale oppreſſion ſhrinks, and quite expires, 
Nor kindles more her dread, deſtructive * Nel 

; e 


(48) 

While myriads crowd the ſultry, fertile plain, 
To hail a bleſſing long implor'd in vain : 360 
Let ſacred Truth—the offspring of the Sky, 
With olive bough, to their abodes draw nigh; 
Proclaim Redemption thro' Immanuel's blood, 
The means that lead to happineſs with God. 36s 

O Thou, whole care o'er thouſand worlds prefideg, 
Whole word gave being, and whoſe wiſdom guides, 
On man, benighted, beams celeſtial ſhed, 

And raiſe from gloom and ſervitude his head! 
Once Afric's climes ſhar'd noon of facred light, 
Waile Albion lay involv'd in heathen night; 370 
And may that light reviſit ſoon: their coaſt, 

And conſtitute their glory and their boaſt ! 
Let nations all concur to make them free, 

And thus atteſt their love of Liberty; 
That man effay t'inſlave his kind no more, 375 
Nor love of gain cauſe myriads ſad deplore. 

Almignty Sire, diſſolve their twofold band, 

And Faith and Freedom ſoon for them command! 
Poſſeſs'd of theſe, O make them bleſt and free, 
That heart and life to Thee devoted be! \ 3% 
That nought to hurt, or to deſtroy be found, 
That Peace and Plenty ev'ry where abound; 
While Pray'r and Praiſe, like incenſe to the Skies, 
Succeed Yoppreſſion's grievous tears and cries : 
Then Afric's climes, reſembling thoſe above, 285 
A land of Peace and Happineſs ſhall prove, 
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The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejeice: let the multi- 
tude of the iſles be glad thereof ;—T he Lord God Om- 
nipotent reigneth.—T Nebuchadnezzar bleſſed the Mo 
High; 4 I praiſed and honoured him that liveth for 
ever, whoſe dominion is an everlaſting dominion, and 
. auhoſe kingdom is from generation to generation. And 
all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing : 
. and he doth according to his will in the army of heaven, 
and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can 
ſtay his _ or ſay unto him, What deft thou? — 
JT Nebuchadnezzar praiſe, and extol, and honour 
the King of heaven, all whoſe works are truth, and 
his ways judgment : and thoſe that walk in pride he 
is able to abaſe.— Know that the Moft High ruleth in 
the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomſeever he 
will. — And the kingdom and dominion, and the great- 
neſs of the kingdom under the whole heaven, ſhall be 
given to the people of the ſaints of the Moft High, 
whoſe tings an everlaſting kingdom, and all do- 
minions and rulers ſhall ſerve and obey him. All 
tings ſhall fall down before him: all nations ſhall 
ſerve him —T hen Daniel bleſſed the God of Heaven, 
and ſaid, Bleſſed be the name of God for ever and 
ever; for wiſdom and might are his and he chang- 
eth the times and the ſeaſons : he removeth kings, and 
fetteth up kings : he giveth wiſdom unto the wiſe, and 
knowledge to them that know underſtanding. — Man 
Hall run to and fro, and knowledge ſhall be Coney 
but the wicked ſhall do wickedly: and none of the 
wicked ſball underfland; but the wiſe ſhall under- 
Hand. — He ſhall deliver the needy when he crieth: 
the poor alſo, and him that hath no helper, and ſhall 
break in pieces the oppreſſor.—He ſhall redeem from 
deceit and violence: and precious ſball their blood be 
in his fight; * lick the duſt. ng 


A 
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Thus faith the Lord Cd, Let it ſuffice you, O princes: 
remove violence and ſpoil, and execute judy ment and 
Juſtice; | take awvay your exattions from my pecple, 
faith the Lord God. Talꝭ nd more ſo exceeding proud- 
ly, let not arrogance-come out of your mouth : for the 
Lord is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are 
weighed. —T ie Lord is greater than all gol. : for in 
the thing wherein they dealt proudly he was above 
them.— Refrain from theſe men, and let them alone: 
for if this work be of men, it will come to nought : 
ut, if it be of Gpd, ye canndt overthrow it; left hap- 
by ye be found to fight againſt God. — And the king of 
72 aid, Tell Ben-hadad, Let not him that gird- 
.eth on his harneſs boaſt bimſelf, as he that putteth it 
off :—for the battle is not yours but God's.----This 
455 the Lord of hoſts, I vill ſhake the heavens, and 
"the earth, and the ſea, and the dry land: aud I wil 
ſhake all nations, and the dejfire of all nations ſhall 


come, 
— ——— | \ 


| Th 

Thar wiſe and virtuous meaſures bleſs a land, 
While the reverſe its proſp'rous ſtate withſtand, 
Paſt ages all their ſuffrage joint will bear, _ 
And in the preſent too, the truth is clear. .. 
When Liege and Rulers with one heart-unite, © 5. 
And in true virtue place their chief delight, _ 
Approving Heay'n will their bleſt {tate ſccure, 
Nor leaye the latter to oppreſs the poor; 
Which would not fail to ſtain their princely ſtate, 
And to accelerate a fearful fate. 10 
But when o'er both curs'd vice extends her ſway, 
No wonder clouds obſcure the light of day; | 
And from their ſtore pour forth a dreadful ſtorm, , 
Which ſhall the face of narure all transform. _ 
The ſafeſt policy regards the Sky, OW: 
For proſper long can none who this defy; 
And no true policy can cheriſh war, | 
Whoſe dire effects our ev'ry comfort mar. . 
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This truth to prove, ſuſſice experience paſt, 
How long ſhall ſtates each other tear and waſte? 20 
o Albion's ſons,---to People, Prince and Peer, 
Their Country's peace and honour ſhould be dear; 
And what theſe injures grief unfeigned cauſz, 
What them promotes fecure deferv'd applaule. 


Of late a nation, Freedom's pride and boaſt t, 25 
(May Heav'n forbid this character be loſt!) 
77 bS + | Could 


+ The Reader needs ſcarce be told that the fate of Poland is 
dere referred to, when, robbed of her-y#ltezbly acquired Freedom, 
thro' the hoſtils ag of vne Power, the treachery and diſſi- 
muletion of another, and the unaccountable zpathy,of all. Tho' 
the Poles had among us many warm friends, who cordially wiſhed 
them ſucceſs in their laudable efforts to recover and eſtabliſh their 
liberty on a firm aud honourable baſis; yet as a State we afforded 
them neither ſympathy nor rener; nor wen mocc2 th: leaſt effort - 
in their favour; notwithſtanding the conduct beth of Prince and 
People deſerved a better fare. Taking that, in connection with 
the late unjuſtifiable partition of that kingdom, it is hardly poſſible 
for a fecling mind, poſſeſſed of the leaſt ſenſe of juſtice, to ſuppreſs 
a laudable indignation, If we deteſt the villain that robs his neigh- 
bour of a little of his property, and deem him worthy of death; in 
what light can we view thoſe who rob millions of their fellow 
men of the deareſt bleſſings in life? Will a Crown and ſceptre ef- 
face the turpitude of crimes, or ſcreen thoſe who perpetrate them 
from the rightevus vengeance of the Almighty? Muſt not even 
ſuch as wear theſe appear at his-bar on a level with the meaneſt of 
their ſubjeAs? Even ſachHath he threatened, if found among the 
number of his enemies, to ſtrile through in the day of bis tur ath, Plal. 
110. 5. Tho' every man owes a becoming deterence th rulers and 
great men, acting in character, yet the liberty of formivg ſome 
judgment of their public conduct, by which the peace ard happi- 
neſs of ſociety may be materially aff: Red, is a right ſecured to e- 
very man by the great Author of his being, and in its exerciſe in- 
ter woven with his very frame; a right therefore to be tamely re- 
lizned to none on earth. Theſe are like à city built on a+ kill, 
which cannot be hid; and as ſoon may a man with his eyes open 
exclude the light of the ſun at noon- day, as forbear to judge of ac- 
tions that are notour ts all the world, while he feels himſelf inte- 
reſted in them. 

| The late partition of Poland gives no amiable diſcovery of the 
motives by which princes have been too often actuated; nor does 
it tend to recommend and dignify the regal cheracter. Some that 
profeſſe? therſelves alarmed at the apprehended aggrandizement 
%: trance, and aſſigned this as a reaſon for taking up arms, could 
f witneſs 
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Could arm in fupport of a nt's throne, 
The haughtieſt depot e'er Aera d a crown: 
Yet leave a ſtate, emerging juſt from thrall, 
Beneath oppreſſion's . Kage to fall; 
Permit a lawleſs tyrant to bereave, 

Of their juft rights, a Prince and people brave, 
Whoſe gen'rous ſtruggles to break off their chains, 
Record it, Fame, no barb'rous deed once ftains, 
No threat'ning inſult of the Pow'rs that be,--- 
Content, if left to ſhare their Liberty?! 35 
A Neighbour-Prince , to whom of right belongs 
 Thele to redreſs, could witneſs all their wrongs, 
In danger's hour refuſe the promis'd aid, 

The league evade which he bimfelf had made! 

Let odium prove each callous tyrant's lot, 40 
And in earth's annals let his mem'ry rot! 
On Court-intrigues, eternal fhame be caſt, 

O Heav'n! how long ſhall prend oppreiuon lait? 


oe 


While Deſpots rouſe their vaſſal- troops to arms, 
And threaten Europe with their dread alarms, 4; 
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witneſs this diſgraceful and horrid depredation, withont even 2 
monſtrance, or diſavowal of their approbation of the meaſure; 
tho it ſets a precedent which threatens the liberty and indepet- 
dence of every ſtate in Europe. The author does not mean to de- 
cide on the propriety of our late interference in the diſpute be 
rween Ruſſia and the Porte, by refgrring to it above, tho' it hu 
no doubt met the cenſures and o on of the Minority in Parks 
ament, He would only infer from our conduct on that occaſion, 
whatever might be the reaſons and motives of it, the apparent in 
- propriety; and even impolicy of permitting Poland to be ſubys 
ated, and afterwards ſeized by foreign Powers, without once c. 
ing to plead their cauſe, tho* the balance of power, that politic! 
hobby-horſe, which hath fo often produced blood, wars and bic 

kerings, was in imminent danger. 
1 The above obſervation is not meant to be' reſtricted to the 
_ | preſent Emperor in particular, who may be no worſe than his pre 
geceffors, but to the deſpotie nature of the Turkiſh governmet! 
in general, under which millions of the human race have for 29 
groaned; while every thing dear in life lies at the mercy of «i 
of men who acknowledge no law but their own arbitrary wik 
Tae light of Truth will yet pervade their darkeſt ſhades, and di 
ſalve their ſervite chains: for truth is powerful, and will in tin 
prevail over all the-oppoſition Deſpotiſm can make. 

+ The King of Pruſſia. 
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My Muſe, reply, can you the reaſon find? 
Is this war kindl'd *gainſt the human kind? 
Does it attack the ſacred rights of man, 
While breath of Courts its flames devouring fan? 
The muſe ſuggeſts,---Tho' pow'r may now amerce; 50 
Yet pow'r cannot the reaſon long ſuppreſs; 
Hiſtoric page will . the truth unveil, 
For truth is powerful, and will prevail. 
Such as to Freedom force combin'd oppoſe, 
Mankind muſt view as their invet'rate foes, 55 
When once their eyes are open'd on their ſtate, 
And tyrants meet their too well-earned fate. 
The bold attempt not rare procur'd hath ſhame, 
Nor ſhall redound to its abettors fame. ; 

In vain did Brunſwick, and proud Auſtria rave, 66 
Since Heav'n no longer Gallia would enſlave, 
Did on their arms and threats confuſion pour, 
While their proud triumph laſted but an hour. 
Her ſons exclaim—exclaim with dying breath, 
Frenchmen, be yours or Liberty or Death! 65 
| Theſe Pow'rs unite in order to reſtbre, 
What God did threaten to deſtroy of yore; 
Unite to place oppreſſion on a throne, 
And ſuperſtition where long felt and known; 
That State and Church, united, might defy, 70 
The beams of Truth, and throws of Liberty, 
This to ſecure, ſhall Britain ſuccour lend, 
And not have cauſe to forrow in the end? 
Are we the ſons of the old Sire at Rome, 
That we muſt arm to ſhield him from his doom; 75 
League with thoſe Pow'rs, who aid and plead his cauſe, 
Tho! at the riſk of breaking Heaven's laws? . 
To proſper here a curſe from God might prove, 
While to miſcarry would evince his love. | 

When haughty Princes keenly thus combine, 
As if en. harked in a cauſe Divuie, : 80 
To cruſh fai Freedom in her ſtruggling riſe, 
And fo wage war again the ruling Skies; 
Almighty King! ſay, © Hither ſhall ye come, 
Ind here you our too well- earned —_ 

s * 


In me'a foe: they 


3 
« I fix the bound o'er which you caunot paſs, . 
* Ye lawleſs lords, *gainſt me you thus tranſgre + 
LJ can at plealure catch you with my hook, 
Turn with my rein+, or ſlay with my rebuke; 


« For earth 8 each Ms, I at will can bind, 8; 
von or late ſhall find. | 
5 5:4,” e 


+ The retreat of he combined . laſt year reminds one of 
the meſſage God ſent by his prophet, to a boaſting tyrant of ola, 
« Becatſe thy rage againſt me, and thy tumult is cometwp ind 
* mine ears: therefore will 1 put my hook in thy coſe, and my bridle 


in thy li lips, and Iwill turn thee back by the way by which thea 


% cameſt,” Iſa, 37. 29. Previous to that retreat, was literally fu, 
filled what God threatens by another prophet; © 1 have teken awzy 
®, your horſes, and I have made the ſtink of your camps to come up 
into your noſtrils? and the partition of Poland ſhews there h 
reaſon to add, Yet have ye not rerurned vnto me, faith. the 
« Lord,” Ano 4. 10. On that occaſſon, the ſcaſbnable Interpo 
tion of Providence was too obvious to be denied; and the faaic 
may be repeatec, notwithſtanding all the infidelity of France, 
The Reader needs ſcarce be told that the above paragraph in the 
„ was written when the King cf Pruſſia, and the Duke 
Bronſwick marched their troops into France, and publiſhed mani 
feſtoes ſo deſcriptive of the moſt degrading tyranny; at which 
time the affairs of that nation wore a very gloomy aſpe&, Every 
Briton, worthy of the name; muſt have felt his boſom burn with 
Mmdignation at ſuch an outrage on the rights of a free nation, and 
the chums of humanity : for their oftenfible obje& was to reſtore 
the ancient government in Church and State, and their infamous, 
gaſconading manifeſtoes left no alternative between implicit ſub- 
miſſion, and being put to the ſword. Under the impreſſion 
duced by ſuch conduct, the author wrote part of this Poem, which ich 
may account for what ſome may dedm ſevere againſt the deſpots of 
e earth, who are content to trampls on the rights of human nature, 
f they can only dwintain and enge their own undue authority. 
Should any take occaſion hence to ſyppoſe that the author is an e- 
nemy to kingly government, or friendly to the republican ſyſtem, 
he is wightily miſtaken; for there is a material difference betwix: 
reprobating the abuſe, or pervetſitm of a thing, andyeprobatiog 
that thing in itſelf, or the lawful <xerciſe of it. Our la acceſſion 
tothe cauſe refarred to above, ga ve occaſion to ſome lines in tra- 
cribing, and the author is neither ilhamed nar afraid to declare 
his regret, that we ſhanld fo- long keep ſuch company as will in the 
iſſne brirg us neither honour pur advantage: for it is entirety ow 
ing to that coalition that we come now to be involved in a charge 


part er intended En other powers; for When the ai, 
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« Be timely wiſe, leſt I contempt ſhould pour, 
« On all your ſtate, in one ill-fated hour; 
« For ſoon, can, L moſt terrible appear, 90 
« To thoſe, who ſceptreg, crowns and purple wear; 
« Can make tizem baſe as earth on which they tread, 
« Whence mark the fate of many a crowned-head, 
„% Since Pharaoh proyd, who 'gainſt me did conſpixe, 
« To the lalt tyrant that hath felt mine ire: 
« For nature's Lord, invincible in fight, os 
« Shall (trike thro” kin 05 and. all theirboaſted miglit, 
„And them gexwhelar with one eternal night; 
« Should they in pride, and vain ambition ſoar, 
„Their pow'r abuſe, their, Sov'reign not adore.” * 

Ol that the great would bear this truth in mind, 100 
That earth's „hole greawels ſoon a bound ſhall find, 
hat wealth and honours to the grave bur ad, 
Where link, alike the Hlavetand crowned head;  -. 
Where diſappear the gaudy ſcenes of courts, 
And Death with titles, and with greatneſs ſports! 10; 
O! that they ſought true honours from, above, 
he ſat of peace, of purity, and love, 
Where all, in dignity, are kings to God, 
And ſerve as prielis in his ſublime abode! 11 
This kept in view, what peace Oer earth e. 
What mutual, love, to baniſh human pain 

Ere loug the pett deſpots of the plain, _ 
Who er 
With all the tribe of tyrants high and low,, 
Who ſeck-their plealuzes by a Brother's woes 115 
Whoſe rich pot non, and acquired ſtore, 


Is but a ttibuts esc Lohr the poor; -- 
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Let was, the earth bear in mind, that Gd is King of 
kings and Lord of lords, who has an indiſpenfible claim to their 
loyalty and ob> ence. : If they rule not in- hie ſear, according to 


* 


e 

bs his laws, and far his CH, they may expect to feel the tertyrs of 
— his wrath, „ Be wiſe, theretote, O ye. kings: be inſtructed, ye 
TC 


©, Judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with far, and rejoigg with 
_ trenbling, K . *he Son leſt ke be angry, and ye pci Fd 
* the way, when his wrath 1s kinqicd Vut a ate; bleTcd arc \ 
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Of keen remorſe ſhall prove the abject prey, 
When they, with int'reſt, muſt the whole repay. 
Deaf to the cries of hunger and diſtreſs, 120 
The poor and needy they could ſtill oppreſs, 
As if their Maker to their wrongs were blind, 
And them deny'd the feelings of our kind 
They too ſhall cry, but cry for aid in vain, F 
When God ſhall treat their perſons with diſdain. 125 
The Pow'r ſupreme, whoſe kingdom rules o'er all, 
Whoſe are each people on the earthly ball, 
Says, Hence oppreflors ſhall pervade no more 
Their land, I've ſeen the ills they much deplore; 
And will their wrongs, and grievances redreſs,.— 130 
Hear this, ye proud, that your own race oppreſs. 
Believe, your Folge will you ſuch deeds repay, 
When once certake you ſhall your judgment day. 
To Him, what all the pow'rs that rule on earth, 
Who can at will remand their vital breath; 135 
Their naked fouls then ſummon to his bar, | 
And them from bliſs for ever baniſh far; 
Who can to deſpots from his Throne above, 
Array'd with juſtice, far more dreadful prove 
Than in wrath can to their meaneſt thrall, 140 
Who at their foot-ſtool may in terror fall}. 
Man may forget his latter end—the tomb, 
And baniſh from his thoughts the final doom; 
But Death and Judgment will one day appear, 
And to the guilty countleſs horrors wear. 145 
The day is fix'd—the dread deciſive Gay, FLY 
W hich hall the juſtice of our Judge diſplay; 
Their fate determine who his laws defpiſe, 
Before aſſembled ſons of earth and Kies 
e who oppreſs, or injure human kind, e 
On this great day your juſt reward ſhall find. 
Tt oppreſſed's Judge, to whom revenge belongs, 
Shall then ſhine forth avenging all their wrongs. 
Kg" en n e 7 Proud 
1 He ſhall cut off the ſpirit of princes: terribl: w the lin 
"Eon. Lg 
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Proud Europeans Afric's ſons who thrall'd, 
With theſe confronted, ſhall be quite appal'd, 155 
When all their deeds arc weigh'd in equal ſcale, 
And retributive juſtice ſhall prevail. 
Ye ſervile tyrants of the Britiſh iſle, 
Who all our coaſts with human blood defile, 
Incur of guilt an awful, pond'rous load, 160 
Prepare to meet your mighty Judge and God. 
Believe the day—the great avenging day, 
Will Heav'n's dread terror mk your crimes diſplay; 
If not remitted, into hell you turn, 
Where you for ever ſhall be left to mourn. # 165 
The flave and lord ſhall then on par appear, 
Nor this, nor that his paſt condition bear. 

Ye wretched captives of baſe avarice' ſlaves, 
Truſt in that Lord who the. oppreſſed faves; 
Will make them triumph o'er their haughty foes, 170 
Who at his coming ſhall be drunk with woes. 
Not clime or hue regards the Pow'r on high, 
'Tis inward worth attraQts his gracious eye. 
At his dread bar, who form'd the human race, 
The Peer may quake, his vaſſal yet find grace. 175 
There kings and rulers, with the poor, muſt ſtand, 
Their doom receive from his Almighty hand; 
When birth, nor grandeur favour can procure, 
Who can the terrors of that day endure f? 

On «his reflect, ye who in war delight, 180 
How ſhall you then ſupport the awful fight, 
When thofe who fell before their time ſhall ſtand, 
And vengeance due on you their foes demand? 
What men term war, too oft in'God's pure eye, 
Is Murder! Murder of the deepeſt die; 185 
Which on a land brings guiltleſs blood in ſtore, 
For which one time ſhall myriads ſad deplore: 
For foes oppos'd cannot both juſtice claim, 
One ſide at leaſt muſt ſurely merit blame. 


Let 


+ Neither their filver nor their gold ſhall be able to deliver them 
io the day of the Lord's wrath, Zeph. 1. 38, | 


* 


Sin points the piece, and whets the fatal ſteel, 


( 58.) 
Lt ſtateſmen weigh the cauſe in equal ſcale, 190. * 
And no baſe motive with them once prevail; 
Then ſhall mankind the ſcourge of war rare feel, i N 


While precious peace promotes the public weal. 
Kind Heav'n! ward off the dreadful ſcourge of war, H. x 


: 1 


From all our coaſts, O keep it diſtant far! 195 WK: 1 
Of human blocd the ſad effuſion check, | 4 \ 
On its dire fruits lead Statefmen to reflect! . 
Tho' guilt abound within Britannia's coaſt, « 1 
And we are prone of fleſh's frail arm to boaſt; « \ 
Vet ys chaſtiſe not with deſerved ire, . 200 . 
Ah! "who can bear this? it conſumes like fire. 

Thou righteous art, becauſe our fins increaſe, 

In Teaving war to gorge the fruits of peace; | 
'This'kideous fury raging, to march forth, 6 
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Our God provok d, may ſoon our glory ſtain, 
Since guilt abounds, and myriads count it gain. 215 
»Tis this makes warriors bleed, their kindred mourn, 
While war's dread flames with waſting fury burn. 


The fource of all the ills we dread or feel. 

_'ihy guilt, Britannia, oft hath kindled war, 220 
Which bane, may Heav'n from thy coaſts baniſh far, 
Give ſkill to thoſe who ſteer the veſſel's helm, 
That founder not in this abyſs our realm!, 
Have not the Towers into depths us brought +, 

It fame be true, theſe depths defign'dly ſought? 225 
Om "<« Be 


me + Thy "rowers have brought thee, i ito great waters: the caſt- 
wiud hath broken thee in the mi the feas, EZzek 27. 26. 


(59% ) 


« Pe wiſe, ye Britons, {till averſe to wege 
« War with the nations, or their ire enrage; 
« For conquelt may not always crown. your arms, 
« Nor lates be aw'd by all your loud alarms. 
© Peace, peace alone can your bleſt ſtate reſtore, 230 
« Repair the loſſes you have borne before; : 
« Extend your commerce, and your had decreaſe, 
« Whence prize and cheriſh all the means of peace. 
« 'Tho' conqueſt ſhould her laurels ſtiii beſtow, 
« Make Britain triumph o'er her ev'ry foe; 235 
« Yet o'er the ſpoils Humanity muſt wail, 
« While thouſands periſh as her arms prevail. 
% Not war---but Science can a {tate adorn, 
« Tmpart true fame, add luſtre to a throne. 
Jo this Britannia greater glory owes, 240 
« Than to her num'rous triumphs o'cr her foes. 
„ler Claſſic page her more renown will gain, 
„% Than all her battles on the. hoſtile plain: 
For Mads hcroic with the brave would die, 245 
Did Science not aid, and time's {tern pow'r defv”+. 
| Not 


+ The above extract is taken ſrom a work lately publiſhed, en- 
itled * A Monitory Addreſs to Great Britain, reſpecting our 
prevailing iniquities, and the juſt diſpl-2ſure of God already mani- 
ſeſted on that account, and which we have farther reaſon to dread, 
1 not ſpeedily forſaken. It is much to be wiſhed the prevailing 
ſpirit of the times would permit our attending to ſuch ſeaſonable 
Þdmonitions to reform our manners, and ſo prevent our impending - 
loom. Heaven forbid we ſhould be yet arrived at ſuch a ſtage of 
iu fidelity and vice vs will make admonitions, however neceſſary, 
and ſeaſonable, equally unwelcome and ineſſæctual! ſuch a 
ſtage as may provoke God to deny his bleſſing to any attempts to 
promote our icformation, and his ear to the prayers of thoſe that 

read the effects of his diſpleaſure, ths daily deprecate impending 
wrath. To ſuch a paſs, however, were thing* brought in ancient 
iracl, as we learn from their hiſtory; and their charaRer and fate 
pre held up in Scripture for our admonition and warning. The 
following lines from that production, have been but too ſoon and 
literally verified; ard time may diſcover that the author's appre- 
penſions in other refpedts are too well founded. — 


Thy Commerce, Britain, is a ſpreading gourd, 
Which ſeems a laſting ſhelter to afford; 

Yet, ah! a worm in ſecret gnaws the root, 
The breath of Heav'n can blaſt its fiireft frult. 


(69 | 


Not war, but Peace can raiſe a People's head, 
Whence ſtill purſue the means to peace that lead; 
Nor till your feuds with neighbour ſtates prolong... 
The Battle is got always to the ſtrong. hy 
Nay, partial ſucceſs oft a ſnare doth prove, _ 266 
In tracts precarious war delights to move; - (paign, 
Whence thoſe are cruſh'd, when clos'd the long cam- 
Who, fluſh'd with hope, their foes did oft diſdain. 
Let thoſe not then, who gird their harneſs on, 
Exulting boaſt, as who the cauſe have won. 25; 
War can but add to our too grievous load :, | 
Waſte blood and treaſure, and offend our God; 

| | Increaſc 


+ That the immenſe load of our national debt hath rapidly in- 
creaſed, by the wars in which we have been at different times ur- 
happily involved, is increaſing, and will ſtill increaſe while preſent 
meaſures are proſecuted, and exiſting abuſes perpetuated, will ap- 

pear from the following ſtatement of its progreſs from the year 

1739, to the year 1786. 1 

| . Capital. Intereſt, 


Before the war in 1740, the debt was 46,382,650—-1,903,961 
In 1749, after the war, 78,166, 906—2, 765, 606 
Encreaſed by nine years of war, 31,784,256— 361,747 
Diminiſhed by eight years of peace, 3,089,641 111,590 


Amount at the beginning of the war? - 

At the end of the war in 1763, 146,582,844—4,840,811 
Encreaſed by cight years of war,  71,505,580——42,186,803 
Reduced by twelve years of peace, 10,639,79 3-— 400,000 


Amount in 1775, I 35,943,05 14,440,841 
Amount in 1786, three years after 
the concluſion of the Americ -266,72.5,097—9,5 36,046 


war | 
Enereaſed by the American war, I30,782,046— 5,095,105 


To the above might be added the ſums expended on the Ruſſian 
armament, the Nootka ſound armament, and the eight millions 
borrowed by the miniſter, at the high intereſt of eight per cent. 
which is but an item to what the war may yet coſt, and the injury 
it has already done to commerce and public credit; all which mui 
be placed to the account of the nation. Previous to the period at 
which the above account commences, one of the moſt ſur ceſsful 

wars that Britain ever waged, and to her arms the moſt glorious, 
viz. that carried on by Qucen Anne and her allics againſt Loui 
XIV. was yet productive of ſerious conſequences to the nation, 
both in reſpect of men and treaſure. The ſiege and taking of one 
of the frontier towns of France, coſt her famous genera) 8 


1 ̃ 
!ncreaſe our guilt, bring blood on us in ſtore, 
Of which, alas! our Land is full before 4; 
F A 


of Marlborough, the lives of 20,000 Britons. When peace was 
reftored, the national debt, which at the commencement of *he 
war amountedonlyto L. 16,394,701, had increaſed to L.5 3,681,176, 
an enormous ſum in thoſe days. If the advantages of the moſt 
proſperous war cannot counterbalance the loſſes that muſt unavoid- 
ably attend it, what muſt be the conſ:quences of a diſaſterous war, 
one month of which may expend more than the economy of years 
can ſave, tho* commerce ſhould fleuriſh, as appears from the ſum 
we have been able to pay off fince peace was made with America, 
contraſted with that expended during the war? 

Tho' our boaſted commerce ſhould extend and flouriſh (thro' the 
continuance of peace, without which it is impoſſible it ſhould long 
flouriſh) even for an age to come, inſtead of ſuffering a defalcation, 
cr occaſional interruptions, the intereſt of the load of public debt 
already contracted, with the current expences of each year, will at 
leaſt keep pace with our revenue. But war will ever increaſe the 
burdens of the Public, while it deſtroys the means either of beur- 
ing or abating them; whence it is madneſ to dream that our re- 
ſources will always bear proportion to our demands. Every thing 
hath its limits beyond which it cannot be puſhed with ſafety. 

Did not groſs abuſes of one kind or other prevail, which a ſhort» 
r duration of Parliament, and a mere adequate repreſentation of 
he People, agreeable to the Britiſh Conſtitution, might have pro- 
vented, the Nation would not at preſent be ſaddled with ſuch an 
pormous burden. But there are not a few whoſe intereſt it is that 
theſe ſhould [till prevail, which accounts for the clamours of ſome 
pgainſt every attempt to reform them; for that patriotiſm, which 
prefers the proſperity of one's Country at large to private emolu- 
nent, is rarely found among minions and- Court-dependents, In 
ne natural world, a certain vermine owe their very exiſtence to 
orruption, live by it, and periſh when it fails them; their de- 
graded rank in the icale of being rendering them unfit to ſubſiſt 
any where elſe. 

Theſe gentlemen who were lately ſo forward to publiſh their re- 
olutions to the world, approving of the preſent war with France, 
und promiſing to ſupport Government in proſecuting it, both with 
neit fortunes and their lives, ſhould have doubtleſs ſhewed ſo much 
egard to their plighted faith, as to ftep forth to ſupport the Miui- 
er, and not leave him at tne very commencement of the war un- 
ler the diſagreeable neceſſity of borrowing eight millions ſterling 

t the enormous intereſt of L. & per cent.: for to this they were the 
ather bound, becauſe Miniſtry relying on their promiſes, and ta- 
ng their declarations for the voice of the Country in general, 
were induced, perhaps with too little precaution, to enter into an 
npopular war, that will in all probability add neither 9 our 
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683 
A load more vaſt than all our pub ig debt, 2000 


May Heav'n propitious the dread ſum remit! 
States 


fame nor proſperity. But theſe patriots love their money a 
well as thoſe who have all along diſapproved of the preſent hoſ ile 
ſyſtem, and are content with their own ſhare of the burden it muſt 
occaſton, Perhaps, however, if not levelled by their favourite 
meaſure, that they have -been as good as their word, and hence 
have their zeal rewarded by the boon of L. 8 per cent. for their 
money, while commerce cannot yield ene. The happy fruits d 
the war, ſetting aſide the effuſion of human blood, may be ſeenin 
the ſhock given to public credit, by which many thouſands are 
thrown out of employment, and their families reduced to extreme 
want. We have been aſſured, that from the firſt of January to the 
28th of May, no fewer than 642 Commiſſi ons of Bankruptcy have 
appeared ia the Gazette; which amounted to many millions, it- 1 
deed to a ſum much greater than all the ſpecie at preſent in the n 
tion, But to compenſate for this, a few popular things are done; 
aud among the reſt, the poor North Britons are eaſed of L. 1c, co 


or I. 12, O0 coal-duty, while in lieu, to prevent the ſatal effes Wi 
of intoxication among them, their Diſtiller y is ail: fſed with the ad ſt 
diticnal burden of L. 100, 00. Were not this tax conſined to une 0 
part of the nation, and of courſe partial and invidious in its operas al 
tion, it might be tolerable. But it befriends our morals, and con- Ct 
ſults our domeſtic felicity, and therefore ſhould be gratefully borne, ot 
: Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes. | | 01 

But it is good policy, ſay ſome, not only to increaſe our taxes, 

but alſo to borrow as much money on Government- credit as pil 
ſible, becauſe, let their meaſures be what they will, this will in Je 
fallibly ſecure the ſupport of the lenders, and all their friends, l {ti 
by any change in the mode of adminiſtration, their ſecuriry ſhouls da 
ſuffer. Be it ſo, but wky ſhould we not have ſome mercy on he um 
ſterity? The Parents, faith the Apoſtle, ſnould lay up for the ch 
children, and not the children for the parents. It will be grante J 1 
that he does not mean, Parents ſhould ſaddle their children vit of 
debts. Why then ſhould we reverſe this zxiom, by laying up fa ha 
generations to come an accumulating load of public debt (1 wild! Tt 
could except our public guilt) a load which they can never exhall =. 
tho' they ſhould add nothing to the ſcore? Such an ipherinand me 
will afford them little reaſon to bleſs the memory of thoſe whi ug 
_ have entailed it upon them, and their children's children, probeb F 
till the found of the laſt jubilee trumpet announce the diſcharge f wil 
' this debt, or cantel the bonds of the creditors. Is it ſafe or hv ſha 
nourable in ſiates, to reſemble fpendthrift heirs, who borrow at & 1 


1 very hand while confidence can lend, perhaps at an extra vag 
rate becauſe, ſorſooth, they neitker mean nor expect to repay ic 
principal? May not Poſterity have occaſion to borrow as well 
we? nay, if they copy our example, will ibey not find —_ 


— 


( 163. ))* 
States for their guilt, their rulers often change, 

Experience viciſſitudes moſt ſtrange; 
Become the ſeat of anarchy and ſtriſe, 
While are expos'd both property and life. 265 
Yet nations Ruler o'er their broils preſides, _ tay 
And people's tumults by his wiſdom guides; 
Extracting good from each apparent ill, 3 
And giving eſſect to his ſov'reign will. 
No human crime can fruſtrate his deſign, 270 

| Who works thro' all with energy divine; 

Not rare employs ev'n foes to plead his cauſe, 

| And recompence the inſults of his laws. 

No ſervice done him or by friend or foe, 

Shall its reward in Providence forego. 275 

The Revolution; in the ſtates of earth, 


Which have of late to events ſtrange giv'n birth, 
' 'F'2 * 


under the dire neceffity of doing it, if in their power? Why then 

ſhould we pre-occupy them, by binding on their ſhoulders a griev- , 

ous burden, which neither we ourſelves, nor our fathers were well 

able to bear? Doe envy them the power of making one ſingle 

cruſade? or is it becauſe we think the world will terminate with | 
ourſelves, or that we are quite unconcerned about the happineſs of 

our deſcendants ? 0 


* 


wp. 


+ What an eminent prophet, or rather God by him, ſaid of*the 
Jewiſh nation, applies, alas! but too well to our own. Only ſub- 
{tirute Britain and Ireland in place of the Houſe of Iſrael and Ju- 
dah, and let the Reader ſay it God, the immediate witneſs, and 
impartial Judge of our national conduct, may not bring the ſame 
charge againſt ourſetves. © The iniquity ofthe houſe of Iſrael and 
Judah, of Britain and Ireland, is exceeding great, and the land is full 
of blood, and the city full of perverſeneſs: for they ſay, The Lord 
hath forſaken the earth, and the Lord ſeeth not.” Ezek. 9. 9. 
The threatening which God ſubjoins was awfully veriſied in the 
experience of that nation, .as appears from their hiſtory; As for 
me alſo, mine eye ſhall not ſpare, neither will I have pity; but I. 
will recompence their way upen their head.” Who can tell but 
he may have already ſaid the ſame of us? The decree once paſſed 
will not fail to bring forth. The word once gone out of his month, 
fall not return void. Such as believe there ig a God in heaven, 
who rules as Governor among the nations, will not treat this eon- 
lideration lightly, ſeeing there. is ſo much cauſe; and as far the nu- 
merous tribes of inſidels, their approaching fate will eſſectually con- 
1285 up of what they will not now believe, and to this we muſt 
refer them. . 
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If own'd of God, what force can them oppoſe? 
Who this attempt but haſten their own woes. 
If He once work, who can with-hold his hand? 28; 
Combined Pow'rs cannot his Will withitand. 
If He concur not, ruin ſoon they find, 
Without the hoſtile aid of human kind. 
Let nations know that He of kings is King, 
Before whoſe Face they're both an empty thing; 28; 
But like the duſt that cleaveth to the ſcile, 
What can their force againſt þis pow'r avail ? 
The human race from his watch-tow'r on high, 
_ Appear like graſhoppers before his eye. 
| Their broils and buſtle ſim'lIar feats diſplay, 290 
— As would to us an emmet throng or fray. 
From all the contefts that ariſe on earth, 
Whatever motives influence their birth, 
His ſov'reign will without control be done, 
O'er ev'ry clime enlighten'd by the ſun! 295 

While nations own him as their Lord and King, 

And earthly Pow'rs their tribute to Him bring. I 
When theſe bear {way according to his laws, 2 

Approv'd of Him, men will give due applauſe: 
But when they rule, their pow'r extend, at will, 30% 

Oppreſs the good, promote and ſhield the ill; 1 

Their reign a ſcourge to human kind ſhalt prove. t 

And be deteſted by the Pow'r above. 

Thom. Paine may ſlander Royalty's proud line, 

And urge that Commonweals have right divine; 

But tyrants are the brood that level kings, Zei 
And tell the world, Theſe all are noxious things;-- 
Fierce beaſts of pray that fail not to devour, 

When once their booty is within their pow'r. 

The G---m-n t---g---rs, and the R---f{---n b---r, 312 
On that big name a laſting blot confer; 

With all the perfidies of this grand tribe, 

Whoſe confcience oft ambitious pow'r can bribe. 
Themſelves do more to nullify their fway, 


Than alFthat Modern Politics can fay: 3 FF 
For State-intrigues, and their illicit art, ha 
Thoſe weapons forge which wound in time their heat ſor 
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( 65 ) 
Occaſion woe to myriads of our race, 
Who ne'er poſſeſs'd or penſion, fee or place; 

Make Crowns and Sceptres ſcarce a tempting thing, 
What prudent man would chuſe to be a king? 320 
To kings and ſtateſmen, we this truth propoſe, 

Mankind, with Freedom loft, all virtue liſet, 
Whence to all ranks ſhe doubtleſs ſhould be dear, 
Lach riſk to loſe her ſtill excite their tear; 325 
Whence let not pow'r preſume in chains to bind, 
Ihe free-born iflue of the human mind. 

Let reaſon ſpec'late unconfin'd and free, 

And all our thoughts be left at liberty. 330 
Theſe once controll'd, man proves a knave or fool, 
Let no ſuch edicts paſs from wiſdom's ſchool. 
Grant, ev'ry boon we ſhare prongs alloy, 


Shall therefore we our ev'ry boon deſtroy? * 
3 To 


+ On the ſentiment contained in the above line from Paradiſe 
Loſt, Dr Newton remarks in a note, Milton every where ſhows 
a love of liberty; and here he obſerves very rightly, that the loſs 
« of liberty is ſoon followed by the loſs of all virtue and religion. 
« There are ſuch ſentiments (adds he) in ſeveral parts of his proſe 
« works, as well as in Ariſtotle and other maſters cf Politics.“ 
The paſſage in its connettion is part of Michael's addreſs in viſion 
to our firit Parent, and runs thus 


Thoſe whom laſt thou ſaw'ſt 

Ia triumph and luxurious wealth, are they 

Firſt ſeen in acts of proweſs eminent, 

And great exploits; but of true virtue void: 

Who having ſpilt much blood, and dane much waſte, 
Subduing nations, and achiev'd thereby 

Fame in the world, high titles, and rich prey, 

Shall change their courſe to pleaſure, eaſe, and ſloth, 
Surfeit, and luſt, till wantonneſs and pride 

Raiſe out of friendſhip hoſtile deeds in peace. 

The conquer'd alſo, and inflav'd by war, 

Sball, with their fi eedorn left, all virtue loſe, | 
And fear of God. Pazapiss LosrT, B. XI. 


The author here alludes to the freedom of the Preſs, that pa- 
ladium of Britiſh liberty, to reſtrict which ſeveral bold attempts 
have of late been made. Theſe ſeem to argue a conſciouſneſs of - 
ſomething amiſs, that cannot bear inveſtigation; for where this is 
not the caſe, chere is nothing to be dreaded from paper-ſhot. This 

privilege, 


(66 ) 


To none can truth a noxious Libel prove, \ 
Whoſe deeds are ſanction'd by the Pow'r above; 73; 
"Who wills that men ſhould all their See employ, 


I afſert her rights, would they her fruits enjoy. 

Her fanction Truth from earthly Courts ne'er draws, 

Nor can be fetter'd—no, by human laws, 

Which ne'er ſhould fix a padlock on the mind, - 340 

?*Fis God's alone the inner man to bind. 

When rulers govern by the gen'ral will, 

For public good their civil truſt fulfill, 

Their worthy deeds to all endear their name, 

And ſhall ſecure them juſtly earned fame. 343 

When theſe are virtuous, and with wifdom bleſo'd, 

Mild in their ſway, aud of juſt fame poſſeſs'd, 

Beneath their ſhade the people ſafe recline, 

And public cares with confidence reſiyn. 

"Yet would I aſk, and let who will reply, 350 

Who views mankind with an impartial cye, 

Are theſe the fitteſt ever to preſide, . . 
Wich virtue bleſs'd, and wiſdom too, to guide, 

Who, ſelf-eleCtcd, riſe above their peers, | 

As, ah! not rare in Britain's ifle appears; \ 333 

Amidſt proud boalts of pceileſs liberty, 
The equal boon of men of each degree +? 1 

I 


pen no doubt, like every other, may be, and hath been 
uſed; but the evils ariſing from its abuſe, ate not once to be com- 
pared with thoſe which muſt flow from its reftrition or diſuſe 
Eut thanks to the trial of a Paine for producing fuch an able defenc: 
of the liberty of the Preſs, as muſt have a friendly influence on the 
genuine principles of Britiſh freedom. Thus may every effort to 
abridge the rights of men, ſerve eventually to enlarge and eſtabli 
Siem * 


1— 

4 Unbleſt by victue, government a league 
Becomes, a circling junto of the great, 

To rob by law; religion mild, a yoke 
To tame the ſtooping ſoul, a trick of ſtate 
To maſk their rapine, and to ſhare the prey. 

What are without it Senates, but a farce 

Of conſultation deep, and reaſon frec; 

While the determin'd voice and heart are ſold? 

What boalted Freedom, but a founding name? 
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( 67 ) 
is from the people rightful Pow'rs ariſe, 
Which govern mult according to the Skies; 
Whoſe laws tranfgreſs'd, illicit is their ſway, 360 
And Heav'n ſhall frown, while fellow men-obey. 
May ne'er ſuch deeds diſgrace our George's reign. 
As oft, too oft the ſway of princes ſtain, 
That he may rule a 2 and free, | 
who giving, ſhare the boon of Liberty; 365 
That Britain henceforth no ſuch ſhock once feel, 
As lately have made ſtates and empires reel! 
May Peace and Plenty long our Iſland bleſs, 
As fruits of Piety and Righteouſneſs; 
While vice each where conceals her odious head, 370 
And none in pow'r are found her cauſe to plead! 
May Kings and Rulers learn the happy art, 
Of braring ſway ſtill in their People's heart; 
Learn too, to live in peace with one another, 
hat none henceforth wage war againſt his Brother! 
That this fell ſcourge our race no more infeſt, 375 
Ah! when ſhall men from this deſtroyer reſt; 
Their mard'rous ſwords + converted to plough-ſhares, 
And pruning hooks form'd of their hoſtile nm; . 
'T 


And wha: Election, but a market vile, 
Of Slaves ſ:If-barter'd ? " 
Man knows no maſter ſave creating H av'n, 
Or thoſe whom choice and common good ordain. 
THOMSON. 
To thoſe alluded to by the poet may be applicd what a prophet 


hath ſaid of the Chaldeans, “their judgment and their dignity 
ful! proceed of themſclves.” Hab. 1. 7. "IC 


+ By the above phraſe the author does not mean to condemn war 
indiſcriminately, for caſes may occur in which it is unavoidable on 
honourable terms, and of courſe, juſt and neceſſary. In no war 
however can both parties have juſtice on their fide, tho' both may 
indeed be wropg; whence the phraſ2 murderous ſwords, as applied 
to war in generzl, is and muſt be juſtifiable, without aſcertaining 
on whcſ2 ſide jaſtice is, in any particular caſe. The reaſons au- 
thoriſiag war on any occaſion, muſt be ſuch as will juſtify the Party 
aggreſſi ag in the ſight both of Gol and man: for no formalities or 
political expediency can juſtify that in the conduct of one indep2n- 
dent late tywards andther, which is r:pugnaat to the precepts of 
. morality, 


( 68 ) 
Ah! when ſhall ſtate riſe againſt ſtate no more, 38 


Nor fleets invade an unoffending ſhore ? 
Ill men remove from preſ-nce of each unf 


Their wicked counſels, Lord, to nothing bring; 

Then ſhall their thrones on righteous baſes ſtand, 

And peace, and wealth, and plenty crown their land!“ 
Ye Rulers, imitate the King above, 385 

And let your deeds to men atteſt your love. 

He left a pattern to the great and brave, 

In coming to deſtroy life? No, to ſave. 

The blood of ſubjects in- his ſight is dear+: 390 

He in his bottle puts their ev'ry tear. 

Confound not then your ſubjects with your ſoes, 

Nor them to danger without cauſe expoſc. 8 

on't 


morality, or the laws of the Chriſtian religion, and would be cri- 
minal in the conduct of individuals. 

To conſtitute war juſt and equitable, it is not enough that the 
object in view be of ſuch magnitude as to warrant an appeal to the 
ſword, without which it would be ſporting with the lives and dear- 
eſt rights of men, and bartering them for a _ of ſmall moment; 
every eligible mean muſt be alſo previouſly tried, in order, if poſſi 
ble, to accommedate matters withcut having recourſe to hoſtile 
meaſures, which ſhould be the very laſt expedient, and adopted 
only after every other fails. The author of an Elegy, ſaid to hart 
been written on the plain of Fontenoy, ſome time alter that fatal 
battle had been fought, which coſt many a valiant Briton his life, 
ſeems to have been of the opinion that war, as generally condu&- 
ed, is a murderous or bloody trade, as appears from the following 
ſtanzas. 


Ves, the time was, nor very far the date, 
When carnage here her crimſon toil began; 
When nations“ ſtandards wav'd in threat'ning ſtate, 
And Man the murd' rer met the murd' rer Man. 


For War is Murder, tho' the voice of Kings 
Has ſtyl'd it Juſtice, ſtyl'd it Glory too, 
Yet from worſe motives, fierce ambition ſprings, 
And there, fix'd prejudice is all we view! 


From barb'rous Turkey to Britannia's ſhore, 
Oppoling int'reſts into rage increaſe; 
Deſtruction rears her ſceptre, tumults roar, 


Ah! where ſhall hapleſs man repoſe in peace? - 


0 Prov. 25. 3. + Pſal. 72. 
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Don't hurry mortals from the preſent ſtate, 

In ſhoals, while unprepar'd to meet their fate; 395 

As if the king cf terrors were too flow, 

In thruſting mankind from the world below; 

As if his quiver were exhauſted qu ite, 

Unleſs you ſummon mankind to the fight. 

Did we of late deteſt the death of One+, 400 

That too, becauſe deny'd a Tecond ſun; 

And ſhall we not the foe of myriads mourn, 

Who in a moment drop into their urn; 

By mutual wounds ruſh to the bar of God, 

Oppreſs'd with guilt, and all beſmear'd with blood? 
Ye Kings and Rulers, who o'cr ſtates preſide, 405 

Let wiſdom, truth, and juſtice be your guide. 

Neer ſeek more pow'r than aids you to do good, 

Of this pofleſs'd, employ it for v God, 

That millions bleſs you as their Friend and Sire, 410 

Ard to prolong your earned fame conſpire. 

The more you graſp at pow'r, the leſs you ſhare; 

Ihe proud attempt may iſſue in deſpair: 

For pow'r unbounded none can claim but God, 

Who this uſurp, ſhall not eſcape his rod, 415 

Whether by open force, or ſecret art,. — 

Whence ſhun whate'cr hath cauſed others ſmart. - 

While 


+ Louis, the late unhappy king of France, whoſe requeſt of three 
days reſpite from executiou, after the fentence was paſled, in order 
to be prepared for that folemn change, the National Convention 
ſaw meet to deny. While we reprobate this part cf their conduct, 
tho" they might have ſtrong reaſons to urge for ſo doing, let us re- 
fe& on the many thouſands that are hurried into Eternity, without 
a mument's time to chink on the important change, and prepare for 
1, whole ſouls are equally precious in the ſight of God as the ſouls 
of kivgs. This is the caſe in all wars, and when kings and cabinets 
determine upon hoſtilitie?, they in effect paſs ſentence of death on 
an unknown number of their innocent ſubjects: but becauſe this is 
common it is not minded; yet if unneceſſary the Lord will require 
it. In this caſe, the more ſignal the victories they obtain over 
their enemies, and the greater number of them they leave dead on 
the field of battle, the more do they accumulate their own guilt, 
and the greater wrath do they treaſure up for themſelves; a cor ſi- 
deratiou which ought to have its weight with ſtates and. ſtateſmen. 
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While human feelings at the deed recoil, 
Which lately did of life a Monarch ſpoil, v 
Let each Crown'd-Headthence ſound inſtruction draw, 
Regard his oath—regard his Sov'reign's law, 420 
Who righteous is in cauſing ſome to ſmart, | 
Where biaſs'd men ſuſtain a guilty. part. 
That God revere, whoſe nawe is Ming of kings, 
Who to the duſt both prince and * brings: 423 


Where come to nought Ambition's foaring ſchemes, 


i. 
- 


And ſordid Av'rice-drops here golden dreams; 
Where lawleſs tyrants vex their kind no more, 
And reſt alike the wealthy and the poor; 


Where prince and peaſant on a level lic, g 430 


Till Lime is loſt in vaſt Eternity. 
If people ſmart when Kings wrong ſteps purſue, 
To this dread act let theſe direct their view: 


For ſim' lar cauſes like effects produce, 


May pow'r ne'er fwerve to its direct abuſe! 43 
8 that all Kings from paſt events would learn, 

To lend attention to their juſt concern; 

Jo rule by right, diſdaining courtly arts, * 


CR 


And ſtill practiſing what true fame imparts ! 


Their Throne ſecur'd, would then with luſtre ſhine, 

And 'neath its ſhade their People ſafe recline. 440 

_ Great Waſhington, thy fame ſhall deathleſs prove, 

Thy conduct ſanction'd by the Pow'r above. 

The laurels won ſtill bloom upon thy brow, 

Thy worthy deeds from no ſelf-int'reſt low. 445 

Prudent and firm thy proweſs in the field, 

In peace to none thy private virtues yield. | 

While Deſpots bow at proud ambition's ſhrine, 

Let Patriot-virtue ever more be thine; | 

And annals page to lateſt ages tell, 450 

How with thy conqueſts Deſpotiſm fell+. | 

; * 4 May 

7 Without doubt, the Independence of America, to which Waſh- 

4ngton contributed not a little, paved the way for the late Revo- 

lution in France; but how far da may affe& the liberty of other 

nations time will diſcover. It is much to be wiſhed that God may 

over · rule it for the ſpread of Divine knowledge, and the ge 
| . ” | | men 
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* 
May cv'ry ſtate in time of need itill find, 
A Walhington—the Friend of Human kind; 
And carth's proud tyrants feel ſoon to their coſt, 
That tyranny hath all its fupports loſt; 455 
That man ſhall riſe, in ſpite of Freedom's foes, 
To his juſt claims!—for who can God oppoſe, 
Who holds the hearts of Rulers in his hand, 
Can make them yield to his ſupreme command; 
Or if rebellious, in his ire them thruſt, 400 
And all their honours level with the duſt ? 
This weighty truth have ſtates felt to their coſt, 
And that not rare when loudeſt was their boaſt, 
Waich timely lay, O Britons! deep to heart, 
Leſt Heav'n incens'd ſhould make us all to ſmart. £65 
When vice triumphant rears her guilty head, 
| Tncheck'd by ſhame, unaw'd by laws or dread; 
| When ſacred juſtice is deny'd her claim, 
Oppreſhon left to ſtain a nation's fame; 
When baſe corruption rears her head on high, 470 
And perjury defies the ruling Sky; 
Then righteous Heav'n will ceaſe to guard our ſhore, 
And vengeance merited ſhall fleep no more. 
Say, Albion, ſay, if crimes do nor defile 
Thy coaſts each where, tho' a much, favour'd iflez 475 
1).:ds be not ſheltcr'd underneath thy wings, 
Wach til] provoke tht Almighty King of kings? 
Ye Stateſmen, hear, who at the helm prefide, 
Let Truth and Juitice be your coriſt..nt guide; 
Nor more perfilt in what gives juit off-nce, 430 
Leit you *zainſt us ſhould arm Omiipotence. 
The 


ment of the ſphere of human freedom and happiaeſe; and neither 
the crimes nor the infidelity of the leading men in that nation for- 
bid us indulging the pleaſing hope: ſor Ged was pleaſed to emplay 
Jchu, no very good man, to puniſh the crimes cf the houſe of A- 
hab; and to break the power ef Popery in Britain by means of a 
priuce remarkable neither for his piety gor contincr.ce; and the gal- 
ling yoke of oppreflion afterwards by means of ane whoſe ſanQlity 
and patriotiſm ſome ſcruple not to call in queſtion, God can work 
by whom he pleaſeth, and when be work:th, who can hinder, or 
eventually frutmace his intention: — "TIN | 
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The God en high can ſoon our Sory Hbix: n 
Should we obſlruct the ſpretd uf Freedom's reign. 

Can anght us ſhield, ſhould his dire wrath be ſent, 
To ſmite Britannia with due puniſhment? , _ 45 
What meaſure now wernete ſhall He repay,.. ..., WM -; 
Shou!d/once arrive our retribution-day; ev agus « | 
When” He the balance ſhall and ſword reſume, WM © 
Review. gur quſtice, and award our doom. "7 * 
„Survey our ſky— collecting clouds appear, 4900 
Portending ſtorms— let us JEHOVAH ſeat; „ 
Reform our conduct, — ere too late bags Pann bed 
Sul mercy ſpares and ſome reſpite micet '. „ * 
In vain we faſt, if fin retain its holt 1 
And we t oppteſs our fellow men are bold > ay; rn 
In vain we aſk forgiveneſs from the Sky 
If till our deeds inſult the Pow'r on highj; the 
whom pretenſions cannot once impoſe, gie 
Whoſe eyes pervade the hearts of friends and foes. 1 
He only faſts, who faſts from ſinful joys, 30 1 
And to do good his pow'r and wealth empldys;. y 
Whoſe ears are open t6 oppreſſion's cy. n bat 

And hands ſtretchd out to grant the poor Fa rs 5 

And thus to faſt no royal edict needs. * 

Which only reach can men's external deeds; 505 
For por and precept are but from abovch (move; 
Whence ' come the * weh 1 to bow: br 
| | | 


* — 5 * : 
* 5 


1 in Ip ** Hanes; the author had in his eye the beantiſul 45 
ſcription given of an _— faſt by the Propher, while he cot» 
res, the miſtaken views of the Jews reſpecting it, and upbraich 
their abuſe of it. Wherefore have we faſted, Ez they, and thon 
« ſeeſt not? wherefore have we afflicted out foul, and thou takeſk 
* no knowledge ? Behold, in the day of your faſt you, fiud pleaſute, 
« and exact all your labours, Behold, ye faſt for Ralle and debate, 
« and to ſmite with the fiſt of wickedneſ; ye ſhall nat. oe as je 
«© do this day, to make your voice to be hieard on 2 975 
« afaſt that l have choſen? a day for a man to. 6 his ſoul 
it 46 bew down his head as a bulruſh, and | d ſackcloth 
ot aſhes under him? wilt thou call this 3 Ball. an zn 

day to the Lord? Io nôt this the fal che pere 51. 
Nd bands uf widkediiefs, to undo the peavy bur 57 
the oppreſſed go free, and that ye break'guery V 
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Let ev'ry Briton's loyal boſom feel 
The warmeſt ardor for his Country's weal, 
G 


« not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the 
poor that are caſt out to thy houſe? when thou ſeeſt the naked, 
that thou cover him, and that thou hide not thyſe!f from thine 
« own fleſh?” Iſa. chap. 58. Have we faſtef igreeable to this ſa- 
cred rule? Are the bands of weikedneſslooſed? the heavy burdens 
undone? the oppreſſed ſet at liberty, and every ſervile yoke broken 
aſunder? To mention no other, the continuance of the Slave trade 
is 3 palpable proof of the contrary. If the above deſcription of an 
xcc-ptable faſt to the Lord be admitted, and our late national faſt 
in its nature and fruits compared thereto; dare we ſay, le muſt 
bare found acceptance? f 
In ſimilar language does God ſpeak of this matter by another 
prophet, Zech. ch 7. In diſtreſs mankind naturally have recourſe 
to religion as their refuge, and what a pity their ignorance of -its 
vature ſhould lead them to abuſe or pervert it? The captives at 
their return” from Babylon ſent to inquire at the miniſters of reli- 
gion, if they ſhould weep on a certain time, ſeparating themſelves, 
25 they had ftatedly dane for ſo many preceding years: for they 
kept an anniverſary fal/during their captivity. © Then came the 
« word of the Lord unto the prophet, ſaying, Speak unto all the 
„ people of the land, and to the prieſts, ſaying, When ye faſted 
and mourned, even thofe ſeventy years, did ye at all faſt unte 
* me, even te-me? Should ye not hear the words which the 
Lord hath cried when Jeruſalem was in proſperty, and the cities 
e thereof round about her. Thus ſpeaketh the Lord of ' hoſts, ' 
Execute true judgment, and ew mercy aud compaſſi ons every 
% man to his brother: And 6ppreſs not the widow, nor the fa- 
* therleſs, the ſtranger, nor the poor: and let none of you ima- 
* gine evil againſt his brother in your heart.” Theſe are the 
things which conſtitute an acceptable fait in the ſight of God, if he. 
be allowed to judge; and theſe neglected, the ſtated faſts of the 
Jews were rejected by him as an abomination. Hence it follows, * 
But they refuſed to hearken, and pulled away the ſhoulder, and 
* topped their ears, that they ſhould not hear. Yea, they made 
their hearts as an adamant ſtone, leſt they ſhould hear the law, + 
and the words which the Lord hath ſent: therefore came a 
great wrath from the Lord of hoſts. Therefore it is come to 
* paſs, that as he cried, and they would not hear; ſo they cried, 
* and I would not hear, ſaith the Lord. But I ſeattered them 
' with a whirlwind among the nations.” Have we no intereſt ian 
heſe things? no of fear from theſe cxamples of the Divine ' 
tice? Are we or more religious than the Jews? and fa- - 
cured with fewer advantages? Do we ſhew mercy and compaſj- 
ons on our brethren, while we, ſanction and practiſe a traffic by 
which they are iuſlaved and opptt ſſed? If ſuch things were done 
in 
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Whoſe crimes abounding, threaten us with woe, 519 
Which ſhall o'ertake, tho' long apparent ſlow. | 
2 \ 1 s 4 This 


in the green tree executed 2a nation, every thing conſidered, 
far leſs guilty than we, what be done in the dry—in thoſe.who 
arte rendered by their crimes fit fuel for the flames of Divine wrath? 
From theſe ne ſorm of godlineſs, no bodily exerciſes of religion 
ſhall fcreen us. 

Is it not remarkable, that in Royal edits enjoining the obſer. 
vance of a general faſt, ſofar as I recollect, the Divine Beirg ſhould 
be regarded merely in the character of an abſolute Sovereign, with- 
out one word of a Saviour, or the neceſſity of his Mediation, even 
when imploring ng, comme for multiplied and aggravated offences? 
Have not carthly kings their officers in waiting, to introduce 
into the royal preſence, which might ſuggeſt the propriety of re- 

garding the Son of God, in-our addreſſes to him, tho' the Scrip- 
- tures were more lent on the head than they are? How can we 
then hope to ſucceed, if we ſeek not acceſs, as theſe recommend 
and exemplify, thro' Chriſt, by one Spirit to the Father, and ſepa- 
rate from whom the guilty muſt find God a conſuming the? ls it 
not ſomewhat ſurpriſing that the Biſhops, theſe ſervants of the 
Crown, who may be ſuppoſed to be conſulted on ſuch occaſions, 
ſhould not know the way of God more perſectly? A literal com- 
pliance with the proclamation, if not quite miſtaken with reſpe& 
to the mode = — God revealed — Scripture, inſtead 
of procuring the Divine favour, and warding off impending j 
ments, would only incresſe our guilt and danger: for 8 
ver incline his car in mercy to any of our guilty race, who call not 
upon him in the name of the Lord Jeſus, the conſecrated Mediator 
berween his ſacred Majeſty and rebellious man, and the appointed 
Judge of quick and dead; and the very attempt, where his will is 
made known, will he deem a groſs inſult, and puviſh as à proof of 
our preſumption, and an aggravation of our guilt, He hath er- 
preſaly told us our duty on this head, and the Liturgy and Articles 
of the Church of England contain and recommend it; ſo that igno- 
rance of it is quite incxcuſable in a Chriſtian land. To hear the 
ing of Nineveh ſo expreſs himſelf in his decree or edi for a gene- 
- al is ao way ſurpriſingz for he had not acceſs to know better; 
' and therefore he and his people were accepted in obſerving a fall, 
fo far at leaſt as to avert the impending, threatened deſtruction, bc- 
cauſe in this inſtance they — to the light afforded them. 
The penalty annexed to the negleR cf fuch edicts riſes in a cli- 
max from the diſpleaſure of God, ſuppoſed to be thereby incurred, 
to ade di ure of the civil Ruler, and the puniſhment he may 
_ Iinfli& for fuch conduct. Did not an eminent ſervant of the Crown 
incur this on a late occaſion, by appropriating, if fame be 
true, the day appointed by Royal authority for a general faſt, for 3 
grand entertainment to his friends, who can ſcarce be 
0 | have 


 _ * 
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This pray'r preſent to him that rules the ſpheres, 


Wao fruſtrate ſoon can our well-founded fears; 
G 2 Still 


' have faſted over a well-furniſhed table and a flowing bowl, or, per- 
haps, to have made their moderation known to all men. But poſ- 
ſibly this may be the uſual way Courtiers faſt for ſuch events as, in 
their native conſequences, increaſe the number of places and pen- 
ſions, tho' at the expence of. draining their Country of its blood 
and creaſure. The light of narure, however, taught the Heathen 
prince referred to above, and his nobles, to faſt after a very diffe- 
rent manner; but theſe indeed aRed like ſaints of the firſt magni- 
. tude on that occaſion, compared to many of the high-flying pre- 
tenders of the preſent day. | | 
| When the prophet, according to the word of the Lord, public- 
ly anounced, © Yet forty days and Nineveh ſhall be overthrown; 
it is added, © the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed 
* a faſt, and put on f:ckcloth from the greateſt of them even to the 
* leaſt of them. For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he 
* aroſe from his throne, and he laid his robe from him, and covered 
* him with ſackcloth, and ſat in aſhes. And he cauſed it to be pro- 
claimed, and publiſhed thro* Nineveh, (by the decree of the king 
and his nobles,) ſaying, Let neither man nor beaſt, herd nor flock, 
* taſte any thing; let them not feed, nor drink water. But let man 
* and beaſt be coyered with ſackcloth, and cry mightily unto God : 
l — let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the vio- 
* lence that is in the irhands. Who can tell if God will turn and re- 
* pent, and turn away from his fierce anger, tbat we periſh not? 
Jonah, chap. 3. This proclamation has the merit of originality, 
and appears at onee to be the genuine dictates of the heart, called 
forth by a dread of the Divine diſpleaſure, and a ſenſe of haviog 
merited it; not the hacknied phraſeology of office, in which the 
heart feels itſelf at eaſe, and {cldom takes any part. | 
From the above edict or decree of the king of Nineveh, and the 
great men of his Court, it appears that they viewed reformation of 
conduct as an eſſential part of faſting, and indeed the only evidence 
of its ſiacerity, without which it is but a ſolemn farce—a piece of 
daring mockery of Heaven: Let them turn every one from his 
evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands.” Would 
not this include the breaking off every ſinful courſe, and eſſi ve 
meaſure? include the ſetting thoſe at liberty, and redrefling their 
wrongs, whom they might have formerly inſlaved er oppreſſed ? 
What was the conſequence of their immediate compliance? — hy, 
it is added, And God ſaw their works, that they,turned from 
their evil way: and God repented of the evil that. he had ſaid he 
would do unto them, and he did it not! It is abſolutely, certain, 
that God requires and expects much more of us, than he. did 
from the inhabitants of Ninevehz for it is an invariable or 
maxim of his moral adminiſtration, that © unto whomſvever much 
un 


) 


Still make us flouriſh-—flauriſh great and fret, vor eil 
No nation on the earth fo bleft as wwe! il) £4. 160g 
The gifts as meff, and Chriſtians now we tare, 
On ev'ry Brother of our race confer} , {/,, 
Our guilt, an awful and increaſing debt, 1 of 
Of thy great merey, heavuly Sire, remit; 
And let all ranks with cordial hearts unite, a0 
- To ſpread true Freedom, and celeſtial light, | 
That ſons unborn may hail the happy day, 
When Britain faſted Tam oppreſſiou S Way. 

As nature's, God, thy pow'r and grace difplay, 
* nations yield to Gread . en = he 
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is given, of him ſhall much be Ty 4 and Gas the * ſervant 
whe knew his Lord's will,” or had -acccf« to know it, © and pre» 
pared not himſelf, neither did according to his will, ſhall be beaten 
with many ftripes” If in all the foregoing particulars Chriſtian 
Britain come far, far ſhort of Heathen Nineveb, may not our Lord 
addreſs us, as he did the Jews, © The men of Nineveh ſhall riſe up 
in judgment againſt this generation, and ſhall n it, becauſe 
they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and be 3 
than Jonah is here. Awful calc! to inflame that Nah hich 
© we have been fo long treaſuring up, by the very vicatis of yVertiog 
it. ' 
: Our Lord reproaches (Matt. 23.) the Scribes and'Phariſces, who 
2 claimed roght to fit in Moſes" eas, with baving recourſe to the ſanc. 
- ruary of religion merely the berter to veil their own rapacity, bs 
Teure the gbod opinion of the multitude; wor unte you; for ye dee 
vour widows boyſes, and ' for. a pretence make long prayers. + Another 
part of the charge ayainſt 46 was, Tha 1 bound hi yy. bur- 
dens, and grievous to be be horne, and laid them on men's houl- 
ders; but they thethſelves would not move them with one of their 
fingers. Among other traits in their character, u ſovereign con- 
tempt of the people at large was ohe; even white they employed 
the meaneſt expedicnts to pacify their diſcontents, and ſecure their 
favour. Theſe profle that Inti not the low, are accnrſed. The Low 
the like things; {EY "Which they were chargeable, extorted Ir 
the Saviour that ſevere and dreadfal-doom; Te forfents,' ye gener otin 
of wipers, bow can, 120 Seat, the wears of bell? But, ee Bis 
admonitions were loſt ON them bat generation, w 
threatenings in due time "all took eff! and is it ide to be 5 
they were not gogular ? Y! ONS TELSTY Gil 
May the rulett of the earth. Wanner from folloming heit/ 


— _ that : ey ipyolee, not/themſc}yes and cheir ſubjects in f., 
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His joyful tidings of Salvation run, 
Wide as the cheering empire of the ſun! _ 
May ſons and daughters ev'ry where be born, 
Whoſe worthy lives his Goſpel ſhall_adorn; | 
While Afric's tribes; from thraldom's yoke ſet free, 
Riſe *'mong the nations to their juſt degree; 530 
Enjoy the bliſs of his celeſtial ray, 5. 
Maturing {till for the bright «limes of day! 
With eyes benignant ſtill behold our ile, | 
And peaceful nature round us' make to ſmile; 
While all our ſous are happy, wiſe, and free, 1 5 
Adorn at home, abroad give Libert ; N 
While welcome peace extends her olive 3 
And we to Friends convert our ev'ry foe! 
Inteſtine diſcord from us baniſh far, "TH SMES. 7 
Nor let our ears be ſtunn'd with noiſe of war- 540 
Great Pow'r, who nature into being ſpoke, 
Aſunder break each fell Satanic yoke; 
Reform our manners, — Church and State reform, 
And ſo ward off the dread impending ſtorm; 
That nought tyrannic either may diſgrace, 545 
That men of virtue be the men in place. 
That Freedom grant, which none but Thou can give, 
That made thy ſubjects, men to Thee may liv 4 
Oer ev'ry heart extend her ſacred ſway, 
'Tis done, O Lord, if thou the word but ſay. 5 50. 
With God concur, men's ſons of each degree, 
To forward human blifs and liberty. 2 
Deem it your duty, and your honour too, al 
Lach ſervile yoke and burden to undo; | 
That you may prove the friends of human kind, 5 50 
Who in you guardians—benefactors find. 
Firmly unite, ye kindred ſons of worth, . 
To baniſh ſervitude from off the earth. 


With wiſdom let Phitanthropy'take part. 
And ſo approye the head and feeling 40 IP 5560 
For this great end, let ev'ry rank combine: 3 45 
Waile virtue links each fair und great defi . 
Britanuia's weal, let tllis be Keprt in view, _ aq. "xx 
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Nor myriads ſuffer to enrich a few; 
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Leſt ſwift deſtruction ſeize both Church and Sits 
Our crimes to punifh—fo decreed by fate; 505 
Left vengeance rousd, in dread array come * 
Like the black whirlwinds of the fullen north; 

And fo a twofold, dreadful ftroke be given, 


Becauſe we ſtill offend the God of heaven; ' $70 


K. Wha views with equal eye, a8 Lord of all, 


: hero periſh, or a ſparrow fall, 
| Reps or fyſtems into ruin hurPd, 
\ c«c A 
i God incen d that empires does ve, 
To his juſt wrath theſe their deſtruction owe. * 


naw a ubble burſts and now a world.” 


Heav'u-daring fins unerring tokens yield, 

That mercy ſoon will ceaſe a la. d to ſhield : 

For theſe abounding, rouſe Almighty ire, | 
And waffe a mali ar with conſuming fire. 586 
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NEGRO, af. Spani/b-town, Jamaica, 
. Augyft 1785 *. 


Wurm Brutus frock the fatal ficel 
Through the Imperial Cæſar's breaſt, 
The glorious deed, the patriot's zeal, 
Stood thro? the ſubject world confeſs'd. 
Nor yet has time deſtroy'd the name, 
Impartial ages love to praiſe z -- 
In ſtory brightly ſhines his fame, 
Immortal as the poet's lays. 
Yet Brutus ſtabb'd a gen'rous heart, 
In whof= affections faſt he grew; 
Io whom he ow'd a filial part, 
It was a parent Brutus flew. - 
He never felt the galling chain, 
The laſh that lacerates the ſlave; 
But favours (all conferr'd in vain) 
Were the ſole fetters Cæſar gave! 


Execution of a 


. But 


* This unhappy man (ſays the author Capt. Marjoribanks) had 
run off the eſtate to which he belonged. Having been ſome time 
afterwards met by one of the hook · kespers, who attempted to ſeize 
him, a ſtruggle enſued, in which the white man was killed. 

The name of Azubal (ſubjoins he) is fititious; Iſh 1 could 

[ add alſo that the circumſtances are imaginary. But iſſeſe verſes 
were actually written a few days after the execution. pt a Negro, 
who was roaſted to death at a flow. fire on the race-courſe. near Spaniſh- 

town, ſor the crime before mentioned. Of the many argu- 

g ments which have been urged in favour of the abolition of the 

8 Slave-Trade, one of the moſt obvious and incontrovertible, is ſure- - 


ly this: That the coaſtant importation of ſavage and untamed 

j ſpirits into the iſlands, not only ſubjects the white inhabitants to 

| frequent alarm, danger, and ſometimes death itfelf (to which they 

a are ſeldom or never expoſed from the Creole Negroes); but alſo 

1 affords the plea of neceſſity to puniſhments the moſt ſhocking to 

-— and highly diſgraceful to the colonies of 2 civilized na- 
u. 
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But ſee! poor Azubal in torments dies! 
At which my ſoul in agonies recoils! 
See how he writhes! Ah hear his horrid cries! 
Whilſt with flow cruelty the furnace broik! 
Say, what was Azubal's atrocious crime, 
Compar'd to Brutus' celebrated deed ? 
(Candour. regards no colour and no clime; __ 
And Freedom ſmiles as oft s tyrants bleed!) 


No ſriendly boſom did he wound; 
No acts of kindneſs had he known; 
Compell'd to till a foreign ground, 
For ever exil'd from his own! 
Still agoniſing mem'ry drew 
Ihe ſweets that bleſs'd his Afric's ſhore; 
The days of flumb'ring eaſe he knew; 
The friends lie muſt behold no more 
Indignant ſtill recalls the dar 
| European ruftans firſt drew near; 
When, vainly ſtruggling, fore'd away 
From all that ever could be dea! 
Beneath reluctant labour faint, t. 
Say what reward awaits his beine? 
The whip's the ſolace of his plaint; 
And reſt is granted but i in chains! ö 


5 og 
Ideal a 16k of Liberty inſpir d 4 A 
The hauf hey Roman to deſtroy his tend; 10 


But keener injuries the Negro ſir d 3 
"To end A. Vrant, and to Fill a fiend. | 7 


Brutus ſtil! ſeems a Rae 46 6 
And Reaſon gives reluctantly applauſe; 14% i "uh 
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But to poor Azübal my praiſe is free, vo il 

W boldly 05 in a Juſter chile,” Mn a: "= 
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CONVERSATION AND REFLECTION 
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HE following beautiful pieces are the production 
pf the pen of our deſervedly admired, and molt 
harming poet, Mr. CowpER. The genuine poetic 
athos they diſplay, and the ardent love of freedom 
vith which they glow, cannot fail of awakening the 
ympathy, and engaging the attention, of the bene- 
olent admirers of the muſes 

When we take a ſurvey of the benefits we derive 
rom the univerſal commerce carried on between diſ- 
ant nations, and notice its natural tendency to unite 
ogether in one grand whole, under one common 
parcnt, all the kindreds of the earth, we cannot but 
amire the, wiſdom, oſ that Being who ſo governs and 
dver-rules the paſhons and intereſted views of men, 
5 to render theſe the means of his beſtowing molt 
xtenfive bleſſings on the human race. But when, 
n the progreſs; of this ſurvey, and after having con- 
emplated with pleaſure and exultation the manifold 
ikufive advantages which by ſuch means are enrich- 
ng and felicitating the nations of the earth, from 
ole to pole, and from one end of heaven unto the 
ther,—when, after having obſerced, ſucceſſively, 
darbariſm hence giving place to civilization, confu- 
on to order, deſpotiſm to liberty, and wretchedneſs 
ad mĩſery ſuceceded by proſperity and * 

when, 


> 


9. 
when, after dwelling with rapture on this enchant, 
ing ſcene, our attention is directed to one particuly 
but extenſive part of the globe, to the-yalt region 
of Africa, what an accutſed ſpecies of &Smmerce d 
we ſee there encouraged! a traffic in MEN!! whit 
different emotions do we feel} whole frame 1 
cejves a ſudden ſhock, and, inſtead of being elevu 
ed with admiration,” or foothed with tranquil jc y, wi 
are loſt in penſive melancholy, and are agitated with 
horror! The mind, recovering a little the powerd 
recollection which it had thus well nigh loſt, wil 
naturally fall into the following train of | 


E REFLECTIONS. 


Mx God! what wiſh can proſper, or what pray, 
For merchants rich in cargoes of deſpair, 

Who drive a loathſome-traffic,-gage and ſpan, 
And buy the muſcles and the bones of man? 
The tender ties of father, huſband, friend, 

All bonds of nature in that moment end; 

- And each endures, while yet he draws his breath, 
A ſtroke as fatal as the ſcythe of death. _ 
The fable warrior, frantic with regret 

Of her he loves and never can forget, 

Loſes in tears the far receding ſhore, 

But not the thought that they muſt meet no more. 

He to deep adnef; ſullenly refign'd, ; 

Now feels his body's bondage in his mind, 
Puts off his gen'rous nature, and, to ſuit 

His manners with his fate, puts on the brute. 

Nature imprints upon whate'er we fee, © 

That has a heart and life in it, be free. 

The beaſts are charter d neither age nor force 
Can quell the love of freedom in the horſe. . 
Canſt thou then, honour'd with a Chriſtian name, 
Buy what is «voman-born, and feel no ſhattie? 
Trade in the blood of innocence, and plead'* 

| Expedience'as warrant for the ood? e 
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zo may the wolf, whom famine has made bold 


bo may the ruffian, who, with ghoſtly glide, -* _ ; 

Dagger in hand, ſteals cloſe to your bed ſide: 
ot he, but his emergence forc'd. the door, 5 

le found it inconvenient to be poor. 

2» God then giv'n its ſweetneſs to the cane, 

Jnleſs his laws be trampled on—in vain! |, 

Built a brave world, which cannot yet ſubGſt, - 

aleſs his right to rule it be diſmiſs'd? 7 

mpudent blaſphemy! ſo folly pleads, ne 

and, av'rice being judge, with eaſe. ſucceeds. 

Know, ſouls have no diſcriminating hue, 

lke important in their Maker's view. 

he wretch that works and weeps without relief, 

Has one who notices his filent grief, 

He from whoſe hands alone all power proceeds, 

Ranks irs abuſe among the fouleſt deeds, 

ouſiders all injuſtice with a frown, 

But marks the man who treads his fcllow down. 

Not Mexico could purchaſe kings a claim 

lo ſcourge him, wearineſs his only blame. 

Remember, Heav'n has an avenging rod; 

To ſmite the poor is treaſon againſt God. 


— — — 


— My ear is pain' d. 
My ſoul is ſick with ev'ry day's report | 7 
Of wrong and outrage with which earth is fill'd. 
There is no fleth in man's obdurate heart, 

It does not feel for man ; the nat'ral bond 

Of brotherhood is ſever'd as the flax 

That falls aſunder at the touch of fire. 

He finds his fellow gui/ty of a ſkin 

Net colour d like his own; and, having pow'r 

T inforce the wrong, for ſuch a worthy cauſe 
Dooms and devotes him as his lawful prey: 

And worſe than all, and moſt to be deplor'd 

as human nature's broadeſt, ſouleſt blot, 


* 


Lo quit the foreſt, and invade the fold; N F add \ 
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Chains him, and taſks him, and exaCts his ſweat 
With ſtripes, that mercy with a bleeding heart 
Weeps when ſhe ſees inflicted on a H. 
Then what is man? and wut man fecing this, 
. Apd having human feelings, does not bluſm 

I hang his head, to think himſelf a man! 

I would not have a ſlave to till my ground, 
To carry me, to fan me while I f0zep, 
And tremble: when I wake, for all the wealth © 
Which finews bought and fold have ever carn'd. 
No: dear as freedom is, and in my heart's 
Juſt eſtimation, pria d above all price, 

had much rather be myſelf the ſaue 
And wear the bends, than faſten them on him. 

We have no ſlaves at home. Then why abroad? 
And they themſelves, once ferried oer the waves 
That part us, are emancipate and loos'd. 
Slaves cannot breathe in England: if their lungs 
Receive our air, that moment they are free; 
They touch our country, and their ſhackles fall. 
That's noble, and beſpeaks a nation proud 

And jealous of the 3 Spread it then, 

And let & eirculate through ev'ry. vein 5 
Of all your empire; that where Britain's pow'r 
Is felt, mankind may feel her mercy too. 


After theſe noble ſentiments and ſuch glowing 
poetic fire, in favour of liberty, and in deteſtation of 
opprſſieon, it may not be unpleafing to preſent the 
reader, without entering into any minute detail of 
all the miſeries which, by European avarice, cruelty 
and wickednefs, are entailed on the ill-fated and 


wretched Africans, with a fimple and pathetic deli- 
neation of what may naturally be ſuppoſed to pals, . 


at times, through the mind of the inſlaved - negro. 
However mcapable he may be juſt in fuch a manner 
ta ſpeak the ſentiments of his mind, yet, from his 
condition and circumſtances, we may eaſily imagine 
that fimilar with the following he, as a mere percipi- 
ent being, mull frequently feel. 82 7 
7 N 0 
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To enter more fully into the ſpirit of tlus, let the 
reader realize the ſituation of the poor and helplefs 
Aſrican. Jaded with exceſlive fatigue, and ſinking 
under the weight of inhuman puniſhments; hèꝭ comes 
to his miſerable hut, throws himſelf on his mat, and 
ſceks relief fromchis woes in the forgetfulneſs of ſleep. 
Scarce does he umber, but he ſtarts, awakened with 
the dreadful appr: henſion, that already the fron hand 
of oppreſſion is about to repeat the accuſtomed wan- 
ton cruelties. Thus overpowered wich fatigue and 
fear, nature refuſes her wonted balm. A crowd of 
thoughts ruſh into his indignant mind, and, after 
long pondering his condition, he breaks forth into 
the following mh Di. 4 ” 


COMPLAINT: 


Togc'p from home and all its pleaſures, 
Afric's coalt! I left forlorn; * 
To increaſe a ftranger's treaſures 
O'er the raging billows borne. 
Men from England bought and fold me, 
Paid my price in paltry gold; | 
But though theirs they have enroll'd me, 
Minds are never to be ſold. f 


Still in thought as free as ever, . 
What are England's rights, I alk, + 
Me from my delights to fever,. | 
Me to torture, me to talk? 
Fleecy locks and black complexion 
Cannot forfeit Nature's claim; 
Skins. way differ, but affection 
Dwelk in white and black the ſame. 


Why did-albcreating Nature © © © 
ake the plant for which we toil? 

Zighs muſt; fan it, tears muſt-water, 

Sweat of ours _ dreſs the It. 


= 


"Think, ye maſters, iron-hearted! 


- olling at your jovial boards, 240 
Think, how many backs have ſmarted, 
For the ſweets your cane affords. 


Is there, as ye ſometimes tell us--- . 
Is there one who reigns on high? 
Has he bid you buy and ſell us, 
| Speaking from his throne the ſky? 
Aſt him, if your knotted ſcourges, 
Fetters, blood-extorting ſcrews, 
© Are the means which duty urges, 
Agents of his will to uſe? 


Hark! he anſwers.---Wild tornadoes, 
. Strewing yonder ſhores with wrecks, 
Waſting towns, plantations, meadows, 
Are the voice with which he ſpeaks. 


He, foreſeeing what vexation + 1 
_ _ Afric's ſons would undergo, x 
Fix'd their tyrants' habitation = 1 
Where his whirlwind anſwers---No! ; 7 
By our blood in Afrie waſted * , 
Ere our necks receiv'd the chain--- ti 
By the mis'ries which we taſted s 
Croſſing in your barks the main--- d 
By our ſuff rings ſince ye brought us 
To the man- degrading mart, _. 3 
All fuftain'd with patience taught uus w 
Only by a broken heart— WW 


Deem our nations brutes no longer, 
Ti ſome reaſon you ſhall find. © 

Worthier of regard, and tronger, 
Than the colour of our kind. 

Slaves to gold, whoſe ſordid dealings _ 

| Tarniſh all your boaſted powers; 

A 4, Prove that ye have human feelings, 

4 | EEre ye proudly queſtion ours. 
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The teſtimonies which have been produced, of the 
horror and wretchedneſs which, in Africa and the 
Weſt Indies, are the immediate offspring of flavery, 
ſtand unimpeached. This evidence is ſo ſtrong as to 
maintain its ground againſt all which the art of intereſt 
and avarice can ſuggeſt. No arguments then are neceſ- 
ſary to prove to the impartial mind, which has atten- 
tively conſidered the nature, perfect conſiſtency, and 
united ſtrength of theſe teſtimonies, that the above 
pieces preſent us with ſuch ideas, and impreſs us 
with ſuch ſentiments of the {lave-trade and flavery, 
as that evidence will fully juſtify. It is earneſtly re- 
queſted that every one, into whoſe hands this paper 
may chance to come, would, therefore, only fully 
realize this wretched condition, place themſelves 
in the ſame ſituation, and then ſay, whether they 
can refuſe to contribute all in their power to the abo- 
lition of -a ſyſtem of trade which has introduced an- 
guiſh and diſtreſs into the abodes of hilarity and con- 
tentment---which has made the prince the plunderer 
of his country---which has overturned all moral prin- 
ciple, and, through an extent of thouſands of miles, 
has reduced to an Aceldama the regions of ſimplicity: 
A ſyſtem of trade Which, after occaſioning alt theſe 
evils, and encouraging every wicked paſſion of the 
human heart, carries, annually, afar — their na- 
tive plains, thouſands of wretched victims to pine a- 
way oppreſſed with hunger, fatigue, and miſery, and 

die a hundred deaths in one. | 
What humane mind can refuſe to exert its whole 
influence, however ſmall---what- benevolent mind 
would not willingly ſacrifice many gratifications, for 
the extermination of ſo accurſed a traſſic? Yea, what 
mind would not rejoice to be able to embrace an oppor- 
tunity of making ſuch ſacrifices, and thus to give 
full proof of its abhorrence of what it profeſſes to de · 
teſt? Rejoice then, ye benevolent and humane, for 
ſuch an opportunity is now oſfered you. Slavery de- 
2 on the conſumption of the produce of its la- 
ur for ſupport. Refuſe this produce, and ſlavery 
4 H 2 Hr vor ane 
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muff ceaſe. Say not that individual inflnence is ſmall, 
Every aggregate muſt be compoſed of a colleQicy 
of individuals. 'Though individual influence be ſmall 
the influence of collected numbers is irreſiſtible. f 
is only by ſuch collected individual influende that any 
important end 1s attained, any great defign is accom. 
pliſhed by man. The power of numbers ſupplies the 
want of ſufficient force in the individual; and their 
being collected, ſo as to act with an unity of power, 
renders them as efficacious and certain as though the 

wer of the whole were veſted in one. Did the 


whole of this power reſide in you, you acknowledge 


that you would readily-exert it to attain ſo deſirable 
an end as the deſtruction of ſlavery, the flave-trade, 
and all its concomitant horrors! Why then will you 
refuſe to aſſiſt in forming that power by numbers, which 


you ſo much with that you, as an individual, could 
Exert? Let there not be ſo manifeſt a contradidtion 


between your profeſſed deſires and your actual con- 


Iſt only in words, which produce no influence on our 


conduct, which cannot excite us to any ſelſ-denial. 


Prove /that- your wiſhes are not empty words; let 
your conduct declare that theſe are the genuine deſires 

of your heart, and be aſſured that in the end you {hal 
reap, if you faint! not. The number of thoſe who 


have already refuſed the produce of ſlavery is large, & 


is inereaſing daily, and no bounds can be aſhgncd to 
its future progreſs. Every individual who increales 


this number, mcreafes the influence of the aggregate. 


Come, then, enlarge this number: Realize the pe- 


riod, when, through i its increaſe, ſlavery ſhall cealt, 
and all the horrors and miſeries it produces, th?. 
' ceaſe with it. Realize the delightful retroſpect, the 
N ſentiments, which the conſideration that yu 


ave contributed to fo important and glorious an £6 


wall afford. Such ſublime pleaſures will abundantiy 


more than compenſate the loſs of the low —— 
tions of a mere animal, depraved appetite: 


For tis a god-like privilege tao ſave, 1 hae, 
And he that'ſcorns it, is himlelf a fave. AN 


mu theſe defires de, which ex. 
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CONVERSION Ad EXPERIENCE 


N E G R O. 


SOME years ago an Engliſh gentleman, by a parti- .- 
cular providence, had occaſion to be in North Ameri- 
ca, where, among other adventures, the following 
circumſtance occurred to him, which is related in his 
own words. | 

« Eyery day's obſervation convinces me that the 
children of God are made ſo by his own eſpecial grace 
and power, and that all means, whether more or leſs, 
are equally effectual with him, whenever he is pleaſed 
to employ them for converſion. . 

« In one of my excurſions, while I was in the pro- 
vince of New York, I was walking by myſelf over a 
conſiderable plantation, amuſed with its huſbandry, -. 
and comparing it with that of my own 'country, till 
I came within a little diſtance of a middle-aged Negro, 
who was tilling the ground. I felt a ſtrong inclinati- 
on, unuſual with me, to converſe with him. Aſter 
aking him ſome little queſtions about his work, 


— 
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me, whether his ſtate of flavery was not diſagreeable 
to him, and whether he would not gladly exchange 

it for his liberty? . Maflah (id he, looking ferioutl 

upon me), I have wife and children; my Maſſ- 
takes care of them, and I have no care to provide 
any thing; I have a good maſſah who teach me to read, 
and I read good book, that makes me happy.” I am 
FI, | » 3: glad, 


which he anſwered very ſenſibly, Iwiſhed him to tell t 
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glad, replicd I, to hear you ſay ſoz and pray what is 

the good book you read? “ The Bible, maſfah, God's 
own. good book. Do you underitand, friend, as well 
as real this book? for many can read the words well, 
wha cannot get hold of the true and good ſenſe, * 
maſlah! ſys he, I read the book much before I und-r- 
| ſtand; but at laſt 1 felt, pain in my heart; 1 found 
things in the book that cut me to pieces.” Aye, ſaid l, 
and what things were they? „Why, maftah, I found 
that I had bad heart, maſſah, a very bad heart indeed: 1 
felt pain, that God would deſtroy me, becauſe I was 
wicked, and done nothing as I ſhould do. God was 
holy, and I was very vile and naughty ; ſo I could have 
nothing from him but fire and brimſtone in hell.” 
In ſhort, he entered into a full account of bis can- 
victions of ſin, which were indeed as drep and piereing 
as any I had ever heard of; and what ſeriptures came 
to his mind, which he had read, that both probed 
him to the bqtom of his ſinful heart, and were 
made the means of light and comfort to his ſoul. [ 
then inquired of him, what miniftry or means he 
made uſe of? and found that his maſter was a Quaker, 
a plain fort of man, who had taught his flaves to 
read, but who had not, however, cyer converſed with 
this Negro upon the ſtate of his ſoul. I aſked lim 
Hkewiſe, how he got eomfort under all this trial? “0 


- —maſſah! ſays he, it was Chriſt gave me comfort by 
huis dear word. He bade me come unto him, and he 


would give me reſt, for I was very weary and heavy 
laden.“ And here he went through -a he of the 
moſt precious texts in the Bible, ſhewing me, by hs 
artleſs comment ca them as he went along, w 


woes things God had done in the courfe of ſome years 


or his ſoul. Being rather more acqueintrd with doc- 
trinal truths, and the analogy of the Bible, than be 
had been, or in his ſitustion could eafily be; I had 
_ a mivd to try how far a ſimple, untutored experience, 
_ graciouſly given without the uſual means, could car- 
ty a man from fone ſpeculative crrors; and I there- 
ore aſked himdeveral queſtions about the merit . 
* | * , + wal 
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works, the juſtification of a ſinner, the power of grace, 
and the like. 1 own T was as much aſtoniſhed at, as I 
aamired, the ſweet" ſpirit and fimplicity of his anſ- 
wers, with the heavenly wiſdom that God had put 
into the mind of this Negro. His diſcourſe, flowin 
merely from the richneſs of grace, with a tenderneſs 
and expreſſion far “ beyond the reach of art,” per- 
{:X'y charmed me. On the other hand, my entering 
into all his feelings, tog=ther with an account to him, 
which he had never heard before, that thus and thus the 
Lord in his mercy dealt with all his children, and had 
dealt with me, drew ſtreams of joyful tears down 
his black face, that we looked upon each other, and 
tiked with that inexpreſſible glow of Chriftian affec- 
tion, that made me more then ever believe, what I 
have often too thoughtleſsly profeſſed to believe, rhe 
commianion of ſaintr. J ſhall never forget, how the 
poor excellent creature ſcemed to hang upon my lips, 
and to ext my very words, hen Ienlarged upon the love 
of Chriſt to poor ſinners, the free bounty and tender 
mercy of God, the frequent and delightful ſenſe he 
gives of his preſence, the faith he beſtows in his pro- 
miſs, the victories this faith is enabled to get over 
trials and temptations, the joy and peace in believing, 
the hope in life and death, end the glorious expecta- 
tion of immortality. To have taken off his eager, de- 
lighted, aramated air and manner, would have been 
a maſter-piece for a Reynolds. He had never heard 
ſuch diſcourfe, nor found the opportunity of hearing 
it before. He ſeemed like a man who hid been thrown 
into a new world, and at length had found company. 
Though my converſation laſted at leaſt two or three 
hours, Ifearce everenjoyedthe happy ſwiftneſsof time 
ſo iweetly in all my life. We knew not how to part. 
He would accompany me as far as he might; and 1 
felt, for my part, ſuch a delight in the artleſs, favou- 
ry, ſolid, unaffected experience of this dear '{pul, 
that I could have been glad to ſee him often then, or 
to fee his like at any time now; But my ſitustion 
rendered this impoſſible. I therefore took an ge Non. 
( 5 * 
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ate adieu, with an ardor equal to the warmeſt and 
the moſt ancient friendſhip, telling him, that neither 
the colour of his body, nor the condition of his pre. 
ſent life, could prevent him from being my dear bro. 
ther in our dear Saviour; and that, though we muſt 
part now, never to ſee each other again any more in 
this world, I had no doubt of our having another 
Joyful meeting in our Father's home, where we 
ſhould live together, and love one another throughout 
a long and a happy eternity. Amen, Amen, my 


. dear maſſah; God bleſs you, and poor me too, for 
ever and ever.“ If I had been an angel from heaven, 
be could not have received me with more evident de- 


light than he did; nor could I have conſidered him 
with a more ſympathetic regard, if he had been a long: 
known Chriſtian of the good old ſort, grown up into 
my affections in the courſe of many years.” 
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A QUAKER's ADDRESS. . 


THE following ſhort Addreſs of a Quaker in Penn- 

| ſylvania to his brethren, Abbe Raynal, in his 
hiſtory of the Britiſh Settlements in North Ame- 
rica, tells us, produced ſuch conviction as led 
them immediately to emancipate all the ſlaves in 
—— 7 Tt. | 


How long then ſhall we have two conſciences, 
two meaſures, two ſcales; one in our own, fayour, 
one for the ruin of out geighbour, both equally falſe! 
Is it for us, Brethren, to complain at this moment, 
that the Parliament of Britain wiſhes to. enfſlave us, 
and to impoſe upon us the yoke of ſybjects, with- 
out leaving ue the rights of citizens; while, for this 
century paſt, we have been calmly acting thepart of 
tyrants, by kceping in bonds of the . hardeſt flavety 

- I — in . | 3 men 
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men who are our <quais and our brethren? What 
have thoſe unhappy creatures done to us, whom na- 
ture hath ſepzrated -from us by barriers ſo formid- 
able, whom our avarice has ſought after thro' ſtorms 
and wrecks, and brought away from the midſt of 
their buruing ſands, or from their dark foreſts inha- 
bited by tygers? What crime have they been guilty 
of, that they ſhould be torn from a . country which 
fed them without toil, and hat they ſhould be tranf- 
planted by us to a land where they periſh under the 
ſabours of ſervitude? Father of heaven, what fa- 
mily haſt Thou then created, in which the elder 
born, aſter having ſeized on the property of their 
brethren, are ſtill reſolved to compel them, with 
firipes, to manure, with the. blood of their veins and 
the ſweat of their brow, that very inheritance of 
which they have beem robbed! Deplorable race!— 
whom we render brutes, to tyrannize over them; 
in whom we extinguiſh every power of the ſoul, to 
load their limbs and their bodies with burdens; iu 
whom we efface the image of God, and the ſtamp 
of manhood: a race eta and diſhonoured as to 
the faculties of mind and body, throughout its ex- 
illence, by us who are Chriſtians and Britons! Bri- 
tons, ye people favoured by Heaven, and reſpected + 
on the ſcas, would ye be ſree and tyrants at the ſame 
inſtant? No, Brethren, it is time we ſhould be 
conſiſtent with ourſelves. Let us ſet free thoſe mi- 
ſerable victims of our pride: Lt us reſtore the ne- 
grocs to liberty, which man ſhould never take from 
man. May all Chriſtian ſocieties. be induced by our 
cxample to repair an injuſtice authorized by the 
crimes and plunders of two centuries! May men 
too long degraded, at length raiſe to Heaven their 
arms freed from chains, and their eyes bathed with 
tears of gratitude ! Alas! the unhappy mortals have 
hitherto ned no tears, but thoſe of deſpair! 


JO 
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70 THE CLERGY. 


Perm: La Brother to addreſs you on the ſubje& 

of the Slave Trade; by which, not only the rights of 
Seung, but the doctrines and duties of Chxiſtiani- 
y, have been proved to be ſo groſsly violated. 

[ preſume not to prove to you, what you fo well 
know; that 2h horridtraffic in man is contrary to the lau 
of Maſet, which forbids robbery and murder —and to the 

law of Chrift, which is ever commanding and inculcatin 
gaod will and good offices to all our fellow creature, 4 
only intreat you, to ſhew to thoſe committed to your 
charge, your abhorreuce of a practice ſo contrary to 
every command of our Lord and Maſter, by infor- 
cing the neceſſity of aboliſhing this trade in human 
miſery. When the rights of nature and the laws of 
God are thus trampled upon, e it is the peculi- 
ar duty of the Clergy: to cry aloud againſt ſuch im- 
piety; and not only to declare their own deteſtation 


= of ſo impious a trade, but to induce the people, by e- 


very legal and juſt method, to aboliſh this moſt un- 
natural merchandize in our fellew creatures, who are 
approved, by a crowd of witneſſes, to have been 
ſtolen, bought and ſold, abuſed and beaten, ſuffoca- 
ted, famiſhed, or worked to death. . 
It is almoſt impoſſible, one would think, that 2 
country /o zealous for liberty, ſo famous far juſtice and hu- 
manity, ſhouid for a moment protect and encourage a trade, 
from which ſuch conſequences are 3 only 
againſt every refined principle of that“ greater /ight 
which God hath given to rule the day” of Chriſtian- 
ty, but againft every idea of that common Juſtice, 
which © ruled the night” of heatheniſm. 5 
Let us then exprefs and impreſs, as we ought, a juſt 
ſenſe of the injury done by the Slave Trade to human na- 
ture, and of the indignity offered to our moſt merciful 
religion and its moſt humane author. Let us * 
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in ſtrongeſt terms, the reproach and danger to our 
country, by the continuance of this moſt unchriſtian 
trafic. Let us, in the moſt earneſt manner, intreat 
thoſe who are coneerned, as they fear their Cod and 
hve their country, to aboliſh utterly this moſt horrid 
commerce, /o netorioufly inhuman, unjuſt and imbiss, 
and which the evidence gives us great reaſon to be- 
lieve is unneceſſary, unprofitable, aud ( which weighs 
with many more than juſtice j impolitic. | 1 5 


' Groſvenor Street. 


To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
Poral of Great Britain, in Parliament afſembled. 


The PETITION of the SHARKS of AFRICA, 


Sheweth, 


Tnar your petitioners are 2 numerous body, and 
at preſent in a very flouriſhing ſituation, owing 
chiefly to the conſtant viſitation of the ſhipping of 
your iſland. 2 ana | 
That by hovering round theſe floating dungeons 
your petitioners are ſupplied with large quantities 
of their moſt favourite food - human fleſ uo. 
That your petitioners are ſuſtained; not only by 
the carcaſes of thoſe who have fallen by diſtempers, 
but are frequently gratiſied with rich repaſts from 
the bodies of living negroes who voluntarily plunge 
into the abodes of your petitioners, preferring in- 
ſtant deſtruction by their jaws, to the imaginary 

| horrors ef a lingering flayery. 1 ie 
That among the enormous breakers and ſurfs 
which roll on the ſhores of your petitioners, num- 
bers of Engliſh boats are deſtroyed, the crews of 
which uſually fall to their lot, and afford them ma- 
ny 


-” 
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ny a delicious meal, but, above all, that large vel. 
ſels, crowded with negroes, are ſometimes daſhed 
on the rocks and ſhoals which abound in the regions 
of your petitioners, whereby hundreds of human 
beings, both black and white, are at once precipitas 
ted into their element, where the gnawing of hu. 
man fleſh, and the craſhing of bones, afford to your 
petitioners the higheſt gratification which their na- 
tures are capable of enjoywg. . 
Thus benefited, as your petitioners are, by this 


widely extended traflic, a traffic which has never be- 


fore been moleſted, it is with the utmoſt indiynation 
they hear that there are in Britain men, who, un- 
der the ſpecious plea of humanity, are endeavouring 
to accompliſh its abolition. — But your petitioners 
truſt. that this attempt at innovation, this flouriſhing 


of the trumpet of liberty, by which more is meant 


than meets the ear,“ will be effeQtually fruſtrated. 
Should the lower branch of the legiſlature be ſo 


far infatuated by this new-fangled humanity as ſets 
.oully to meditate the deſtruction of this highly bene- 


ficial commerce, your petitioners have the firmeſt 


reliance on the wiſdom and fellow-feeling of the 


Lords Spiritual and Temporal of Great Britain. 
Your petitioners know, that the truly benevolent 
will ever be conſiſtent that they will not ſacrifice 
one part of animated nature to the preſervation of 
another, that they will not ſuffer ſharks to ſtarve in 
order that negroes may be happy;—yet your pet 


- tioners are apprehenſive, that the baleful influence 
of this philanthropic mania is already felt even with- 


in the walls of your Lordſhips, wherefore they crave 
to be HEARD BY COUNSEL at the bar of your auguſt 


aſſembly, when, notwithſtanding the wild ravings 


- 
» 


of fanaticiſm, they hope to evince, that the ſuſten- 


ance of ſharks, and the beſt intereſts of your Lord- 


- ſhips, are intimately connected with the traffic in 
human fleſh. | 


Fearful of becoming tedious, your petitioners hav 


only to add, that ſhould the abolition take phy 
: 1 ; | | w 
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umbers, by being deprived” of their accuſtomed 


ould your Lordſhips, in your legiffative capacity, 


ere, either openly, or by- procraſtination, to pre- 
re this invigorating: trade from tlie ruin that now 
:ems to await it, your petitioners and their wide- 
nouthed poſterity, as by nature urged, will ever, 
ver PREY, Sr. ry | 


— — 
PETITION ro PARLIAMENT, 
FOR THE ABOLITION OF THE LATVIA TRADE. 


Ve Inhabitants of +—— in the County of 
in that part oſ Great Dritain called re flect- 
ing on the nature and conſequences of the Tradę to 
Africa in Slaves, ſo long carried on by Britiſh ſub- 
jects, under the ſanction of Government, beg leave 
once more to petition your Honourable Houſe, to 
ſuppreſs the ſame without modification or delay, 
Convinced as we are, that this traffic is repugnant 
to the principles of natural equity, and the native 
ſeclings of an uncorrupted heart; and contrary alſo 
to the genius and obligations of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, we cannot view its continuance, thro' the con- 
currence of our Legiſlature, no not for ever ſo ſhort 
a period, with indifference, Your oven ſentiments 


and decifion on a former orcaſion reſpecting it, ſul- 


ly authoriſe us in calling it inhuman, cruel, and un- 


, a character which muit at all times equally be- 
long to it; and we know of. no diſpenſing power, 


authoriſing human governments to ſanction and. pro- 
tect inhumanity, cruelty and injuſtice, from any po- 
tical conſiderations whatever. The Supreme;Pome! 
er can never tolerate thoſe who reigu and decres . 


© = 


his lacred authority. 


tice by him, to violate his precepts, and trample n 


1 The 


kich tlie god of ſharks avert, the proſperity of your 
Litioners Will inevitably be deſtroyed, and their 


ved, rapidly diminiſned.— But, on the other hand, 


corn the feelings of the vulgar, and nobly inter- 17 


> 
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The rule of ' Righteouſneſs, reſpecting the duties 
nations and individuals owe one another, is immut. 
able like its Divine Author, and equally binding on 
all deſcriptions of men. From the benefits aceru- 
ing from the due obſervance of this rule, the poor 
cannot be excluded, nor have the rich any excluſire 
right to negleCt it: for the ſame God that hath made 
of one blood all nations on the face of the earth, 


hath alſo bound them by one and the ſame law, 


whether impreſſed upon the heart, or, in addition 


to this, externally revealed. Have we not all one fu. 


ther? hath not one God created us? why do ⁊ue then 
deal treacherouſly againſt our Brethren? 

Since God expreſly declares that he will execute 
judgment and juſtice for all rhoſe that are oppreſſed, 
and break in pieces their oppreſſors; that for the op- 

reſſion of the poor, and for the ſighing of the needy, 

| pe will ariſe to ſet them in ſafety from the men that 
puff at them, we are juſtified by the Divine autho- 
rity in afferting, that for all the evils committed by 
Britiſh ſubjects in this trafhc, God will bring us in- 
to judgment, and avenge the wrongs which we have 
done his intelligent creatures. That he will do this 
ſpeedily, if not already in part executed, by the war 
in which we are unhappily involved, aud its ruinous 
conſequences, we ſee no ſmall reaſon to conclude, 
from the late remonſtrances extorted from Conſci- 
ence, his deputy in the human breaſt, againſt this 
infernal commerce. The continuance of it, by the 
fpecial authority of your. auguſt Houſe, notwith- 
ſtanding ſuch remonſtrances, in our deliberate judg- 
ment, not only aggravates in a high meaſyre the 
nt fince contracted by it, but alſo affords a dread- 
ul fign of God's determined purpoſe to puniſh it on 
theſe lands; which we have farther reaſon to dread 
from the loſs of the Bill to prevent our ſupplying fo- 
reign markets with ſlaves. Hence, we can count no 
piece of feformation in the State adequate and ſatisfac- 
tory,while this root of bitterneſs and miſchief is fenced 


by the bulwark of national power, and watered 2 
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ve fountain of legiſlative authority f. A concern, 
therefore, for the ſtability of the Throne, and the 
proſperity of Britain and its dependencies, as well as 
for the happineſs of unknown myriads of our fellow 
men, actuates us in making this application, and de- 
mands our perſeverance, if neceſſary, till the great 
object of it is obtained, that we may at leaſt deſiver 
our own ſouls, if not ſo happy as to ſucceed in 
pleading the common cauſe of humanity ; and a ſi- 
milar concern ſhould doubtleſs induce every mem- 
ber of your honourable Houſe, to concur in grant- 


ing the prayer of this our PETITION. 0 
I 2 THE 


+ The author may be thought to expreſs his apprehenſions too 
ſtrongly above. Feeling bis mind, by frequent reflection on the 
ſubject, deeply impreſſed with it, he may have expreſſed his ſenti- 
ments. and forebodings in ſuch a manner as ſome may tax with en- 
thuſiaſm—Be it ſo— Though he ſhould farther incur this charge, 
he ſeels himſelf conſtrained to repeat, that the criminal hand Bri- 
tain bath fo long had in the odious trafhe of our fellow men, 
not poſs with impunity. To fix the time and manner of avevging 
their wrongs pertains to God, but if de is a God of truth and jut- 
tice, it muſt infallibly take place, and a variety of circumſfances 
concur in pointing out the period as at no great diſtance; when 
with what meaſure we mete, it ſhall be meaſured to us again, whence 
we ſhall have reaſon to conclude that verily be is & God that judgcih in 
tbe earth, The expreſs threats of his word againſt all oppreſſors, 
and promiſes to plead the cauſe of the oppreſled, and execute judg- 
ment for them, aſcertain this, unleſs we preſume co ſay that theſe 
are but words of courſe, and that there is no veracity in the ſpeak- 
er. Are not the People in queſtion oppreſſed? Let Britain hear 
ſuch threats and tremble; for that God with whom we have to do, 
is not flack concerning his threatenings, as ſome men count: for 
he will diſtribute ſorrows in his anger. To fill up the meaſure of 
our iniquity, and ſecure the execution of the Divine threatenings de- 
nounced againſt ſuch practices, we have by our Repreſentatives 
conſented to the continuance of a traffic which involves the violati- 
on of every principle and precept of natural and revealed religon, 
not only for the ſupply of our own Cajonies with ſla ves; but alſo 
that we ſhould employ our ſhipping and our ſeamen in it, for the 
ſupply of foreign markets. One was induced to believe that the 
opinion formerly declared concerning it as inhuman, cruel, and wnjuft, 
and that it ought to be aboliſhed, was the language of conſcience: 
but ſuch conduct gives reaſon to call this in queſtion, and to view it 
merely as intended to lull the public mind reſpecting it; in which 
view it has had its effet. Solomon ſaith of a certain claſs of men, 
tbey diſſemble with their lips, and lay up deceit within them, When they 
peat fair, believe them not ; for there are ſeven abomination: in their beart, 
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THE exerciſe of A/aph, in the 77th Pſalm, fo mid 
reſembling that of the Prophet here, tho' proceeding fr, 

a different cauſe, ſome part of it is introduced at i 

- begining and towards the cloſe of the following pem 

The invaſion of the land of Fudea by the Caldean a 

my, and the direfut calamities, and tedious captin 

hich thence followed, are the great objects that exc 

the Prophets diſtreſs on this mournful eccafion; ad 

s lead him to pour out his heart to God in prayer, a 
- #2 ſuggeſt ground of hope and conſolation to his Cu 
trymen, and /1mfelf, in the preſpect of theſe deſolatuu 
ub this view, he directs the attentizn of the Church 

the fegnal diſplays r God's power in their behalf in E 
 gypt, at the red /za, in the wilderneſi, and afterward 
i the land of Canaan all which he celebrates in-a mane 

ner becoining the dignity and importance of theſe divin 
works, and the infimte majeſi F their Authey.. Th 
Ne, this {election of events, does not udhere rife Y 
) to the arder in which they took place in reſpect of tin A 
n=. Gud-inſevezal infatrees be leaves us at a Jig .t knowl ” 
1 o lerter he alludes ta theſe that happened in Egypt, wth ' 
tleregger in the conguet of Canaan, this being no wy C 
mater ial to his. main purpoſe. Several circumſlances an - 
8 


. borreoed in the Deſcant from the hrftory of theſe eventi 
* elfewwhere recorded, avhich are either paſſed over, or but 
_ ſlightly touched at in the text. | | 
The hoſtile meaſures which at preſent invaive the ſiatt 
of Europe in auaſte of blood and treaſure, and our own 
| among the reſt, induced the author to give It a plate is 
| . this publication, as tao deſcriptive of effects which hure 
already reſulted, and may flitl farther reſult from then, 
4 it vat torote before hoſtilities commenced, and ef 
ö courſe without any eye to them. To a welh diſpoſed mini, 
that views Provulential events in à proper light, ti 
refleftions aubiub occur in it avill, it is hcped, be neitieh 
out of ſeaſon, nor unacceptable ; eſpecially as being found. 
dl on the word of God, and fo having the ſanctian 5 
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DESCANT on Ch. 1IT. of HABAKKUK. 


; e | 

SOON as, my God, thy voice aſſail'd mine ear, 
My frame confeſs'd its pow'r, convuls'd with fear. 
Who can abide the terrors of thy look ? 
Or once ſuſtain the ſhock of thy rebuke? 

To Thee I cry, oh, to our help repair, 5 
As oft before, in anſwer to our py * 
h all our ſtraits, Thou art our preſent aid, 
Who thy own care haſt our falvation made; 
And that when troubles did ſo much abound, 
That help or comfort could no where be found. 10 | 
Now days of grief and deep diſtreſs invade, | 
And we're nigh brought to death's dark diſmal ſhade. 

On Thee I thought, and ſeaſons long ſince o'er, 
fer ſtil my plaints continue as before. | 
At gloom's return I view my former ſongs, 15 
but ſorrow {till its triumph fad prolongs. 
win God in wrath renounce his choſen race? 
188 Can He forget his former acts of grace? 
Ah! ſhall his love no more deliverance bring? 
And hath his mercy ſeal'd her ev'ry ſpring ? 20 
hall his fierce wrath *gainſt us for ever burn, 

While we are left m bondage fad to mourn ? 

; No:---what but weakneſs can ſuggeſt theſe fears? 
His pow'r and grace fail not with lapſe of years. 
/ 
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Hence TH to mind his mighty acts recall, 25 
And at his throne of mercy proſtrate ſall; — 
In hope He will his gracious ear inline, 
And cauſe his face on Zion yet to ſhine. 

Amid due wrath, 8 us in love, 
Thy mercy charge to ſpare us from abore. 30 
If we muſt ſuffer for our countleſs crimes, f 
Far hence exil'd to barbarous heathen climes, 
Amidſt ſueh ſcenes—ſuch deſolating years, 
Thy work revixe, and wipe off all our tears! 
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From Paran's height, in bright conſuming flame 
Lo, Iſra'ls Holy One majeſtic came! 1 
The God of nature in his gait appears, 14 
As robes of ſtate He light refulgent wears; 
While He annouge'd, with ſolemn pomp his law, 
Io Jacob's tribes, whom the dread ſcene did awe, 
A burſt of glory veſts the arch above, 40 
And fills the earth, where He in ſtate did move; 
Commanding praiſe from myriads of our race, 
While wonders great are done before his face. 
And, if fo pow'rful a few paſſing rays, 4; 
What, Lord, thy glory's full celeſtial blaze 
* ſhook as He terrific trod, 
And bow'd in homage to the preſent God. 
Nature's vaſt pillars on their baſe all reel, | 
When He deſcended for his people's weal. 50 
His glory quite o'erpow'rs the noon-tide blaze, 
5 And from his palm pour forth celeſtial rays. 
. Yet theſe, tho' bright, did but his might conceal, 
To mortal eyes what can his pow'r reveal? | 
In Egypt-land, that felt his wrath as fire, 55 
And in — which had incurr'd his ire, 
Fierce burning blains did ſor a ſeaſon rage, 
And in the conflict nature's pow'rs engage. 
Before his face the ghaſtly peſt forth afk, 
And ſcatters death in her wide waſted walks; 
While war and famine tread, ah! cloſe behind, 
Theſe fell deſtroyerggf the human kind. , 
The clouds ſurcharg d, emit their ſtore in ſtorms,.— 
The ſtars wage war, while hail his word performs. ; 
Loud peals of thunder ſpeak his pow'rful ire, 65 ; 
Beneath his feet expand fierce flames of fire. ; 
His breath theſe kindles,—at his dread command, f 
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Woes iſſue thence to waſte a guilty land. 
FIR. He paus'd,—and fcann'd with one extenſive view, 
e globe of earth, ere forth his vengeance flew. 70 

He Canaan meaſur'd for his choſen race, 
That pleaſant land, aſſign'd them of his grace. * 


N At his dread look the nations oe > pad 
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( 103 ) 
He ſpoke in wrath, the mountains bend and teap, 7x 
On their firm baſe none durſt his ſtation keep. 
Hills torn, and rocks emit one hideous roar, 
While burſts the ground that folid was before. 
All nature felr his voice from pole to pole, 
And terrors ſeize on ey'ry human ſoul. 80 
Great kings and ſtates, who oft did might difplay, 
At his approach are fi]Pd with dread diſmay; 
Thoſe flain, theſe ruin'd, never more to rife 
Who can contend with Him that rules the ſkies? 
Unlike the deeds of mortal man, his flow 8 
From pow'r divine, nor bound nor limit know. 
Io! Cuthan's tents are forthwith all diſmay'd, 
I faw their conflicts *mid the troubled ſhade; 
And Midian too, could not the ſhock withitand, 
When fame ſuch feats had wafted to his land. go 
Of Jacob's God the name ſounds far and near, 
And nations tremble where his ſigns appear. 
The ſwelling depths recoil at his dread nod: 
And form a path for their Almighty God. 
A trembling horror wide arreſts the main, 95 
And rivers deep are bound as with a chain. 
Whence ſprung ſuch wrath? did you Him, floods, diſ- 
Was his ire rous'd againſt the raging ſeas? (pleaſe? 
That he march'd ſo acrofs the ſpacious main, 
For Iſra'l's weal, with terrors in his train? 100 
That He ſmote rivers, and repreſs'd the deep, p 
The fountains ſeal'd, and made hard rocks to weep? 
At thy ſtrong blaſt the floods collected were, 
And rear'd their tow'ring ſides congeal'd in air; 
To maſſive walls on either hand were caſt, 103 
Till thy redeem'd had all in ſafety paſt: | 
Thy barbed ſhafts flew forth with winged ſpeed, 
Thy hanghty foes theſe lodge among the dead. 
Why did the rivers to their ſource retire? 
Was it becauſe they felt thy burning ire 110 
Why roar'd old ocean from his deepeſt caves? 
What power could chain his furious threat ning waves? 
Cauſe theſe reflow—a dreadful rolling tide? 
Their fury quell, to their wont bed ſubſide, 
* 


Ejecting 


; ( 104 9 
Fiefting, myriads ſlain upon the ſhore, n 
W bite tete 1frac! all br adore? To 
What arm could ſhake the mountains on their baſe? 
Or rocks and hills from their old ſite eraſe ? 
Theſe works: are thine, Almighty Lord of hoſts, 
Whence let thy praiſe reſound o'er naturc's.coaſts; 
For idol-gods can not with Thee once vie, 120 
Who art the Maker both of earth and ſc y. 
The flinty rock, obedient to thy word, 
Did to thy people copious draughts afford; 
Such floods pour'd forth as clett-the ſolid ground, 
And thro” the wild, like rivers did abound. 125 
The Rock of ages, ſmit by juſtice? rod, 
To Zion's ſons will glad'ning ſtreams afford, 
Which ſhall attend them to the cloſe of time, 
Ap prove their boundle ſs bliſs in glory's clime. 130 
ele acts were thine, when thou thytribes didſt lead, 
From Mizraim's land, as their conduCting Head. 
Thy pow'r, O God, could equal theſe and more, 
Whence taught, may we ſtill truſt Thee and adore! 
I he ſun and moon ſtood {till in their abode, 135 
Obedient to the mandate of their Od. 
To lighten Ifra'l to purſue the foe, öMN 
While his own arm di deal the fatal blow. 
- When He made bare his ever-matchleſs arm, 
His fees could not ſaſtain the dread alarm; 140 
They quickly ſunk to ſhades of endleſs night, 
Can feeble mortals with their Maker fight 
His miſſive ſhafts, and awful burniſſi d ſpear, 
Like lightning fly athwart the troubled air. 
All nature arms, if nature's God once call, 145 
To plead his cauſe his works are ready all. 
Did Iſra'l fear th' Eternal Lord of hoſt, 
Still might they make his pow'rful arm their boaſt. 
Did they by faith invoke his name in pray r, 
And make his ſervice their ineeſſant care; 130 
Ile ſtill would aid them, as He oft before, 
And cauſe them triumph, while their foes deplore. 
23097 Ih £©-— W017 32218 28 
* 4 wh bs n d: 02 (54m 4 1 1 Wah 


— 


a 7 : . 
% - & # v& 7 
— — 
= 


0) 2055) 


With contrite hearts, ye favour'd, ſelect race, 
Ilis guardian care, and mighty works retrace z 
While you implore, confide {till in his grace: 155 
For He will crown a pious people's pray'r, 
The unreclaim'd alone his vengeance thare. 
Shall not our God, wha:ſav'd his Church before, 
From Chaldean thrall N hoſen tribes reitore? * 

Thro' Paleſtine our c&nq'ring God went forth, 160 
Aſſembled nations felt that he was wroth. 
The groans of wounded, and the blood of flain, 
Fild, awful! ſill'd each fatal hoſtile plain. | 
For [ſra'l's ſafety did He march abroad, of 
With Shine anoINTED+F went Almighty God. 165 
Salvation, Lord, did then thine arms engage, 
Againſt our foes Ihyſelf the war didſt wage. 
Thine ire conſum'd the wicked branch and root, 
Who reap'd of guilt the direſul bitter fruit. 
Their walled cities, and their ſtrongeſt tow'rs, 179 
Thy rouſed vengeance ſuddenly o'erpow'rsz 
While ſwift as whirlwind they would us o'crtake, 
In hope, exulting, captives us to make. 2 
To plead our cauſe, Jehovah took the field, 175} 
Who is our King, our glorious ſun and fhieldyß 
While nature's pow'rs to their great Author yield. 
How firrp thy awful motion thro! the deep, 
Where many a hero ſunk in laſting ſleep! 
Thy hoſtile car each where-triumphant rode, -189 
And thund'ring ſpoke the matehle is pow'r of God! 
Thus our great King ful6ll'd his word and oath, 
To Abram pledg'd, and to his children both. 

To Him what all the princes of the earth, n 
Who can at will remand their vital breath? 

Ah! now Thou art become our mighty Foe, 185 
. Whence hoſtile troops invade, and menace woe. 
I ſee, I ſee the war-like bands draw near, 
Proud BabePs ſons in dread array appear: & 

' | OE 


If Ver. 13. viz, Joſhua, whoſe name imports a Saviour or de- 
Averer; for he was an eminent type of him whoſc name is the As 
wanted or Chriſt, 
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For fo juſt Heav'n for all our crimes ordains, 190 
Commands his ſcourge to ſmite and waſte our plaing, 
Theſe, fierce as lions, ſeize, and wound and ſlay, 
And fwift as eagles, dart upon the prey. 

What dire portents my pained heart affright! 
What ſcenuy of horror riſe before my ſghef | 
The victors ſhouts affail—aſtound mine ears, 193 
My Native land, thy woes comnrand my tears. 

J ſee thy troops before their en' mies flee, 

Garbs roll'd in blood, and cities ſack'd J fee +: 

Bo God hath faid, whoſe word is firm and ſure, 

My People's ruin, how can I endure! -208 

Ahl quite oerpow'i'd, I faint beneath the load, 
Who can ſupport the terrors of a God? | 

My blood, thence freez'd, now ſtagnates in my veing, 

And my whole frame's convuls'd with grief and pains, 

With conſternation I am quite ſtruck dumb, 20g 

All pale I quake, as ready for the tomb. 

I proſterate ke beneath thy mighty hand, 


Becauſe I, too, have ſtain'd thy favour'd land. BY. 


Hence {hall I reſt when war's alarms affail, __ 
And Oer the guilty in dread fort prevail; - _ 216 
When God incens'd, ſhall the whole land inveſt, 
And with his troops his daring foes arreſt, + 
Tu kifs the rod, —the ſmiting hand adore, + 
Tho? I {till feel, and the fad cafe deplore. 
Thou art our Sire, do what ſeems to Thee beſt,21; 
But-in thy favour let our ſouls have reſt. 

'Tho' the rich olive ſhould deny its oil, 
Nor more reward the peaſant's care and toil; 

Tho? bloom or fruit ſhould not adorn the vine, 
Or foes us rob of the extracted wine; 220 
Tho' figs ſhould ceaſe to grace their parent bough, 

And fields and plains their wonted ſtores forego; 

Tho' in the ſtall the ſteer and ſteed expire, 

And folds be ſmit with peſt, or Heaw'n's dread = 
| | : " 


+ Every battle of. the warrior is with coofuſed poile, and fe 
ments rolled in blood. Iſa. 9. 3. i | 
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Yet to my God my ev'ry pow'r reſign d. 225 
In Him ſweet reſt my troubled heart ſhall find. 
His grace and mercy ſhall my lips proclaim, 
And my whole ſoul exult ſtill in his name. 
When guilt is puniſh'd by an angry God, 
And nations ſmart beneath his vengeful rod; 230 
When heroes {hrink, and tremble with diſmay, 
Feel to their coaſt there is a judgment day; 
In thee, my God, ſhall I find ſweet * 
My ſoul at eaſe, unaw'd by num'rous foes. 235 
Thy guardian wings ſhall my whole frame o'erſpread, 
While thouſands round ſink to deatli's gloomy thae. 
Thy ſervant ſhield from noifome plague and ftrite, 
Guide ſafe thro' the affiftive vale of life. 
To me Thou art ſalvation, ſtrength and ſong, 
To whom my heart, and ev'ry pow'r belong, 240 
Source of my joy, Thy praiſe dwell on my-tongue. 
Swift as the hind, our foes we'll yet purſue, 
When gracious Heav'n ſhall our bleſt ſtate renew; 
Swift as the roe, to run our heav'nly race, 245 
And to triumph, He'll make his ſons thro” grace. 
Ye fav'rite ones, who claim Him as your Sire, 
Be not diſmay'd, hence, at his waſting ire. 
o' vengeance rous'd, ſhould mount her bloody car, 
Drive o'er the fields, and kindle ruthleſs war; 
Tho' blood and flaugher fill the hoſtile plain, 250 
Thrice dreadful fight! it ſtrew with warriors ſlain; 
And woes of divers dreadful forms abound, | 
While horror ſpreads her baleful wings around: 
In his pavilion ſhall He ſafe you bids, | 
Amidſt ſxch ſcenes, whatever may betide. - 255 
Lo! Jacob's God o'er earth's each limit reigns, 
Lets looſe the wicked, or at pleaſure chains. 
Theſe ſcenes ſubſerve ſhall his own greatzdeſign, 
In which till ſee, and own hi hand Divine. 
He ſhall in theſe deep flain weak human pride, 200 
The boaſted might of his proud foes deride. 
Impell'd by guilt, the ſtrokes that juſtice deals, 
Are meant for good, by theſe ſuch ſouls He page 
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As Ny to merey, that exalts the low, | 265 


Shields the oppreſs'd, and feels for human woe; — 
Kind heals our wounds, allays each grievous ſmart, 


If to his throne we bring a contrite heart. 94 
Loath to avenge, where crimes his wrath demandor; 
Hes ſwift to hear, and prone to ſpare a land; - 
To ſhed oer ais the precious balm of peace, - 1230 


_ Hoon as to tread 10 folly* 8 path we ceaſe”, 7 
Know, healing balm in Gilead doth abound, 
That there a great Phyſician may be found. 

What god with Ifra'l's God may once compare, 
Who their redemption made his ſpecial care? 273 
What mighty wonders did his hand achieve, 
Among the nations? ſtill in Him believe. 

On ſeeing Him, the quaking flood recoilss 

Ilis angry look the ſpacious deep embroils. 

The pregnant clouds pour forth their wat'ry ſtore, 
And heav'n reſounds with one terrifie Toar, 280 


He ſpoke, and ſwitt his deadly arrows fſy, 1 * 


And peals of thunder roll along the ſky... _ - - 
All nature ſeems but one continu'd blaze, 
White earth throughout reels on its {table baſe. 28; 
Beyond our ken, in depths thy ways Thou . 
In theſe our days, as in the ſeaſons paſt: N 
Vet as their Shepherd doſt Thou Iſra'l keeps » 
Nor wilt abandon thine-own paſture-ſheep: | | 
Hence in our God we'll all our truſt repoſe, » -299 
Who ſoon can bleſs, and cruſh with eaſe our foes. 
Thou'Kingiof kings, whoſe realm extends o'er all, 
Before whoſe throne both high and low mult fall; 
Ober all the earth cauſe war's alarms to ceaſe, _ 
And till maintain the precious boon of peace. 295 
May kings and rulers in thy fear (till reign, , 
Their people free from ev'ry ſervile chain, 
And ne'er be found to treat them as their foes, 
Thro pride, —ambition, ſwell their lift of woes! 
May both as one, to the ſame centre move, 3099 
While kings give Freedom and their ſubjects love 
That human woes may ev'ry where decreaſe, 
And nations thare the bliſs of laſting peace. 
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Ah! when will rulers nur/ng fathers prove, 
Their conduct ſanction'd by the Pow'r above? 3059 
Like yonder ſun, rich bleſſings widely ſhed? 
Whence pray we may, Long hve each crowned Head! 
How long ſhall man invade the rights of man, 
Oppoſe the God of nature's bounteous plan? 
How long ſhall lucre's thralls free men inſlave? 310 
From this diſgrace, Good Heay'n, the nations ſave! 
Nor viſit Britain, in thy dreadful ire, 
For this our guilt, like a conſuming fre! 

Ye favour'd Britons, lay your ſtate to heart, 
Fre made to feel the too Abet ſmart. 315 
In ſin abounding, view the ſigns of woe, 
Who can recount the ills that from it flow? 
While ſparing mercy ſome reſpite may lend, 
Without delay your perverſe ways amend; 
Ere God you ſmite, like Iſrael of yore, 320 
And when too late your folly you deplore: 
For He now calls, in time incline your ear,  _ 
The God you light, ſhall ſoon your Judge appear. 
Your ways review, thence learn what we deſerve, 
From which may Heav'n our Iſland long preſerve! 


May Truth Divine the nations all illume, 325) 


And earth's each ſtate, Meſhah's ſoon become, 
While as his vineyard all with verdure bloom; 

That theſe, ſubmitting, to his regal ſway, | 
May all be bleſs'd with one propitious day! 330 

May ev'ry change to this grand centre tend, 

And ſafely in thia REVOLUTION Exo; 


That Earth's each bound may hail His bleſt domain, 


And race to race be happy in His REIGN; 
That wars invade the human race no more, 
I' enrich a few, while millions ſad deplore! 


| 
| 
' 
| 
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VERSES im an ODE for the Meeting of the Friends 
| N of * Preſs, 15th of June 1793 *. 


Tac chains of Rome Britahnia broke, 
Impatient of a foreign yoke; , 
Her ſons to freedom ever dear, | 
Were foremoſt in the proud career: 
And long her Princes ſtrove in vain 
| To rivet a domeſtic chain : 

No end of the fierce conteſt Europe ſaw, 
Till liberty was fix d on the firm baſe of law. 
| 0 


- 27M The fon. ws quotation on the liberty of the Preſs from a ſo- 
reign author +, who wrote an excellent eſſay upon the Britiſh cone 
ſtitution, merits our attention. 
In ſhert, whoever conſiders what it is that conſtitutes the mo- 
8 viog principle of what we call great affairs, and the invincible 
bility of man to the opinion of his fellow creatures, will not 
„ hefirzte to affirm, that if it were poſſible for the liberty of the 
. . defpotic government, and {what is not leſs dif- 
* ficolt), for it to exiſt without changing the conſtitution or goverr- 
ment, this liberty of the preſs —— alone form a counterpoiſe 
4 to the of rhe Prince, If, for example, in-an empire of 
« the Faſt, 4 a fanQuary could be found, which, rendered reſpect- 
able by the ancient religion of the people, 5 
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ight inſure ſafety to 


„ thoſe whe fhould bring thither their obſervations of any kind; 


« and that, from thence, printed papers ſhould iſſue, which, — 
der à certain ſeal, might be equally refpected; and which, in 
„ their daily appearance, ſhould examine and freely diſcuſs the 
„ conduct of the Cadis, the Baſhaws, the Vizier, the Divan, and 
« the Sultan himſelf; that would introduce immediately ſome de- 

« gree of liberty.” 

I the juſtice of theſe remarks be allowed, Britons may ſee how 
dear the liberty of the ſhould be to them, unleſs dead to the 
love of two of the moſt valuable rights of man as a member of ſo- 
ciety, civil and religious liberty, which muſt fall or ſtand together 
with if. The meaſures of men in public cruſt, are like a city ſer on 
a hill, which cannot be hid; and while millions are intereſted in 
their conſequences, and even every individual in particular, they 
have not the leaſt ſhadow of claim ta be exempted from public diſ- 
culion. What equally concerns all, none ſhould be forbidden to 
inveſtigate, or make the topic of converſation or writing, tho" be 
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O ſay then in this trying hour 

Of rights oppos'd to 'Tyrant Pow'r; 

Say, ſhall a daſtard Britiſh race, 

The flaves of penſion and of place, 

Stoop to reſume their ancient yoke, *© 

And forge theſe chains their fathers broke ? 
Shall men—ſhall Britons — for the huſks of ſwine, 
Barter their native rights, and heritage divine! 


While others ſtruggle to be free, 

Unmov'd ſhall we the conteſt ſee? . 

Shall we our native rights forego, 

And own a Friend in Freedom's Foe? . 

O prize thoſe rights ſo dearly won, 

The ſacred gift of fire to ſon! | 
And, as you prize thoſe rights, think, ere too late, 
Of Deſpots? f.ith, and Poland's hapleſs fate! 


__ 


No common ill alarms our zeal, 
Excites our cares for Britain's weal} 
To the beſt ſafeguard of our land, : 
Hlave we not ſeen deſtruction plann'd; f 
The Preſs, our Freedom's deareſt part, 
Aſſaiꝰd in turns by force and art: 
While Judges terrors of the laws decree, 
And Clubs combine to overawe the free. | 
K 2 While 


may err, and happen to draw wrong concluſions: for deprive men 
of this privilege, either in religion or politics, or indeed in any 
branch of ſcience, and you lay the ax to the root of the deareſt bleſ- 
lags in life, and preclude every improvement. The very prohi- 
birion muſt excite alarm in a people jealous of their liberty, and 
beget the moſt uneaſy and unfavourable ſuſpicions. But why ſur- 
miſe a doubt on this head, when the late Royal proclamation, en- 
joining us to pray for ſucceſs to his Majeſty's arms in the preſeut 
war, as a juſt and neceſſary one, - recogniſes in effect our right as 
lub ze cis co ſatisfy ourſelves reſpeQing its juſtice and neceſſity; for 
it could not mean to require our implicit faith in an authority mere- 
ly human, and indeed if it did, this would be commanding us to 
clſend againſt, God, who expreſely enjoins us to be able to give a 
reafon of the hope that is in us. God deals with us as men, endu- 
ed wich reaſon, and as ſuch would have us worſhip him; and they 


that would urge us to addrefs him in any other manner, would urge 
us to inſult him. 
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[age While Freedom? s foes around 3 
Sap, Mall her friends remain ſupine? 
od? 4 triumph gain'd/to Freedom's cauſe 
Demands this day our thanks —applauſe— 
= To one whoſe worth all price outweighs; 
Whom but to name is higheſt praiſe: 
Fon, form'd by Heav'n on that exalted plan, 
That Nature may ſtand up and fay,—'This is a Mau, 
20101191574 | 
vi rode 5 That Juries ſhall in all decide; 
Rog 'Their voice the law, and facts their ale 1 
That ſacred principle now ſtandds 
To guard the Prefs from impious hands: 
The Preſs— Palladium of our Iſle! 
On which depends the holy pile 
Of Laws and Rights, which many. an age has ſtood, 
Rear'd by our fathers hands, cemented by N blook 


N 0 venerate the ſacred truſt, 
And 10 yourſelyes—your children juſt— 
ainſt private int'reſt, party rage, 
noble war of Freedom wage: 
bo' dangers menace your career, 
In Freedom's cauſe---can Briton's fag." 
Your children claim the rights your fathers gave: 
* bought with life tis yours to die or lags! 
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Tur beter bf reform hath of. 9 Edel much 
date and acquired many friends and enemies 
7 The nu mber of zofe who directly deny that there 
"Exiſt abuſes in the — the reform of which nl 
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be of eſſential ſervice, is but ſmall; yet a variety of 
expedients are induſtriouſly employed to counteract 
the accompliſhment of ſo defirable an object, and 
throw an odium on the cauſe of reform, and thoſe 
who embark in it. Some who would be thought to 
wiſh well to that cauſe, pretend that this is not the 
proper time to ſtir in it, and therefore tax ſuch as 
proſeſs themſelves friendly to it, or take an active 
part in it, as diſaffected to thoſe who hold the reins 
of government, and having ſome hoſtile intentions 
againſt the Conſtitution and adminiſtration of their 


Country. Thus have all that ever attempted to pro- 
mote reformation in either Church or State, been 
ſtigmatized by the ignorant, the deſigning and ſelf- 


intereſted. If reform be good in itſelf, and really 
needful, then it is good and commendable to be 
zealouſly affected in promoting it; for faint wiſhes 
and feeble efforts never produce any falutary effects. 

In order to cruſh this cauſe, it is well known what 
combinations have been formed by perſons of wealth 
and influence, and their dependante, with expreſs 
view to harraſs ſach, whether in the mechanical or 
commercial line, as give it their ſupport, or appear 
to wiſh it well. Lo deter ſuch, they are threatened 
with the loſs of their cuſtomers; nor does it reſt in 
mere threats;. for theſe have been put in execution, 
and have no doubt in many caſes had their deſigned 
effect. Such a ſpecies of perſecution is no leſs im- 
politic in iiſelf, and diſhonourable to its authors, 
than perſecution for conſcience {ake in matters mere- 


ly religious. It betrays and injures the very cauſe to 


lupport which it is employed, and the'-it may pro- 
cure it partial ſupport for a time, this will only ren- 
der it eventually more odious and deteſtable. What 
convinces the judgment, needs no coercive meaſures 
to enforce it; and without furniſhing.ground of ra- 
tional conviction, reſpecting the, expedieuce and u- 
tility of any meaſure, the more reflęcting and intel- 
ligent part of mankind ner be Poa Mister. 
; ; v7 3 18:70 <hids e he 
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* 'The moſt formidable arguments which ate em- 
EY > againſt reform and the friends of it, con- 
filt chiefly of grofs miſrepreſentations of which ſome 
are very laviſh, or low ſatire and burleſque, as ſome 
late preductions on that fide of the queſtion can ful. 
ly atteſt; but a good. caufe, not needing, diſdains to 
be indebted to füch weapons for i 1s defence; and in- 
de tuch aid gives threwd 
cb bk the cauſe in ſupport of which 
they are 1 ded: For, till“ better fail, men ſeldom 


| * recourfe-to theſe. * 


There are who allege religious conſiderations for 
oppoling every application for reform in the ſtate. 


bey tell us, that it is unbecoming in a Chriſtian to 

-_ concern himſelf with ſuch matters, and acting con- 
_ © wary'to the precepts and defign of Chriſtianity: This 
.. objection, if juſt, would at once lay the ax to the 
root and for ever cut off every attempt in à Chriſti 
_an{ſate to meliorate their political circumftances, be 
theſe ever ſo degrading and oppreſſive; if they would 
not forfeit all claim to that honourable character 
The reaſon however, which is ſometimes aſſigned 


0 this recommended apathy in Chrittians-efpect- 
ing public matters, does no great honour to the 
ſtateſmen and politicians of the wurld. It is of 4 
piece with the-reafon which our Lord gave to à ti 
ciple, who ſought leave to go and burydhis father; 
that i is, probably, to attend upon him in his old age 
till he ſhould have an opportunity of performing this 
yay Pa. their ' dead," but 

thau me-=--let thoſe. who are nr” erg from their 
wailing diſpoſitions and turu of mind, to attend to 
igher or more nobie concerns, mind the earthly af- 
fairs of the ſtate, and let all real Chriſtians refign 


this to them, devoting themfelves to the cares and. 


purſuits: of another and better world. The author 


| begs leave to aſhign ſome of the reaſons which in- 


duce him to be of Were paid rr 
l 6.1 Gand 
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The Conſtitutton of Britain, and ind-ed of every 
free ſtate, recogniſes the right of the ſubjects to pe- 
tition their Legiſlature or Executive Power, «for a re- 
ure fs of whatever they may deem a grievance; and, 
of courſe, recogniſes and alſo afcertains the obliga- 
tion on rulers to attend to ſuch petitions, and, if 
well founded, ro grant the prayer algghem.s This is 

2 ſendamentat articie im all welkregelated govern- 
mens, without which they would be downright de- 
fpotiim; and this privite we ſee ſubjects daily ex- 
excie in other matters, without onee incurring ei- 
ther odium or cenſure. Why then ſhould the 
friends of reform be branded for availing themſelves 0 
'of a right, which they poſſeſs in common with their 
lello y ſubjects, in a matter that appears to them in- 
tereſting to their Country, to themſelves and poſte- 
ity, etpecially as it is granted on all hands, that 
grevances and abuſes of conſi derable magnitude do 
exilt at preſent in the ſtate, and have been om the 
bereaſe? Hath not this been allowed even by the 
Majority in Parliament, when they did not once at- 
tewpt to diſprove the facts upon which the petition- 
ers founded their complaints and application? and 
why then ſhould thoſe be ſtigmatized as enemies to 
thicir King and Country, who expreſs, in a legal and 
peaceable manner, their earneſt with to have grounds 
ct complawtremoved, while this may be done with- 
out endangering the juft and legal rights of any one 
claſs 8#:4menr in the ſtate? To particulariſe exiſting 
abuſcs, and deſcant upon them, is not my preſent 
purpoſe. The Publie are already poſſeſſed of ample 
mformation on that head, and the Reader will ſind 
ſome in the ſelected pieces that are ſubjoined. 

If x be granted that thoſe who equally bear the bur- 
dens of the ſtate in their place and Ration, ſhould equal 
I have a voice in the choice of thofe who repreſent and 
alſeſs them with theſe burdens, (and reaſon, common e- 75 
quity and the uſages of every well- conducted ſocie | 
allow this much) Non: ſack as feel themſelves apl. 
red of this common right or privilege, undoubtedly 

: enjoyed 


| © =» 


enjoyed by our anceſtors in theſe lands, have reafog 
to think they are aggrieved, and to with matters were 
reſtored to this ancient and equitable footing, If it 
be an undeniable and notorious fact, that the Com. 
mons of Great Biirain, ſo far from having the free 
choice in the Election of their Repreſentatives in 
Parliament, have 320 members, a conſiderable Ma. 
jority of the whole Houſe of Commons, nominated 
and palmed uſton them by 73 Peers. 94 Commonen, 
and the Treaſury, does not this in effect totally an- 
nihilate their political exiſtence or conſideration. 
If a majority in Parliament can act as independent 
of the will of the Nation, as if they held their ſeats 
quite independent of them; and if a miniiter can al. 
ways ſecure a majority diſpoſed to ſupport his men- 
ſares, does not this ſhew the neceſſity of ſhortening 
the duration of Parliamentary delegation ? . Power, 
in whatever hands it is lodged, needs checks to guard 
it from abuſe, and hence the wiſdom of our Conſti- 
tution in providing ſuch. But ſhould the legiflative 
and executive power concentre in effect, by the above 
management, in one point, would not this deſtroy 
the equilibrium of the Conftitution? | 
With regard to the Repreſentation of the People 
in Parliament, if two paltry huts at Old Sarum claim 
right to ſend two members to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, while a town conſiſting of 60,000 inhabitants, 
and others of the half and the third of that number 
can ſend none, tho” their population and commerce 
contribute largely to the revenue; is not this ſuch a 
partial diſtribution of $677 liberty as needs and 
claims ſpeedy reform? If corruption and perjury 
prevail on the preſent ſyſtem at elections, of whi 
the Houſe feems to have been very ſenſible, as ap- 
pears from their having enacted ir s ſtatutes 
ſince the Revolution, in order to ſuppreſs ſuch eri 
minal practices; and if the time of the Houſe, Which 
ought to be devoted to public buſineſs, is ſpent in 
Inveſtigating theſe works of darkneſs, or 1 


. 
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validity of returns, while horrid ſeenes of corruption 
and perjury are laid open, without redreſs or reme- 
dy, and thoſe that are thus illegally returned occupy 
ſor Seſſions the fruits of ſuch crimes, to the prejudice 
of thoſe that were duly elected and their conſtitu- 
ents, and of the Public at large: Af elections are in 
general at preſent fo conducted, and ſucceſs obtain» 
ed by ſuch means, as become a ſource of ruin to the 


candidates, unleſs the ſucceſsful one betray his truft, - 


and of riot, diſorder, debauchery, and proſtitution of 
every ſort among the people; will any one preſume 


to ſay, that a regard to the glory of God, to the ho- 


nour of our holy religion, and the proſperity of the 


- ſtate, does not _—_ ſomething to be done to re- 


medy ſuch abuſes | 

Grant that rulers are bound, to employ the pow- 
er with which they are inveſted for the good of the 
Community at large, and not merely for the emolu- 
ment and aggrandizement of themſelves and con- 
nections; then ſhould the latter take place of the 


. 
” 


former in public meaſures,. have the ſubjects no juſt 
reaſon to complain? As the law is intended for the 


protection of innocence, and the punifhment of guik, 
ſhould its operation in certain caſes tend to ſcreen 


42 


the guilty, or unduly protract their puniſhment; 


and to haraſy the innocent, or throw unnecefiary de- 
lay in the way of their acquital; then it is evident 
that ſome things need Tefurm., The Reader can 


judge how far this,applics to the trial of Mr Haſtings, 
he innocent or guilty, to inſtance no other, If 


thoſe erimes are, either pardoned, or lightly puniſh- 


ed, which the great Lawgiver of the Univerſe, hath, 
by an irreverfible edict, adjudged worthy of death: 
while thoſe to which he hath aſſixed no capital pu- 
mihment, are however, puniſhed with death; does 
nor this ſay that ſomething is deficient in our judi- 
cial procedure, that our adminiſtration of juſ- 


nice is not always agreeable to the eternal, and ungl- 
tcrable rule of righteouſneſs, if we allow the law of 


God 
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God to be entitled to that character? When Add 5 

.tery, Child-murder and Duels paſs with impunity, an 

or a mulct; and theft is puniſhed with death, is not 20 

this actually the caſe? If the obtaining of juſtice in - 

certain circumſtances muſt coſt more than the value 

of the object in queſtion: or if wealth can fruſtrate 

the ends of juſtice with reſpec to the poorer ſort, 

by protracting her deciſion, or loading it with en- be 

pences which they are unable to bear; then ſurely do. 

this muſt be allowed to be a grievance that claims 201 

redreſs. If the ſanctuary of juſtice, which ſhould Wl v1 

be equally acceſſible to all, and difficult of acceſs to Wh cf 

none, is placed in a ſequeſtered grove, and ſurround. Wl in 

ed by a number of itrong walls, with iron gates and Wh tia! 

bars, which are perpetually guarded by ſo many har- did 

. pies whoſe voracious appetites mult be ſated before te. 

you can proceeꝗ farther; and if, after a tedious and abr 

expeniiye proſecution of your object, you have been | 

able to approach her ſhrine, and obtain her deciſive Wh* | 

reſponſe in your favour, you find, as ſome have re- me 

preſented it, yourſelf ſtripped to the ſhirt, if againſt 

vou, to the ſkin ; muſt not this execedinghy+dvter fron the 

aving recourſe thither for juſtice, or render it in the iſſue Wt": 

a. ſource of diſappointment and miſery? If no appeal if 

lies reſpecting the enormous demands of ſuch harpies, Wh up 

the guardians of juſtice and expounders of law, to com- ne. 

mon ſenſe and common equity; if there is no check upon Wire 

their rapacity, muſt not this make the evil ariſing from. | Wor 

her remote and fortified ſituation, the more grievous and Wn, 

intolerable? If the laws to which the people are ſubjected WIG: 

| be ſo multifarious and diverſified, as not to be compri- 

able even in their abriged ſtate in thirty quarto volumes; 

| and if many of theſe are ſo intricate and perplexed as to | 
l afford abundant ſcope for the chicanery of profeſſional 
men, while that maxim is adhered to—That ignorance 
of the law does not excuſe the tranſgreſſion of it, or a. 
bate the guilt of the tranſgreſſor, is there no robm for 

reform here no occaſion for it? It is a maxim of unerr- 

ing wiſdom that where there is no law, there is no trauſ- 

greſſſon, and a law not promulgated, or put within the 

each of the ſubjeQ, is to him the ſame as if it did 1 
ets bo 3» 5 exit; 
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exiſt; whence he ſhould not be amenable for the non-obſer- 
rance of it. If aman may be fined in L. 5 for catching a hare 
or partridge, as hath been lately the caſe on the game act 
in one of our courts of law, merely becauſe the pannel was 
found expoſing to ſale a hare which he caughtinalane quite 
ſpent by the chace of the hounds—fined tor preſuming to 
make free with what the God of nature intended ſhould 
be equally free and acceſſible to the poor as to the rich; 
does this abridge the rights of none? If a man dare not kill 
auy part of the game which his own property ſupports, 
while his neighbour, who claims the rank and privileges 
of a gentteman, may treſpaſs on his property at pleaſure 
in purſuit of his ſport; ſhall we not grant that this is par- 
tial, if not unjuſt? The Conſtituting Aſſembly of France 
did honour to their good ſenſe, talents, and love of juſ- 
tice, by ſimplifying and abridging proceſſes at law, and 
aboliſhing the excluſive right to game. 
If a ſct of men arc 1:itrudcd on the people, under 
a pretence that they are their ſpiritual guides, and 
mean to watch with care and affection for their ſouls, 
reſpecting whom they have reaſon to believe, that 
they ſeek not them but theirs, that they regard not 
the cure of ſouls, but the beneſice attached to it; and 
if their ghoſtly fathers exert every nerve to palm ſuch 
upon them, and wreathe the ſervile yoke about their 
neck, while their own judgment and choice, though | 
ſree Britons and profeſſed Chriſtians, are treated with 
lovereign contempt; let any one ſay, if they have 
not reaſon to complain, that this is lording it over 
God's heritage, and trampling the rights of his peo- 
ple under foot; and alſo to aſk refarm both in Church 
and State. IT | 
If a part of the Community, however reſpectable 
in point of number and wealth, and however pea- 
ceable and loyal their deportment may have been, 
and great their zeal and readineſs to contribute to 
the defence and ſupport of the ſtate, ſhould never- 
heleſs be puniſhed with a legal incapacity of ſerving. 
heir King and Country, in common with their fel-  , 
= ſubjecte, in offices they are found qualified to 
PP", merely becauſe they find tl. auſelves bound from 
. conſcience 


* 
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conſcience towards God, to diſſent from the mode of 
worſhip eſtabliſhed by human laws; have not ſuch 
_ reaſon to petition for redreſs in this particular? It ig 


ſcarce neceſſary to inform the Reader that the law of 


Patronage and the Teſt act, theſe engines of oppreſ- 
fon, partiality and perſecution, are alluded to above; 
and the leaders in France, with all their infidelity, 
have had the good ſenſe and noble generoſity, to free 
the ſubjeQls of this ſervile yoke, and break down this 
middle wall of partition. 
If thoſe in power can at pleaſure plunge the nati- 
on into a war deſtructive of the proſycrity of the ſtate, 
of the. means of ſubſiſtence to the poor, and of the 
lives of thouſands of our fellow ſubjects, and fellow 
men, who have had no hand in the quarrel—a war 
which at the fame time increaſes the public debt 
and public burgens, and, what is more ſerious ſtill, 
may briag much blood and wrath on the land; and 
all this without being reſponſible for ſuch meaſures to 
thoſe who ce chiefly affected by them; pray, is it 
not time to aſk ſuch reform as may happily tend to 
prevent theſe and the like fatal conſequenges in ſu- 
ture? If ſuch a war can be commenced without pre- 
vigully attempting, by every cligible mrad in our pou- 
Ex; to accommodate matters without having recourle 
2 ſwordz and if that war, when the oftenſible 
ject of it is anſwered, can be converted from a de- 
fenſive to an offenſive one, againſt the wiſhes, and 
contrary to the real intereſt of the people, who mull 
notwithſtanding bear the calamities to which it gives 
birth, and defray all its coſts; while the invaſion and 
ſeizure of another ſtate, juſt emerging from thrall, 
that might and ought to have been prevented, i 
tamely permitted; does not this plainly ſay, thit 
they have loſt their due weight in the political ſcal 
of their Country, and — 4 their burdens 10 
cxeafed at pleaſure, without regard to their proſpent 
of reſpe& to their inclinations? By the late partitions 
Poland, in which the Powers of Europe ſeem (0 
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xquieſce, 2 much more dangerous precedent is ſet 
than ever France exhibited. Hereby kings are taught 
to ſeize, upon the moſt. trivial pretence, the domi- 
nions of a weaker neighbour; and ſubjects to violate 
their allegiance to their lawful prince. If troops 
may be levied, and kept in pay, without acknowledg- 
ing Parliament, as we have been told is in fact 
the caſe with reſpect to the regiment of French emi- 
grants bow in our ſervice, does not this infringe on 
the {alutary, proviſions of the Conſtitution, and allo 
preſent a precedent that may prove very dangerous 
to the liberty of the fubject? 


equally 

under the protection of the law with their fellow ſub- 

jects, are 9229 Mi robbed of the liberty ſo eſſential 

to Britons and a free people, by being dragged from 

every thing dear to them in the world, and forced to 

expole their Ryes, without their conſent, in wars 

which perhaps prove ruinous to their native Coun- 
try;—are forced to ſerve their King, though ſettled 

in a quite diflerent line of life, juſt becauſe they had 
done it before; do not ſuch meaſures Juſtify com- 

plaint, and claim ſome redreſs? I here refer to the 
oppreſſive and uncoſtitutional practice of impreſſing 
ſeamen into the navy---a practice which is a groſs in- 
vaſion of human liberty. 

If our rulers can ſanction a trafic in the human 
race, againſt which the wrath of Heaven is revealed, 
a traffic which involves the violation of every prin- 
ciple of natural and precept of revealed religion, 
whence it is replete with diſgrace, guilt and horror, 
in contempt of the law of God, and the remonſtran- 
cs of the People, yea, in defiance of their own de- 
clared acknowledgement of its cruelty and injuſtice, 
and yet be no way amenable to the Public for ſuch 
conduct; does not this maniſeſt that tlie las oſ juſ- 
ice and humanity, waving thoſe of revealed cliꝑi- 
on, do not bear ſway among us; and conſequently 
chat there is great need of reform? The fate of the 
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Bill, intended to reſtrict us from ſupplying foreign 


markets with ſlaves, too palpably ſhews how much 
we have triffled both with God and man in this im. 
portant affair from firſt to laſt; and gives much ground 
to fear that the righteous Judge of all the earth wil 
take the deliverance of the people in queſtion, from 
the cruel ſcourge of this traſſic, more immediately 
into his own hand, when he will make Britain and 
their accomplices curſe the day ever they commen. 
ced it, and perſevered in it in ſpite of every mean 
| hitherto uſed to induce them to break it off. Should 
meaſures then be purſued both at home and abroad, 
which have brought miſery and ruin on ſtates more 
wealthy and potent than we, does not this juſtify our 
petitioning Government to change fuch meaſures, 
leſt Heaven ſhould be provoked to make us examples 
of ſimilar vengeance ? 

If, in order to continue a war deemed by many 
unneceſſary, if not unjuſt and iniquitous, at leaſt in 
the preſent ſtage of it, and now become exceeding|y 
unpopular, we are content, not only to employ our 
dn troops at vaſt expence, but alſo to take thoſe 
of ſome of the greateſt deſpots in the world into our 
pay, Abaddon the ancient prince of Pandemonium 
_ excepted, thus expending the revenue when the fin- 


ances of the Country are reduced, and our debt u- 


pidly increaſing; muſt not the candid ſay that ſuch 
policy needs to be reformed? That diſgrace to prin- 
ces, who has deſervedly acquired the odious epithet 
of the Butcher of mankind, has, for the meritorious 
deed of ſelling his ſubjects to the higheſt bidder, 
realized vaſt ſums of Britiſh gold; and the honour- 
able traffic is ſtill continued! We have been allo 
. told, that the heroine of the North, that diſgrace of 
her ſex, and of humanity, and ſcourge of the hu- 
man race, is to ſupport the preſent cruſade with a 
fleet; and 12co0 of her troops to be kept in Britiſh 
pay; tho' her hoſtile diſpoſitions and intentions 2. 

gainſt ourſelves have been no ſecret, and, gs, 
i vidence 
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ridence kong ſpare her, may yet return. But a He» 
rod and a Pilate were reconciled when the Saviour of 
men was. to be condemned and executed; and many 
will take the liberty to ſay that the preſent comb na- 
tion of princes is founded neither on a rational at- 
tachment, on principles of equity, nor of berevo- 
lence towards.the human kind; and, if ſo, cannot 
be hohourable or permanent. There is cauſe to fear, 
that God hath a great ſacrifice to make, when the 
nations are thus aſſembling, and indeed it is partly 
off.red up already. How lamentable to reflect that 
large tracts of earth ſhould be drenched with the 
blood, and fattened dy the fleſh of ſo many thou- 
- ſands of our fellow men, who; if we may believe an 
Apoſtle, fall a ſacrifice even to their own luſts, that 
war in their members! To hire troops from ſuch a 
worthleſs, mercenary being as the Prince of Heſſe is 
reputed to be, and that upon the degrading terms on 
which he lets them, is a meaſure which perhaps 1s 
exceeded np vf employing furious ſavages in re- 
claiming revolted ſubjeas by ſcalping them. Is this 
the policy of a humane, enlightened and ;enerous 
people? When a ſtate can proſecute ſuch political 
meaſures, is there not reaſon to fear all is not right? 
In a juſt cauſe, a nation relying on the aid of Hea- 
yen need not purchaſe the aid and alliance of the 
moſt worthleſs and deſpicable of mankind, at the ex- 
pence of ſuch ſacrifices: for it is nothing with God 
to ſave by many or by few. | | 
Rulers have a claim on the prayers of their ſub- 
jects, and their countenance and: ſupport, in every 
undertaking that is pious, virtuous or praiſe-worthy; 
and have juſt reaſon to complain if this be denied: 
but beyond this we cannot, we dare not bid them, 
God pee! I exhort (ſaith an apoſtle) that prayers be 
* made for kings, and all that are in authority; that tue 
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godlineſs and 
bineſly. This exhortation ſeems plainly to import, 
not only that we ourſelves ſhould dene 
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diſpoſitions, and mantain a pious and honeſt deport. 
ment, ſo approving ourſelyes worthy ſnbjeQs, in 
. which ſenſe it is uſually underſtood; but alſo thy 
rulers both ſupreme and ſubordinate be lovers 9 
peace and piety, and permit their fubjects to live 
without being at any time moleſted by unneceffar 
war; or reſtricted in the rights of contin by pe- 
nal ſtatutes, or teit acts; or in the enjoyment of their 
civil claims by partial or oppreſſive laws, or unjuſt 
proſecutions. | 
If contractors and retainers to power are permit- 
| ted to peculate the Public, and amaſs vaſt fortune 
| in a ſhort *time, without being under any pro 
| | check, or obliged, if found guilty by a ſtrict and le- 
| gal ſcrutiny into their conduct, to make reſtitution; 
ave not the People reafon to complain of the want WM 
of economy, if nor of common honeſty, in the n> WM 
nagement of their contributions to the neceſſary e f 
igencies of the ſtate? During the American war, 
in which the nation ſuſtained ſo great a loſs, what 4 
yaſt fortunes did many individuals acquire ! Thi 
partly accounts for the rapid increafe of our debt Will |. 
during that unauſpicious period; and indeed is ne- 
ceſſary to be taken into the account. In the Eaſt 
Indies alſo, it is too notorious that the ſame game 
hath been oſten played with impunity. There twen- 
ty millions of people have, by a charter, been con- 
ſigned over for a certain annuity to a few as their 
undubitable property. If report merits any credit, 
the number there deſtroyed (we muſt not ſay mur- 
dered) in conſequence of this equals the whole po- 
pulation of England. The ſame charter is again re- 
newed for the ae term of twenty years, in con- 
deration of L. q oo, ooo per annum. Ihe profecution 
of a Haſtings and others hath brought much ſerious 
matter to light, but does not ſeem to have fully 
c6ůuhecked fuch 8 The Public have been 
told that a Mr Holand a contractor, hath defrauded 
them during the late war of L. 200, oo0 for upp hie 
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the army with bullocks, which however he never de- 
livered; and yet we have heard of no proſecution on 
that account. Should laws be like cob-webs that 
carch the ſmall flies, and ſuffer the great to break 
through? What are the crimes for which many ex- 
pire on a gibbet compared to this? Indeed the pro- 


ſecution of ſuch criminals, inſtead of reimburſing 


the nation or the ſufferers, and anſwering the ends 
of juſtice, ſerves only to amerce us the more, as in 
the tedious and expenſive trial of the culprit referred 
to above; while all evaporates at length in air. Have 


the People nothing to dread from theſe things? Do 
they not augment a load more ſerious than our na- 
tional debt—treaſure up wrath againſt the day of 

f the righteous judgment of 


wrath, and revelation o 
God? Have they no intereſt then in wiſhing a re- 
form that may happily tend to remedy theſe cvils in 
future ? 

If large penſions are allowed to individuals, alrea- 


dy poſſeſſed of independent fortunes, who have never 


perhaps done an effential fervice to their Country, at 
leaſt none to merit ſuch a largeſs, at the very mo- 
ment that Country is on the eve of bankruptcy, (for 
inſolvent we doubtleſs are) can this be viewed with 
indifference by thoſe who bear and feel the burden? 
The Duke of Richmond has been often referred to as 
bearing an honourable rank in the honourable liſt of 
penſioners. This nobleman levies L.20,0co per an- 
num of coal-duty in London alone, to which the 
pooreſt houſe-keeper muſt contribute his ſhare. Do 
we juſtly reprobate the degraded iituation of our fel- 
low men, under. ſuch deſpotic governments as au- 
thoriſe their being bought ind ſold like cattle, in 
common with the ſoil on which they live? Do we 


deteſt that exerciſe of arbitrary power which conſigns 


them over in hundreds, or in thouſands as a penſion 


to a paraſite, or favourite Court minion? And yet 


does not ſomething not very diſſimilar take place e- 


ven in free ſtates, with this difference indeed, that 
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under the former governments the favourite is left to 
collect the beniſon allowed him at his own expence 
and trouble: whereas in theſe, government dogs it for 
him? The priacely penfioner inſtanced above, is 
quartered upon 6666 of his fellow ſubjects, allowing 
each to contribute annually to the revenue, at an 2. 
verage, I. 3 ſterling. And do not ſome receive four 
or five falaries, each of which is ſufficient to reward 
the merit of ary ſervant of the Crown, at leaſt fo far 
as the proſperity of the Publie is concerned? Qught 
. theſe things to be ſo? How might that ſum, proper- 
ly diſtributed, refreſh the bowels of the fatherleſs 
and orphan, who are to be met with every where! 
Whatever ſome ſervile hirelings, or expectants of 
ſee or penſion for themſelves or friends, may tell us 
about the great being involved in the ſame circum- 
ſtances that affect the poor; and hence in no dan 
of taking part in. the meaſures that produce them; 
tho' we in part allow the premiſſes, we cannot ad- 
mit the conclufion: tor it is not founded in fact, and 
verified by experience. Does not war impoverith a 
country, and yet it enriches individuals, who hence 
acquire an intereſt in promoting meafures that are 
_ hurtful to the poor, who are leaf able to bear them? 
Will.any ſay, that in proportion as the number of 
penſioners, and the amount of their penſions in- 
creaſe, the circumſtances of the lower claſſes of ſo- 
ciety mult be bettered; when all theſe penſions come 
out of the public purſe, to. which the, pooreſt in the 
land, who confumes the leaſt article of taxable com- 
. modities, contributes his ſhare? Is it not well known, 
that in Countries where the loweſt clafſes of man- 
kind are in the moſt indigent and abjca ſituation, 
there you will find ſome individuals in the moſt af- 
fluent, and princely circumſtances; which ſeems to 
ſay, that they riſe in proportion as the former are 
depreſſed: for they in fact enrich themſelves by op- 
preſſing, or as the ſcriptures expreſs it, grinding the 
faces of the poor, and breaking them in pieces. In- 
deed, viewing things in a proper light, the * 
| 20 
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and intereſt of the whole Community, conſtitutes 
the honour and. intereſt of the leading men in it; 
but how ſeldom do theſe conſider the matter in this 
point of view? As things are 1 conducted, 
too many in the higher ranks of life, ſeem to act as 
if they thought their own intereſt and that of the 
people quite diſtinct; and, like the ſcales of a ba- 
lance, that as the one preponderates, the other muſt 
loſe of its weight. 

If thoſe who are perpetually paſſing the moſt flat- 
tering encomiums on the Conftitution of their Coun- 
try, are found, nevertheleſs, to have ſo far invaded 
or eluded the wiſe and eſſential proviſions of that 
Conſtitution, and changed in certain caſes the mode 
of adminiſtering its laws, as to have in a manner 
metamorphoſed it; is it not time for the ſubjects to 
demand the recovery and full exerciſe of theſe provi- 
ſions? If thoſe who are inceſſantly bawling againſt 
innovation, are found to be the greateſt and moſt 
dangerous innovators, —to have fo innovated on the 
Conſtitution of their Country, as to have left it very 
little of its original excellence, or, at leaſt, to have 
greatly tarniſhed it; do they not furniſh ground to 
ſuſpect that their laviſh eulogiums are merely intend- 
ed to furniſh a ſubterfuge under which to ſcreen 
their own meaſures, or a veil to blind the eyes of the 
unwary? By their works, and not by their words, 
re ſhall know them; for this is the only proper way 
to teſtify their attachment to the Conſtitution and 
happineſs of their Country. The watermen may 
row one way, While they look another; but this will 
not do with thoſe who manage the veſſel of the ſtate: 
for if the oſtenſible reaſons of their meaſures, and 
the real ones appe ir in the event to be quite diſtinct, 
or oppoſite, they cannot long retain the confidence 
of the paſſengers, nor ſecure the cargo and ſſel 
from Favor, Should we, inſtead of diſcovering 


the ſpirit, and copying the example of our celebra- 
ted anceſtors, to whole patriotic exertions we are in- 
debted, under Heaven, for the very privileges of 

which 
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which we boaſt, take a retrogade motion, and bri 

matters almoſt to the ſtate in which they found them, 
and from which they ſo nobly reſtored them at the 
price of their beſt blood, inſtead of grafting improve. 
ments on what they have done to our hand; do we 
approve ourſelves worthy of the character and im. 
munities of Britons? We beſt teſtify our regard to 
the memory of our worthy progenitors, and our e- 
ſteem of their patriotic deeds, by following their 
laudable example; not furely by laviſhing praiſe up- 
on them and their conduct, while our own takes 3 


very different courſe. To ſhew the ſpirit of our an- 


ceſtors, and the good effects of a ſtrict obſeryance of 
the wiſe and excellent proviſions of the Conſtitution, 
as contraſted with modern men and meaſures, we 
need only obſerve, that when the right of ſuffrage 
ſtood on the broadeſt bafis, and the exerciſe of it re- 
curred more than once a year, there were not above 
tuo or three falſe returns or diſputed elections, in 
the courſe of above tuo centuries, as appears from au- 
thentic records preſeryed in the 'Tower: whereas in 
a a ſingle Parliament of the preſent reign, the trials 
n conteſted elections fill five large volumes. 

If the ſubjects of a free State are reſtricted, by 
the dread of exorbitant fines, or tedious confinement, 
from offering their thoughts with freedom and can- 
dour on ſuch topics as appear to them intereſting to 
- their Country and to mankind in general, while their 
deportment is peaceable and loyal, does not this give 
reaſon to ſuſpect, that the meaſures of thoſe in pow- 
er cannot bear the light, at leaſt that they fear fo; 
and reaſon to complain that the deareſt rights of a 

rational being, as a member of civil ſociety, are at- 
_ tempted to be-wreſted from them,—namely, that of 
forming ſome judgment of the nature and tendency 
of ſuch meaſures as involve the happineſs of millions 
of our fellow men, as well as our own, and expteſ- 
ſing this on proper occaſions, with a decent but 
manly freedom? In purſuance of this plan howe- 
ver, thould any attempt to publiſh an impartial Newt 
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r, from its firſt appearance, he or they are mark- 
ed out as the object of political vengeance; and the 
moſt illiberal and unworthy meaſures are vigorouſly 
proſecuted. to ſuppreſs the ſame; which have had 
their effect in more inflances than one. The exer- 
ciſe of the above valuable right is, perhaps, the 
ſtrongeſt ſecurity a people can have for the conti- 
nued poſſe ſſion of their natural and civil rights and 
privileges; and the beſt check to theſe encroach- 
ments, to which the operation of power is too apt 
to verge: whence every attempt to wreſt it from 
them, is in effect an attack upon their liberty, or, 
what amounts to the ſame thing, their chief ſecurity 

; of enjoying it. If this common right is abuſed, (and 
what right may not?) to the purpoſes of ſedition or 
licentiouſneſs, the laws, which in thefe caſes pro- 
vide 2 remedy, are open, independent of the arbi- 
trary deciſions of intereſted men, and the officious 
zeal of hired ſpies and informers. When. it is, and 
muſt be granted, that things are brought to ſuch a 
paſs as to need reform, is it not hard to make the 1 
very mention of this a crime, and to ſerew and tor- | 


ture words and phraſes, uttered in honeft ſimplicity, 
or raſhly ſpoken in a moment of heat and irritation, 
in order to affix guilt, where perhaps thanks is ra- | 
ther due? Need one ſcruple to ſay, that by the 
perpetration of theſe, or much worſe crimes, if that 
charaQter belongs to them, the preſent reigning Fa- 
mily aſcended the throne, and Britain obtained her- 
boaſted Conſtitution: but ſome have remarked, per- 
haps with too much truth, that thoſe in power are 
avcrle to every change in public meaſures, and loud 
in condemning them, however neceffary and benefi- 
cial to the Public, but thofe to which they owe that 
power; or, in other words, reprobate every change 
or revolution in government, but that which brought 
tiemſelves, or anceſtors to the throne. Hence, 
what is deemed a virtue in our forefathers, in their 
poſterity is reputed a crime. The wan who diſco- 
| vers, 
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vers, and lays open the latent cauſes of a dangerany 
diſeaſe, while it admits of a remedy, merits well of 
the patient, and recommends his ſkill in his profef. 
fhon. Remove the cauſe, and the effect will of 
courſe ceaſe; reform the abuſes that too palpably 
exiſt, and complaints will no more be heard: but 
without this, exertions of power to ſuppreſs them, 
tho' they may produce a temporary ſuſpenſion, and 
a ſceming acquieſcence in public meaſures, are but 
like ſkinning over a dangerous wound, while the 


matter is permitted to feſter at bottom, and muſt 


break forth in future with greater violence, when 
the application even of the remedy becomes both ha- 
zardous ard precarious. On this important point, 
the Reader is referred to Mr Erſkine's excellent Ad- 


. dreſs to the Friends to the Liberty of the Preſs, at 


their ſecond meeting, which he will find ſubjoined: 
—a Gentleman who doubtleſs merits -well of his 
Country, and of mankind, for his noble exertions, 


in concert with his worthy, Patriotic Friends, in the 
honourable cauſe of human freedom. 


If monopolies of various kinds are allowed to er- 


1 iſt, to the 3 detriment oſ trade and commerce, 


and the reſtriction of the liberty of a free people, 


with a view to aggrandize a few individuals, and in- 


creaſe the influence of the executive power; can this 
be juſtified on principles of common equity, or 
ſound policy ? if among the ſubjects of a free ſtate 
ſome claim an excluſive right to theſe, or make the 


- acquiſition of that right ſo expenſive as to exclude, 


perhaps, the moſt ingenious,” and deſerving of en- 
couragement z does not this injure the intereſt of the 
Community at large, by preventing all the ſalutary 
effects of a laudable competition; or greatly abridge 
the liberty of individuals, whence bod han ground 


to complain? This excluſive right too, like ever 


*». 


other partial ſyſtem, may enrich and aggrand1z? 4 


few, but it is at the expence of Society in general. 


If felf-eleted magiſtrates and council-men * 


C1" 1 


the power of nominating their ſucceſſors 1a office, of 
deliberating and deciding on the concerns of their fellow 
citizens, and expending at diſcretion thele revenues to 
which they in common contribute, without being amen- 
able for ſuch conduct; is this agreeable to the rules of 
common juſtice and equity, and calculated to promote 
that mutual eſteem and confidence which thould ever ſub- 
fit betwixt a people and their rulers, as the ſureſt bond 
and pledge of ſocial order? And yet, is it not well 
known, what a buſtle this has occaſioned, and what vio- 
lent ſtruggles ha ve been made to retain this uſurped, ar- 
 britary, and impolitic. power? 

If, acting upon ſimilar principles, tho? more extenſive- 
ly pernicious in their operation, the higher powers can 
enter into expenſive treaties, which ſeem not to conſult 
the true honour or intereſt of this Country, whik: they 
evidently promote the views and aggrandizement of o- 
ther powers; is not this a grievance which merits inqui- 
ry and redreſs? We have been lately informed, that in 
the months of March and April laſt, the following trea- 
ties have been made, which yet were not laid before Par- 
lament till the laſt week of its fitting; when, the print- 
ing of them for the inſpection of members was refuſed. 
A treaty with the King of Sardinia binding us to pay 
him L.200,000 a year, to enable him to keep up an ar- 
my, to frotet? his own dominions; and alſo binding us to 
keep a fleet in the . to be employed only 
as that Court, in conce with ours, may agree. Be- 
lides a treaty with Ruſſia, obliging us to continue the 
war, as long as the Empreſs, whoſe turn of mind is well 
known, may think proper to give it her aid and ſanction! 
Aud one with that venerable character, the Prince of 
Heſſe Caſſel, in the uſual ſtyle, namely, that he ſhall 
receive a certain ſtipulated ſubſidy, for ſo long a period, 
om Britain, for his troops now in our pay, or that may, 
during the war, be taken into our ſervice ; beſides a fix- 
ed price for every one who may deſert, die, or be killed 
in action? If ſuch treaties can be formed, while the 
probable conſequences are blood-ſhed, carnage, miſery . 
and diſgrace, without the proſpeQ of reaping, any one 
valuable advantage to ourſelves; is it not time, in the 
name 
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name of Heaven, that ſuch diſorders ſhould be rectißed, t 
ſuch abuſes prevented F? Admitting the truth of the a. u 
bove treaties. as repreſented, thoſe that can practiſe, and 4 
ſuch as tamely ſubmit, without a ſingle remonſtrance, to he 
ſuch uſage, are much on a level; and yet a Majority of 
140 in Parliament have given their ſuffrage to the proſeen. 0 
tion of theſe meaſures, tho? at the imminent riſſe, in ad. K 
dition to the above evils, of bringing the vengeance of Wl * 


America and other neutral powers on our head; the : 
continuance of them, till France is forced, by the arms t 
| of the Combined Powers, to ſubmit implicitly to our l 
5 and their terms! Any one of common penetration vil l 
ſee, that this is not ſo practicable as we fondly imagine, - 
- tho? our ſinances could ſupport the continnance of the . 
war. We thought and boaited to have it in our power F 
to give America what terms of peace we pleaſed, but . 
had the mortification, after expending much blood and i 
a treaſure, 
1 Tho many ircumſlances concur to ſhew how futile, or rather a 
hurtful continental conneQions have proved to Britain; and how 
little confidence is due to the faith of Courts and Cabinets, when lo 
their owrr intereſt ſeems to interfere. Says the Editor of a neuſ. tc 
paper, « The oſtenſible reaſons for dividing Poland were the hap- if 
« pineſs and comfort of the people. What was the real motive! a 


«- Increafe of power. They have juſt a» good cauſe ty divide Bri- t 
* tain, for here they would fiad ſome wealth; «nd there is no great 
Want of charity in ſaying, that — they would if they a 
„ had the means. But they are o friends! Was dat P 
«" Pruſſia the ally of Poland?” c 
- Reſpecting the confidence due to the faith of Courts, the Editor d 
of another paper obſerves, © The treatment of Staniſlaus affords at t 
all events a clue to the principles which actuate the concert of s 
«princes. They wage an inſuriate and extermingting war for the 
„death of a king whoſe conduct was at leaſt dubious, and they 


- « treat at the ſame time with every indignity a Sovereign in whoſe 0 
= popular conduct even the furious ariſtocracy of Mr Burk could lj 
1 *«+find nothing to diſapprove.” May we not add, that che treat- 0 

ment of that Gentleman, de la Fayete, gives no amiable diſcovery q 
of the juſtice and humanity of one of the princes chiefly referred to N 
above; but Heaven at this day unhappily permits kings to wound 
the regal charzQer with their own hands, by leaving ſome of them 5 
do perpetrate deeds which diſgrace humanity, and will make thei! © 
name and memory unſavoury while ſun and moon endure, and, if P 


they obtain not grace timely to repent, themſelves uuſpeakabi 
mie wretched thro' eternity than they can now make the mok 
_ wretched object of their unjuſt reſentment. | 
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reaſure, to be obliged to ſubmit without reſerve to their 


terms! Hence the property of that caution, which a 
monarch once gave, not him that girdeth on his harneſs. 


boaſt as be that putteth it off.  O tempora! O mores! 


Have not the people reaſon to complain, where Epiſ- 
copal government is eftabliſhed in the Church, of the 
many unhappy conſequences that reſult from the rigor- 
ous exaCtion of tithes? Does not this preclude their edi- 
fcation by the ſervices of religion, and tend to demean 
the Clergy in their eyes? Hath not the huſbandman ſpe- 
cial 5 complain, when he muſt pay at the rate of 
L.15 per cent. common intereſt included, for any ſums he 
may lay out on the improvement of his lands; becauſe a- 
nother claims a tenth-part of- the produce of his labour, 
induſtry and expence, while he contributes not one far- 
thing to that improvement? Muſt not this too retard 
improvements in Agriculture, and be productive of op- 
prefſive meaſures? How abſurd is it, to refer to the 
Moſaic inſtitution as inveſting the Clergy with a right 
to the tithesT The tribe of Levi made one of twelve of 


the whole children of Iſrael, and in the diviſion of the 


land of Canaan came not in for their dividend; God in- 
tending their ſubſiſtence ſhould be more immediately de- 
nved from the people, to increaſe their mutual confidence 
and regard, and furniſn ſcope to the exerciſe of their pie - 
ty and benevolence; whence the tithes came to be aſſigu- 
ed them for their portion, But under the Chriſtian diſ- 
penſation, one faithful Teacher of the Goſpel may dif. 
charge the duties of his ſacred function to ſeveral hun- 
reds of his fellow men; whence, ſhould he receive a 
tenth part of the produce of their labours, this would be 
wore in proportion than tho” the ancient Prieſtbood had 
claimed the one-half of the produce of the whole land 
of Iſrael, But the” it had been otherwiſe, no argu- 
ment can be drawn) from that abrogated ſyſtem in favour 
of the modern claims of Prelatical churchmen. With e- 
qual propriety might we plead God's ancient grant of 
the land of promiſe to the Jews, as a reaſon for our re- 
wing and recommencing the frantic expeditions called 
cralades, in order to recover that land from its preſent 
poliefſors, To pretend a * right now to tithes, whe 
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be ridiculous; and for human laws to alienate an unjuf 
| jon, or indeed any proportion at all, of the fruits 
cf a man's labour and induſtry, for the purpoſe of ſup. 
porting one to teach him, while his own conſent is not 
aſked, and he is denied a voice in the choice of him, i 
equally abſurd. Have not thoſe then ſome ground of 
reflexion, who-are obliged to contribute a large revenue 
to ſupport a certain claſs of men in pomp and affnence, 
no way befitting the nature and ends of their function; 
many of whom neither exemplify the ſpirit of their of 
| fice, nor diſcharge its duties, and all of whom are palm. 
ed upon them without having their conſent ſo much az 
. ſolicited? | 85 
Connected with the above are the poor rates, the right 
of diſtributing which is appended to the Church. If ſub- 
jects are aſſeſſed with theſe, to the rate perhaps of L. 6 
per annum, for each pauper on the roll, as we are aſſured 
is in fact the caſe in South Britain, while much leſs than 
a fourth part of this ſum, with their own induſtry, might 
ſuffice; mult not this be felt a grievance, and furniſh ſuch 
a coptous fund for corruption and peculation as demands 
correction? N 

Are the laws reſpecting Debtor and Creditor juſt and 
equitable in their nature, and no way oppreſſive in their 
operation? Some of the molt reſpectable members of both 
Houſes of Parliament ſeem to be of a quite different min), 
as appears from the ſentiments they have publicly deliver- 
ed on the ſubject. The editor of a paper, who is ſeldom 
diſpoſed to plead the cauſe of reform, remarks on his 
point; The . r K the Debtor and Creditor Bill, 
« 1s a new proof, that there may be men ſo bigotted to 
the mere technical habits of a profeſſion as, while they 
« are obliged to admit the exiſtence of a grievance, vil 
« do nothing to remove that grievance themſelves, rt 
e ſuffer any other perſon to remove it. 

If the extenſion of the Exciſe laws prove an engine 
of oppreſſion to the commercial part of the nation; a dead 
weight on the wheels of commerce; a ſnare to the con. 
ſcience of many ; and a mean of laying many arbitrary 
reſtrictions on the liberty of individuals, without nece!- 


ſity, or ultimately benefiting the revenue; have not wy 
| | Who 


n 


who find themſelves hereby agrieved, ſome reaſon to 
complain? Every unconſtitutional exerciſe of pow- 
er becomes e 7 in its precedent, and arbt- 
trary and opprefhive in its operation. The number 
of individyals employed in the Exciſe alone, if form- 
ed into an army, might ſuffice to defend their coun- 
try; all of. whom are not poflefled of habits to exer- 
ciſe their commiſhon with moderation. The keep- 
ing up a large ſtanding army in times of peace, when 
a militia might anſwer the fame purpoſe; and the call- 
ing in the military to quell every little tumult, to 
the great prejudice and imminent danger of the 
peaceable and unoffending inhabitants, does not diſ- 
cover great economy, nor give much reaſon to ad- 
mire the wiſdom and humanity of our police; tho? 
the liberty of the ſubje were not hereby endanger- 
ed. Ihe oſtentatious vanity of keeping poſſeſſion of 
an uſcleſs rock , which has coſt Britain ten thouſand 
times more than it is worth, in proud defiance of a 
kingdom to which nature hath aſſigned it, and that 
would richly reward us for ſurrenderiug it, falls un- 
der the ſame defcription. 2 

That all that hath been advanced is not mere hy- 
potheſis, the intelligent Reader will be able to judge, 
tho the caſes referred to have not in every inſtance 
been ſpecified. If all the foregoing particulars, and 
others that might be — are Funded in fact, 
s it ſurpriſing the ſtuiniſb multitude, to uſe the court- 
ly phraſe of the metamorphoſed champion of ariſto- 
cy, ſhould grunt? and would it, not be hard to 
punith this too natural expreſhon with fines or im- 
piſonments? But ſhould their loyal and peaceable 
petitions, ſpecifying their grievances, and cravin 
redreſs, be treated with indifference, if not wit 
contempt, by thoſe very perſons who are ſacredly 
bound, by the radical principles of the Conſtitution 
df their Country, and the nature of the truſt repoſed 
n them, to liſten to theſe petitions, and grant the 
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prayer of them, if found juſt and conſtitutional; wit 
not this farther manifeſt the expedience of reform, 
and aftord an additional ard powerful plea to the 
friends of that meafare,- wherewith-to juſtify their 
paſt conduct in the cauſe, and urge the neceſſity of 

_ - their farther perſeverance? But after all, allowing 
the preceding graunds of complaint to be ever { 
juſt, r. do not, even taken together, amount to i 
ſolid reaſon for attempting any radical change in our 
Conſtitution, as they flow not from its defects but 
erverſion: for Britons have ſtill much to boaſt of, 

if they are only careful to rranfmit it, by a wiſe and 
tmely reform, ummpaired to poſterity. If the re- 
peating of ſuch grounds of complaint, and they ar 
but merely repeated, give offence to any, let them 
re ſſct, that it is the enemies of reform who oblige 
its friends to do ſo in their own defence, and for the 
vindication of the cauſe in which they are embarked 
from the foul afperſions thrown upon it, and thok 
that would ſupport it, by ignorant or deſigning men. 
It being evident, that various abuſcg of a ſeriviy 
nature exiſt in and under our adminiſtration, which 
demand reform, and juſtify application for it; it 16 
mains we ſhould examine ſome of the objeCtions 
gainſt it. "That a Chriſtian may ſo far concern 

_ himſelf with public affairs, as to ſolicite in his place 
the exiſting powers, that preſide over the Commun 
ty of which be is a member, in connexion with 
greater or ſmaller number of his fellow ſubjects, i 
rectify what- may appear imiſs, and ſupply what ma 

be wanting, under their adminiſtration, to furtht 
the happineſs of the whole; is a propoſition ſo jul 
and ſelf-evident, that it is ſurpriſing any ſhould c 
the truth and equity of it in queſtion. If the thin 
_., complained of are offenſive to God, and huniwi 
- ſociety, without which there is no reafon to con 
plain; then a Chriſtian may, nay ought, in! 
ſphere, to teſtify againſt them, as opportunities off 
and to exert himſelf, by every lawful mean in! 
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power, to have theſe things effectually done away, 
that they bring not ruin to the ſtate in their train. 
To inſtance no other of the many moral evils that 
flow from our departure from the Conſtitution, the 
ſtatutes of the Houſe of Commons, already referred 
to, allow, that much corruption and perjury have 
taken place among us, to reſtrain which was their 


oltenſible object; and if we may credit the holy 


Scriptures, theſe prevailing, ſooner or later bring the 
wrath of Heaven on a people; and eventprofane hif- 
tory ſhews how deſtructive they have proved to once 
powerful ſtates avd empires. Is it then unbecoming 
the Chriſtian character to deprecate theſe evils; to 
remonſtrate againſt them; and to uſe every juſtifiable 
mean to prevent the fatal confequences? Chriſtia- 
nity was never intended to extinguiſh the love of 
one's country, and repreſs patriotic exertions for its 
good: but to produce the very oppoſite effects; and 
how to reconcile a concern for the glory of God, 
and the proſperity of the ſtate, with total ſilence or 


, indifference in caſes where theſe are affected, I am 


utterly at a loſs to know. Such as recommend a 
neutral ſpirit here, or perhaps to lend all our weight 
to the ſcale of public corruption, and exemplify the 
lame in their own conduct, may approve their loyal- 
ty to the ruling Powers, according to the views ſome 
entertain of loyalty; but I venture to ſay, they here- 
by evince their dilloyalty to God, and their diſaffec- 
tion to their fellow ſubjects. The prudent man 
foreſeeth the evil, and not only hideth himſelf, but 
warneth his neighbours. There are ſigns of the 
times which all but infidels may perceive, and the 
attempt to point out theſe is both laudable and bene- 
volent. Saith our Lord, He that is not for me, is 
againſt me; and he that gathereth not with me, ſcat- 
tereth abroad. It is no very honous able character, 
however general and highly applauded among men, 
to be a dumb dog that cannot bark, when danger 
may be foreſeen on eyery hand. Much better incur 
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reproach, and even danger, by performing a faith. Wl it 
ful and benevolent, tho' unwelcome ſervice to our * 
fellow creatures, than ſhare their ſmiles and bounty 90 
at the expence of an oppoſite conduct. 
Is But theſe a rlens, jondly condemn- all to 
—* , terference in Elk be meaſores, tho Wh »: 
-———  circurtabced as above, de net let. their on mode. Wh 
ation be known to all men, ac an apoſtle exhort; Wl ie 
for they evidently take a fide, and that is in fact, in bi 
ſupporting theſe very evils by which God is inſulted to 

| and provoked, and their Country injured, and expo- pl 
ſed to the frowns of Heaven; while their zeal on to 
that fide leads them to blame, \reproach, and perhaps tc 
perſecute, thoſe who ſee it not their duty to copy t 
ſuch an example. If a ſtate was wholly Chriſtian, r 
which their principle and conduct in effect deny 0 
ours to be, where would you find any to concern t 
themſelves with public affairs, on the ſuppoſition 6 
that this accords not with the Chriſtian character? t 
But ſuch counteract their own principle in the com- c 
mon concerns of life: for they deem others bound to v 
them by promiſes and obligations, and exact their 
lawful debts as well as other men. Government, in 
its very nature, implies. certain conditions-equally 
binding on rulers and ſubjects, and certain ſtipula- 
tions, expreſſed or underſtood, to the ſtrict obſer- 
vance of which beth parties become in effect bound, 
As every government, however modified, fhould 
conſult, and as far as the ſtate of things will admit, 
ſecure the happineſs of the people, for whoſe good it 
is primarily intended; when it deviates from this 
great object, they have as good right to complain, 
and to aſk redreſs or reform, as a man has to crave 
his lawful debt, or a maſter to demand the ſti ulated 
labours from his ſervant; for tho' rulers are the maſ- 
ters of their ſubjects, conſidered individually, ſo fat 
as civil order and due ſubordinatiom require this, bs 
they 88 and ought to know that they are, the 
vants of the Community at large, and acquire a 
K n ins _ * their 
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their authority from it. The legal exerciſe of that 
authority too, reſults from its being employed for their 


good, and edification, and not for their oppreſſion 
or deſtruction: for meang and inſtruments are always 


to be uſell in ſubſer rien eg m propoſed, ant” © * 
dre no farther valuable aſs + ſerve to promote it. 2 c 
When God requires — 0 — pr be ſub: 


2 to the Powers that be, ns being ordained of 
imſelf, it is evident he did not mean to fubject them 

to the arbitrary will or caprice of tyrants and op- 
pteſſors: for lawful authority ceaſes when it comes 

to be ſo abuſed, which he deſcribes u being a terror 

to evil doers, and a” praiſe und an encouragement to 
thoſe that do well. Should thoſe in power prove the 
reverſe of this, and countera&t the very end of the 
ordination of Magiſtracy, will any one ſcruple to ſay 
that they forfeir has ſubjection, to which they would 
etherwife pofleſs a lawful claim? * Was it refiftance 

to the ordinance of God, when Daniel would not 
ceaſe to pray to him in obedience to the Royal edict, 
which was ratified by the higheſt authority iu the 4 
empire? Were the three | Here worthies patty... - 
of this, when they choſe rather ts be caſt into a fevy - 
furnace, than to fall down in homage to the e 
which-the tyrant had ſet up? If paſſixe hn 
be a duty in ſubjects, and every a Aerfol, 
how oe ver exerciſed ; then doubtleſs they were guil- 
ty in refuſing that obe Mee: but God hintelf de- 
termined this point by the defiverance whirh he 
wrought for them. he required the nations te be 
Kdient to that tyrant, which ſome would „ as 
oving the moſt arbitrary and deſpotic ez :xcife 
authority, it was not by any exprets precept or 
declaration promulgated to them for that purpoſe , 
but by putting them in his power, whence reſiſtance 
became imprudent aud ineffectual, but would not 
de culpable ſo ſoon as Providence put it iu their pow- 
er: for then ſubjection ceaſed to be tr duty, and re- 


iſtance a fin, No power on Asch a right to be 
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obeyed any farther than their mandates comport with 
the unalterable law of Heaven; whenee the claim to 


paſſive obedience, and non-reſiſtance to tyranny and 


oppreſſion, is a mere phantom of human pride, che- 
riſhed by culpable ignorance. The plain matter of 


act is, the Judge of all the earth may put a ſinſul 


people in the power of a tyrant, who is his ſcourge 
to chaſtife them, while — 2 means na 
approves the exerciſe of his authority, or forbids 
them to zid themſclves of this evil ſo ſoon as they 


| Have the rational proſpect of being able to do it with- 


out incurring a greater +. | 7 
When our Lord commands us to render to Ceſar 


- the things that are Cefar's, and to God the things 


that are God's; his command evidently implies, that 
Chriſtians are not to take the matter upon truſt or 
human authority—that they are to examine for them- 
ſelves what theſe things are, that they may not con- 


found them, when they come to interfere, and 


where the line is to be drawn between them. As 
the things of Ceſar include the meaſures of human 

licy, and all the claims of thoſe in authority, our 
Fits injunction. muſt be underſtood as requiring 
of his people ſome knowledge of theſe—that they 
ſhould examine their nature and tendency, to learn 
how far they are juſt and lawful; that is, how far 
they agree to, or vary from the unerring dictates of 


| his word: for without ſuch inquiry, they may blind- 


ly render to Ceſar the things that are God's, as thoſe 
who hearken to man rather than to him, and plead 


the right of rulers to implicit” or paſſive obedience, 
- plainly do. From the meaus of acquiring ſuch know- 


ledge, 


' + The Devil himſelf-rules by Divine permiſſion over wickel 


men for their puniſhment; and no deſpot that ever exiſted could 
chim an empire ſo ancient and extenſive : but does that permiſſion 
- give him a juſt title to their obedience? Kings, and all in lawful 


authority, have à divine right to govern well; but a divine right to 
govern ill, is an abſurdity; and to aſſert it, is blaſphemy. The) 


may as unqueſtionably forfeittheir right to allegiance, as 3 
| Dis right to protection. P . 


( 


ledge, however, and the right of making a proper 
uſe of it, ſome would entirely exclude the moſt uſe- 
ful and neceffary part of the Community—the la- 
bourcr and mechanic; telling us that their fole buſi- 
neſs is application to their reſpective callings, im- 
plicit obedience to their 4upeviors, and contentment 
with, and thankfulneſs for whatever portion of liber- 
ty their rulers are pleafed in their wiſdom to allow 
them. According to them, a flock of ſheep have as 
good a right to inquire into the conduct of their 
ſhepherd; and are fully as well qualified to conduct 
ſuch an inquiry, as fubjetts to inveſtigate the mea- 
ſures of their governors, or paſs any judgment upon 
them. Theſe people that know not the law, are ac- 
curſed, was the cry of ariſtocracy of old; and too 
many ſeem diſpoſed to adopt it ſtill. To deny a na- 
tion's right of judging and acting accordingly for it- 
ſelf, would be to make the Revolutioniſts in 1688 
guilty of rebellion both againſt God and their King; 
and, of courſe, the preſent reigning Family no bet- 
ter than uſurpers: for their right to the Throne, 
reſts entirely on the right of the People to refuſe o- 
bedience to authority unconſtitutionally exerciſed, ot 
which they muſt be allowed ſo far to judge; and to 
transfer that authority, when its exerciſe becomes a 
bar to the ſecure poſſeſſion of their legal, or conſti- 
tutional rights. A blind zeal which they dignify 
with the name of loyalty, leads fome to adopt a 
principle, which in its native conſtructien lays the 
ax to the root of our Conſtitution, and abfolves 
the ſubjects from their allegiance to their - Jawful 
Prince—a dangerous principle indeed! for Burke's 
ſalvo, who ſaw, yet wiſhed to evade this neceflary 
conſequence, is th filly and ridiculous to deſerve a 
{:715us reply; namely, that tho* the nation poſſeſſed 
ſuch a power or right at the Revolution, yet, by ex- 
ercifing it then, they ſor ever denuded themſelves and 
polterity of it. Let ſuch as can, believe this abſurdity. 
lt a nation poſſeſſes ap inherent right to make ma- 
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junctions, reſpecting ſubmiſſion to the higher powers, 
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terial alterations in their government, and to change 
their rulers, when they graſp at more power than the 
law authoriſes, or is conſiſtent with the ſafety an 
profperiry of the- ſtate, the exerciſe of which right 
we ſce ſo much celcbrated in our Anceſtors: why 
ſhould any tex their fellow ſubjects for merely pet. 
tioning the Legiſlature, in ſuch a mode as the Con. 
ſtitution recogniſes and” allows, to reform the abuſcs' 
that have gradually crept into the Adminiſtration, 
wither have ariſen to their preſent threatening may. 
nitude: : 
Many ſeem widely to miſtake ſome apoſtolic in- 


as if the rules by which a few Chriſtian converts 
were bound to demean themſelves in a great empire, 
were obligatory on a whole ſtate, in matters that re- 
gard their political exiſtence and external proſperi- 09) 
ty. When a whole nation reſts fatisfied with the 
form of its government, tho' both arbitrary and op- 
|: praſy've, and have no idea of a better, its laws are Wl" 
nding in all caſes where they do not interfere with lt 
the laws of Heaven, as well as the laws of the beſt 0 
conſtituted government; and it would be rebellion 1 
in individuals, however enlightened, to oppoſe their . 
adminiſtration, or refuſe ſubjection; tho? they may, F 
and ought to propoſe their ſentiments with freedom. c 
But when the People in general come to ſee the de- 
fects or exceſſes of their government, and code of f 
laws; and hence earneſtly intreat the concurrence of | 
their rulers to redreſs the one, and improve the 0- | 
ther ; oppoſition to this, tho' even by thefe rulers, 
becomes not only bad policy, but rebellion againſt 
the agtional will; which, when properly expreſſed, 
conſtitutes the law and ſupreme authority, where it 
does not thwgrt the revealed will of Heaven. This 
right, however, inherent in the great maſs of the 
people, is to be exerciſed, with the utmoſt caution, 
and only upon occaſions of the greateſt emergency. 
As to civil government, Chriſtianity only —_— 
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ty the laws of nature, and enforces the duties we pre- 
viouſly owed ip virtue of the Conſtitution of Society 


1 itfelf, by new and additional motives; but does by 
by no means invett human governors with any ſuper- 
© W:dicd powers. In this view, the kingdom of Chritt, 
„ad the kingdoms of the world are quite diſtinct, 
aa ſhould not on any confideration be blended, tho! 


they too often are by human policy; which renders 
them an heterogenial maſs, coufiſtiug of diſcordant 
materials, ike the image which the king of Babylon 
{aw in viſion—pattly gold and partly clay; but the 
latter prevails, ſo as to tarniſh and adulterate the for- 
mer. "Theſe obſervations will not be deemed foreiyn 
to our purpoſe, when the arguments of opponents 
xe adverted to. It is time to proceed to ſome other 
objections againſt reform in preſent circumſtances. 
That reform is at preſent unſeaſonable, ſome ar- 
eve from the late revolution in a neighbouring king- 
dom, and the commotions and diſtractions which 
[till exiſt there, and partly in other ſtates. Say they, 
Shall we attempt to repair our houſe in 4 hurricane? 


weigh with ſome who have the intereſt of their 
Country at heart. Without doubt, however, ſome 
wail themſclves of it, who manifeſt that to them re- 
ſerm is at all times equally unſcaſonable. Even theſe 
grant the houſe needs repair, and fo far we agree. 
But though we would not chuſe a hurricane-to repair 
a fabric in, no more than they; yet if the hurricane 
has overtaken us, and the fabric be in danger by it, 
2 it not both prudent and neceſſaxy to do every thing 
in our power to prop and ſupport it, left we ſhould 
be buried in its ruins, or reduced to the neceffity of 
building one anew? But ſome will perhaps aſk, Who 


or what hath brought on this hurricane and by what 


means, and for what ends is it continued? Whatever 
may be the proper anſwer to this, and wherever the 
blame may in whole or in part lie, it is ſurely wiſe 
aud ſaſe to uſe the molt eligible means to prevent, 

| WI! 
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This objection, tho' more ſpecious than ſolid, may | 


odr humanity? Such quacks arc thoſe in politics, who 


Will nat be content with moderate reform; and once 
begin, it is hard to ſy where things will end. J 
this we might ſhortly reply, Let them be tried, and 


; Py 
| . ) ts 
with reſpect to ourſelves, the ſerious effects of that 
ſtorm which blows in the political horizan, and hath 
already produced ſuch conſcquences. The old pro. 
verb applies here, when your neighbour's houſe i; on fire, Wl © | 
it is time to take care of your own. Inſtead therefor Wi ©" 
of urging the preſent ſituation of a neighbouring a.. 
tion as a-reaſon againſt immediate reform, we ſhou il "! 
learn a teflon from it, to avoid with caution what. of 
| ever tended to bring them into a convulſed ſtate, n. 
Similar cauſes naturally produce eorreſponding ef. Wl © 
Feds; and it is both eaſier and more ſafe to prevent Ml ** 
evil than remove it. That certain glaring abuſcs-ex. WM '* 
iſt in the ſtate, is undeniable; and thoſe who would Ml © 
_ perpetuate them, or forbear to redreſs them in pre- 
ſent circumſtances, diſcover neither wiſdom, nor Ml ! 
their knowledge of human affairs. The ſooner theſe Wl '2 
diſappear, the better. What would we think of that n 
phyſician who ſhould addreſs his patient; Why, I per- Wl 
. ceive that your conſtitution is greatly impaired—that Wi < 
the powers of animal life are ſv debilitated and deran- f 
ged, as not to be able to perform their functions; 2nd WM 
I alfo ſee what would operate a gradual and efeQual f 
cure: but I muſt delay making the proper application, Wl 7 
till ſome future wy 5 which may happen to prov: Wl 
more'opportune? Would we admire either his wiſdom Wl © 


plead that we are not yet ripe for reform, or that 
this is not the proper ſeaſon; ſhould charity permit 
us to aſcribe it to their ignorance. X 

But ſome object, that it is dangerous to grant 
what the people ſolicit, however juſt; becauſe they 
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if they diſcover ſuch a diſpoſition, check it in time. 
But it is not fact, that they are always ſo unreaſon- 

able in their demands, and ſo hard to ſatisfy, pro- 
Vvided they are. diſcreetly uſed. People ſeldom, if 
ever run, to ſuch extremes, till matters are puſhed 
18 a 2 © ! too 
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wo far, and their reaſonable requiſitions be ſo long 
neglefted, that their patience is exhauſted. The A- 
mericans would be ſatisfied with much lefs than they 
at laſt obtained, as appeared from their petitions and 
temonſtrances, if we had poſſeſſed the wiſdom time- 
to reſpect their complaints, and by meeting their 
wiſhes, conciliate their affection. The ſame holds 
ef France, for had not their rulers both in Church 
and State, ſo long oppoſed and deſpiſed the too juſt 
complaints of the people, till matters were brought 
to ſuch a criſis, that nothing but a miracle could pre- 
rent a revolution; that kingdom had not of late un- 
dergone ſuch changes, and been unhappily ſubjected 
to fich calamitics. All this their rulers might have 
foreſeen, and, humanely ſpeaking, prevented: for 
to their obſtinate conduct the exceſſes all along com- 
mitted are to be in a great meaſure traced; tho' Di- 
rine providence will doubtleſs employ them to ac- 
compliſh its own purpoſes. The beginning of ſtrife, 
fays the wiſe man, is like the breaking in of water, 
which may at firſt be eaſily checked, but left to it- 
ſelf a little, and it becomes irreſiſtible. With equal 
propricty may a man refuſe to pay his lawful debt, 
ſt his creditor, not content with that, ſhould inſiſt 
on more; as refuſe to the wiſhes and petitions of 
the people what is juſt and reaſonable, from a pre- 
tence that this will not ſatisfy them. Such a ſurmiſe 
offers them-the higheſt indignity, and is calculated to 
produce the very effects it is intended to prevent. 
dome of the meekeſt creatures become very fierce 
and dangerous when inſulted and rouſed. The po- 
pie, in their collective capacity, are like a huge aui- 
mal that will lead, if treated gently ; but ſhould you 
attempt to drive it violently, it will turn ſhort upon 
you, perhaps trample you under foot. 

The advice of the old counſellors, who had ſtood 
before Solomon, to his ſon and ſucceſſor Rehoboam, 
diſcovers a knowledge of human nature, ſeldom to 
be found with courtiers; and had that prince duly 
N | attended 
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attended to it, the kingdom of the ten tribes would 
not have been torn from him, and many ſubſequent 
_ calamities might have been prevented. © How do 
« ye adviſe (ſays he) that I may anſwer this people! 
* And they ſpake unto him, ſaying, If thou wilt he 
&« a ſervant unto this people this day, and wilt ſerye 
« them, and anſwer them, and ſpeak good words 
« to them, then they will be thy ſervants ſor ever. 
1 Kings 12. 6, 7. Such an anſwer would have 
quite ſatisfied the people, and ſent them home re- 
Joicing. They do not exhort him to inſiſt upon his 
royal prerogative, and threaten them with an armed 
force, and the ring-leaders among them with heayy 
fines, and long impriſonment. What they adviſed 
him to, however, if complied wich, ſo far from de- 
grading the monarch in their eyes, would have great- 
ly dignified him, and ſecured his kingdom entire, 
« But (it is added) he forſook the council of the old 
„ men, which they had given him, and conſulted 
« with the young men that were grown up with 
« him, and who ſtood before him.” Here com- 
menced his. misfortune. His young counſellors and 
courtiers, inſtead of adviſing to lentive meaſures,— 
to promiſe an aleviation of their burdens, a reduc- 
tion of their taxes, prompted him to reply to their 
humble but firm petition and remonſtrance, in the 
high-flying ſtrains of regal authority; but let the re- 
ſult ſay, if in all this they conſulted the honour of 
his perſon, and the ſtability of his throne, putting the 
peace and proſperity of his people out of the que- 
ſtion. They thought to avenge him on the popu- 
| lace, for their ſuppoſed inſolence, in preſuming to 
complain of grievances, and petition for redreſs, and 
at once cruſh their ſpirits by the mere dint of autho- 
| rity: but, weak man, the vengeance retorted on 
him, and his flattering minions, one of whom he 
had the mortification to ſee ſtoned in his preſence, 
while he durſt not attempt his reſcue. Such was the 
fate of Adoram, 2b was over the tribute, or his fi- 
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hancier, in the diſcharge of which truſt he had pro- 
bably, like his brethren in oſſice, oppreſſed the peo- 
ple, and ſo made himſelf obnoxious to their reſent- 
ment. Theſe things are. written for the admonition 
of princes and ſtateſmen; for human nature, amidſt 
the various modifications it may aſſume, is at bottom 
in every age aud country the ſame. Be theſe coun- 
ſellors, old or young in years or office, who adviſe their 
prince to treat the people roughly, and uſe coercive 
meaſures, when they preſume to complain, and ſoli- 
cit a redreſs of grievances, even tho' they ſhould fail 
in that decorum and humble obeiſance, to which the 
preat are accuſtomed, we muſt pronounce them 
young in experience and underſtanding. By means 
of ſuch young counſellors, Britain, like Judah, had 
America torn from her; and by means of ſuch coun- 
ſels we are now involved in a war which will bring 
us both diſgrace and loſs. But Heaven in both caſes 
means to chaſtiſe us for our fins: for great is the 
herce anger of the Lord which theſe have kindled a- 
7 This very reaſon is aſſigned by the ſacred 
ſtorian for the important revolt or revolution refer- 
red to above : Wherefore the king hearkened net unto 
the people, for the cauſe was from the Lord, that he 
might perform his ſaying which the Lord ſpake by Ahi- 
Jab his prophet. 

But fome would encounter the applications of the 
People for reform in the State, by the old ſarcaſm, 
Phyjician, heal thyſelf—reform yourſelves ' as individ 
vals, before you preſume to apply for reform in 
Parliament, be the defects and — of Parliamen- 
tary delegation, & c. what they will. It is to be wiſhed, 

N 2 they 


For the above, and ſome other equally valid objections againſt 
feform, the Reader may conſult ſome late publications on that fide 
of the queſtion, and particularly a periodical one entitled the 
Dundee Repoſitory. The Editor, in the proſpectus of the work, 
diickims all party connections, and promiſes ever to approve him- 
ſelf the ſtrenuous advocate of the ſacred Rights of Man; but how 
lar le has adhered to this patriotic declaration, the candid and — 

part 


10 — Public willdoubtlefs wiſh to know ſomething ol bis poi tial 
„ ſentiments: He can only ſay that he diſclaims all party-conne 
tions, and that while he will ever approve himſelf the ſtreb ud 
d advocate of the ſacred Rights of Man, he will never propagit 


1] 


did not ſome retainers to that caufe deal in retailing 


in a ridiculous light, tho' theſe may have been a 


are too flagrant to admit a denial, and go too deep 
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they themſelves would bear in mind on this head the 
old adage, Example is more efficacious than precept. l 
muſt, no doubt, be allowed, that every one who fo 
licits public reform in ſuch things as require it, and 
indeed every member of fociety, thould reform what. 
ever may be amifs in his own conduct, and, ſo fa 
as his influence can go, promote reformation in the 
circle of his friends and acquaintance: but is there 
no reaſon to ſufpe that the anti-reformers have ng 
juſt cauſe to ſay to their brethren in this -reſped, 
Stand by, for we are more righteous than you? If re- 


port deſerves any credit, fuch is the influence of thei 


antireſorming principles, that at a meeting of one of 
their clubs, every ſentence in their Sent ro diſcul. 
ſions was embelliſned by the inſertion of the heroic 


"phraſe, —G—d dn me, and that even in the pre- 


ſence of a venerable Clergyman; whence a Gentle 
man, hearing of this circumſtance, humorouſly re. 


marked, That their fociety might take to itſelf the fn- 
| * deſignation of. 


The G—d D—n me Club, 
at report, true or falfe, would ſind no place here, 


every little anecdote, whether fabricated or not, that 
tends to place the wiſhed for reform and its friends 


ready ſo much hacknied as to become now quite 


' ſtale. 


If the head 1. maſter of a family is bound to ſet 


the example of ſelf-retormation before his children 


and domeſtics, the better to ſecure regularity of con. 
duct on their part; then ſurely the immoral lives c 
too many of the ſubjects, perhaps even of thoſe win 
apply for the reform of public abuſes---(abuſes that 


not 


ial may judge. His words are, © At a petiod like the preſe 


« opinions inimical to tl e peace and happineſs of ſociety.” 
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not to be dreaded and lamented,) fo far from juſtify- 
ing oppoſition in any to ſuch reform, that very con- 
fderation more forcibly inculcates the neceſſity of 
granting the prayer of ſuch petitions, as rulers would 
not be acceſſory to the corruption and conſequent 
ruin of their ſubjects. What would we think of a 
Parent, Maſter, or Magiſtrate, who ſhould anſwer 
his children, ſervants, or ſubjeats, who reſpectſully 
requeſted that he would reform ſome things by which 
their happineſs and juſt claims were materially af- 
ſeed; My Children, Servants, or Subjects, I can- 
not deny the equity of your requeſt, and that you 
have tov juſt ground to make it; but ye too need re- 
form in [os things, and till you have accompliſhed 
this, preſume not to apply to me for any ſuch pur- 
poſe, for your requeſts thall be worfe than in vain, 
tho' your ruin ſhould inevitably follow? What good 
can be expected from Royal edicts for the Eucou- 
ragement of Piety and Virtue, and Preventing and Pu- 
niſbing Vice, Profancneſs, and Immorality; if vice and 
impicty in their various forms are found to exiſt in 
the higher departments, and 1inſiuuate themſelves 
into the politics of our Country, whence their in- 
fluence ſpreads like ſo many contaminated ſtreams 
from an infected fountain? The order of nature, 
and the claims of morality and religion on the mat- 
fer ſay; Let rulers of all deſcriptions ſet the example 
of reforming every exiſting abuſe within their particu- 
lar ſphere andjinfluence, would they promote reforma- 
tion of manners among their ſubjeQs and infcriors, 
and as they muſt anſwer it to the King of kings for 
neglecting to exert the authority with which they 
are inveſted for that important purpoſe. 

Tho” we cordially join with the oppoſers of re- 
form, in lamenting that depravation of manners 
which too univerſally prevails; yet can we nor join 
with them in urging this as a valid objection againſt 
the reform in queſtion, fully perſuaded the want of 
this hath had a fatal influence on the ſpread of that 
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very depravation thro' the nation. Such indeed the 


prevalence of pernicious principles and vicious prac. 


tices among all ranks and deſcriptions in the (tate, 


that the lamentation of the prophet may with too 


much propriety be adopted reſpecting the land in 


general: Ah finful nation, a perple laden with iniqui. 


ty, a feed of evil deere, children that are corrupter; : 


they have forfaken the Lord, they have provoked the hy, 


y One of Tfrael unto anger, they are gone away beck. 
ward. Why ſhould ye be firicken any more? ye will re. 
volt more und more: the wwhote head is fich, and the 
whole heart faint. From the fole of the foot even unt. 


' the head, there is no foundneſs in it ; but wounds and 


bruiſes, and putrifying foren t. Dare we ſay that the 


reaſon which God gave, at an after period, to an- 
other prophet, to juſtify the awful procedure of his 
providence toward that devoted people, does not ap- 


ply to Britain and her dependencies, he himſclf be- 


forſaken the earth, and the Lord feeth not t. If this 


ing Judge? The iniquity of the houſe of Hrael and Ju- 
dah is exceeding great, and the land is full of blood, and 
the city full of perverſenefs : for they ſay, The Lord hath 


heavy charge is really applicable to our nation, with 
all our diſtinguiſhing advantages; and I ſuppoſe few, 
in the leaſt acquainted with our public character, 
will have the temerity to deny it, may hot the Judge 
of the whole earth transfer to us the doom ſubjoined 


to that charge? And as for me aiſo, mine eye ſhall mit 


Hare, neither will 1 have pity; but I will recompence 


their avay upon their head. If the far greater part of 
the individuals that conſtitute the civil Community 


need reform, how abſurd is it to ſay that the whole 


4 


aggregate of the people needs none, and that it is too 


' ſoon to aſk reformation at the head and ſpring of ge- 


vernment, till each of the ſubjects reform himſelf! 
Such ihfinuations can ſcarce be ſappofed to be the 


genuine language of virtue, and the reſult of true 


| jotiſm. 
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patriotiſm. No individual, or number of individ- 
uals can reform all their fellow ſubjects; but tho“ 
they could, rheir right to petition for reform in the 
late reſts on no ſuch baſis, and none would employ 
ſuch arguments to diffuade them from it, that have 
a proper view of the matter, but, I had almoſt ſaid, 
the ſervile tools of a party. The children of wiſdom 
and virtue are conſiſtent, nor will attempt to ſet the 
order of nature and the rule of moral conduct at va- 
riance : for muſt not every attempt to purify the 
ſtreams prove futile and unavailing, as well as pre- 
polterous, while the fountain is ſuffered to remain cor- 
corrupt, and ſtill pour forth on every ſide its infected 
waters? What is morally evil cannot be politically juſt 
and good : nor can the political evils complained of, all 
of which imply the breach of the Divine law, that 
immutable rate of moral retitude, be morally good, 
and beneficial to ſocietyin their conſequences. Hence, 
ſuch as plead for their continuance, or that theſe 
roots of bitterneſs, by which fo many are defiled, 
as well as enriched, ſhonld be fpared, are in effect 
the advocates of vice, and the patrons ef immorali- 
ty, tho they ſhould not mean fo. Therefore when 
they ſpeak fair, and aſſume the ſemblance of a virtu- 
ons concern, implicitly believe them not; for there 
is fome reaſon to ſuſpect that other objects than the 
love of their Country, and of virtue and religion in- 
ipire their zeal, and ſtimulate their exertions in ſuch 
a cauſe. | | 
While they tell us much of the corruption of hu- 
man nature, and the impoſſibility of framing any 
lorm of government, or adopting any regulations in 
that which is already formed, where it will not one 
way or other find ſcope, as a reaſon why no reforns 
ſhould be attempted, do they not furniſh fome pre- 
text for ſuch ſuſpicion; as they can ſcarce be thotght . 
ignorand that if this argument proves any thing, it 
proves too much, and Hence is not for their purpoſe: 
for it equally militates againſt every inſtitution both 
kt: | | „ 
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human and divine, whoſe object is to check the ebu- 
litions of that corruption, and regulate human con- 
duct? The plain reſult is-as you cannot extripate the 
corrupt paſſions, and propenſities of mankind by any 
reform you can eſfectuate, reſtraints on theſe are in 
vain, and attempts to diminith the number of the 
temptations that call them forth to action, to no pur- 
poſe. Upon this principle, we may at once com- 
mence French atheiſts, diſcard our Clergy, ſhut our 
Churches, and convert the Sabbath, as too many 
have already done, into a day of buſineſs or amuſe. 
ment. But how come the gentlemen in queſlion to 
dwell ſo much on the corruption of human nature in 
this inſtance, when, it is well known, the doctrine 
of original depravity forms no article of a modern 
gentleman's creed; while the innate purity, recti 
tude and dignity of our nature are fo. much cried 
up on other occaſions 4 what pitiful ſhifts do ſome 
parry off the cogent reaſons that enforce the neceſ- 
ſity of reform in preſent circumſtances! But theſe 
will be found-ineffeCtual as the charge of pop-guns: for 
truth and juſtice are powerful and will prevail. 

If there 1s any reality in the grounds of com- 
plaint ſpecified, or any weight in the reaſoning em- 
ployed, the candid Reader will allow that we need 
the reformation in queſtion ;---that the beſt Chriſtians, 
and the moſt loyal ſubjects may conſiſtently ſue for 
it by every legal and conſtitutional mean in their 
power; that the preſent is the beſt time to grant it, 
would we prevent a convulſion in the ſtate, and pro- 
fit by the fate of others; -- and that the corruption 
of morals which, alas! appears too flagrant every 
where, ſo far from invalidating the plea on the fide 
of the people, or juſtifying a continued rejection of 
it in their rulers, does but more powerfully enforce 
the neceſſity of ſpeedy reform in the matters in queſ- 
tion, This will farther appear from ſome following 
pieces, which this was intended to introduce. 


PRO. 


vas conferred» upon 


( +898. 5 
PR OCEEDINGS 
| or THE | . 
Friends to the Liberty of the Preſs. 
SECOND MEETING. © 


Crown and Anchor Tavern, January 19, 1793. 


Honourable THOMAS ERSKINE, M. P. in the 


CHAIR, a 


MA. ERSKINE mid, that though he did not care 


for calumny and miſrepreſentation, as far as it af- 
fected himfelf perſonally, which he took it for grant- 
ed was the caſe with every Gentleman preſent; yet, 
as far as it affected the great object for which 8 
were aſſembled, it was of the greateſt importance to 
the Public: that he ſhould, therefore, to render miſ- 
repreſentation utterly impoſſible, read what he had 
to ſay from a paper, which he had written, He 
then read as follows: | 

The peculiar excellence of the Engliſh Conſtitu- 
tion, on which indeed the value of every Govern- 
ment may be ſummed up, is, that it creates an e- 
qual rule of action for the whole Nation, and an im- 
partial adminiſtration of juttice under it. 

© From theſe maſter principles reſults that happy, 
unſuſpeCting, and unſuſpected freedom, which for 
ages has diſtinguiſhed Society in England, and which 
has united Engliſhmen. in an enthuſiaſm for their 
Country, and a reverence for their Laws. 

To maintain this fearleſs tranquillity of human 
lite, ehe prime bleſſing of Social Union, the power 
of accuſation was not given to uninjured individuals, 
much leſs to voluntary, undefined, unauthoriſed Aſſo- 


ciations of Men, acting without reſponſibility, and 


open to regular and 1 motives of action; but 
1e Supreme Executive Magi- 
a ſtrate, 
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grate, as more likely to look down upon the Maſs of 
the Community with an unimpaſſioned eye; and e- 
ven that wiſely placed truſt, guarded and bridled by 
the perſonal reſponſibility of thoſe Officers by which 
the Cron js obliged to exerciſe its authority, and in 
the higher order of crimes, (which on principle 
ſhould extend to all) guarded once again by the oflice 
of the Grand Jury, interpoſed as a ſhield between 
the People and the very Laws enacted by themſelves, 

% 'Theſe admirable proviſions appear to be found. 


ed int a. deep acquaintance with the principles of So- 


ciety, and to be attended with the moſt important 
benefits to the Public; becauſe, tempered again, and 
finally with the Trial by the Country, they enable 


the Engliſh Conſtitution to ratify the exiſtence of a 
ftrong, hereditary, executive Government, conſiſtent- 


ly with the ſecurity of popular freedom. 
“% By this arrangement of the Royal Prerogative 


of Accuſation, ſo reſtrained and mitigated in its 


courſe, the Crown becomes an object of wholeſome, 
but not dangerous jealouſy; which, while it prevents 
it from overſtepping its Conſtitutional limits, en- 
dears the People to one another, from a ſenſe of the 
neceſſity of union amongft themſelves, for the pre- 
ſervation af their privileges againſt a power danger- 
ous to remove, but equally dangerous to exiſt, un- 
obterved and unbalanced. 

« Under this ſyitem, making atlowance for the 
vices and errors inſeparable from humanity, State 
accufations, in modern times, though ſometimes er- 
roneous, have not often been raſh or malevolent, and 
the Criminal under the weight of the firm hand of 
Juſtice, has been ſupported- by the indulgent frater- 


nal Tribunal of his Country. | 


4 

© But under the circumſtances which aſſemble us 
together, all theſe proviſions appear to be endanger- 
ed 6 


cc A ſudden alarm has been ſpread through the 
Kingdom by the Miniſters of the Cyown, of immi- 
< LE * 0 nent 
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nent danger to the Conſtitution, and to all Order: 
and Government. The Nation has been repreſen- 
ted to be fermenting into Sedition ard Inſurrec- 
tion, through the dangerous Aſſociations and Writ- 
ings of diſaffected and ahented ſubjects; and under 
the preſſure of this perilous conjuncture the Parliament 
has been ſuddenly aſſembled, and the Militia embo- 
died. 

The exiſtence or extent of theſe evils ſince 
they have becn ſanctioned, though not aſcertain- 
ed by the authority of Parliament when aflem- 
bled, we have not upon the preſent occaſion aſſem- 
bled to debate. But we may, without Sedition, 
congratulate our Fellow- ſubjects, that our Miniſters 
had the vigilance to detect thoſe numerous and bloody 
Infurreftions, which otherwiſe might have /ecreted 
themſelves and paſſed unknown and undiſcovered; and 
that without che puniſhment of a ſingle individual, 
for any Overt Act of Treaſon, the People have re- 
corered all that tranquillity and reſpect for the Laws 
which they appeared to us to have equally poſſeſſed 
at the time when the alarm burft forth. 

„That large claſſes of the Community ſhould ne. 
rertheleſs give faith to the aſſertions and acts of a 
r/ponſeble Government, is neither to be wondered at 
nor diſapproved, When the Engliſh Conſtitution 1s 
authoritatively repreſented to be in danger, we re- 
joice in the enthuſiaſm of Engiiſhmen to ſupport it. 
When that danger is further repreſented to have been 
cauſed or increaſed by the circulation of treaſonable 
and ſeditious Writings, we acknowledge that it is 
the duty of every-good Citizen in his proper ſphere, 
and by proper Means to diſcountenance them, and 
nothing is further from the intention of this Meeting 
than to hold up to public diſapprobation ſuch indi- 
duals, as from honeſt motives, have joined Aſſoci- 
ons, even though they may in their zeal have ſhot 
beyond that line of © exertion which we (miſtakenly, 
perhaps, but conſcientiouſly} conceive to be the ſafe 
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Emitation of aſſiſtance to Executive Government by Pri. 
vate Men. 

« We aſſemble neither to reprehend, nor to dictate to 
others, but from a principle of public duty to enter our 
ſolemn proteſt againſt the propriety or juſtice of thoſe * 
Aſſociations, which by the contagion of example are ta 
ſpreading faſt over England, ſupported by the Subſcrip. ce 
tions of opulent men, for the avowed object of fuppreſing ri 
nnd proſecuting Writings : more eſpecially when accompa, * 


med with rewards to Informers; and above all, when, n 
theſe rewards are extended (of which there are inſtances), 55 
to queſtion and to puniſh opinions delivered even in the 
private intercourſes of domeſtic life; unmixed with any th 
act or manifeſted intention againſt the authority of the 
Laws. | fr 


Me refrained at our former Meeting from pronoun. ot 
<ing theſe proceedings, to be illegal and puniſhable, be- ¶ ge 
cauſe we mult receive the rule from our Statutes and Pre. w! 

cedents of Law, which are filent on the ſubject; but WM yi 
we conſider them to be doubtful in law, and unconſtitu- WF ti; 
tional in principle from the whole Theory, and all the a- ba 
nalogies of Engliſh Juſtice. th 
In the firſt places we object to them as wholly un- pe 
neceſſary; and we give this objection precedence, becauſe th; 
there ought to be a viſible neceſſity or expediency to vin- ill 0 
dicate every innovation in the mode of adminiſtering the 
Laws. Suppoſing then, the conjuncture to be what it u G. 
by authority repreſented, the Crown is poſſeſſed of the for 
moſt ample powers for the adminiſtration of ſpeedy and w} 
3 univerſal Juſtice. _ . . of 
If the ordinary Sittings of the Courts are found at | 
any time to be inſufficient for the accompliſhment of their ¶ co 
juriſdictions, or if even a ſalutary terror is to be inſpires Wl vl. 
for the general ſecurity, the King may appoint Special WM ne 
Commiliibns for the Trial of Offenders. cor 


% If the Revenue devoted to the ordinary purpoſes WM bee 
of Criminal Juſtice ſhould be found inſufficient for a WF nec 
unuſual Expenditure, Parliament is ever at hand to ſup- WW nn) 
ply the means; and no Parliament can be ſuppoſed to e. to 
fuſe, or the People be ſuſpected to murmur at fo necet- 0 

| ; tho 


« If 


fary an expence. f | N 5 
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If information alſo became neceſſary for the diſco- 
very and conviction of offenders, the Crown may at any 
time, by its authority, ſet even Informers in motion. 

« But under 'all this awful proceſs, Public Freedom 
would {til} be ſecured, while the Public Safety was main- 
tained, The Crown ſtill acting by its Officers, would 
continue to be reſponſible for the exerciſe of its autho- 
rity; and the Community ſtill bound together by a com- 
mon intereſt, and cemented by the undiſturbed affeRions 
and confidences of private life, would be ſound and pure 
for the adminiſtration of juſtice. 

« This we maintain and publiſh to be the Genius of 
the Britiſh Conſtitution, as it regards the Criminal Law. 

« But when without any State neceſſity, or requiſition 
from the Crown, or Parliament of the Kingdom, badies 
of men voluntarily intrude themſelves into a ſort of part- 
nerſhip of authority with the Executive Power; and 
when, from the univerſal and admitted 'iatereſt of the 
whole Nation, in the object or pretexts of ſuch Aſſocia- 
tions, the People (if they continue to ſpread as they 
have done) way be ſaid to be in a manner repreſented by 
them, where is the accuſed to find juſtice amongſt his 
Peers, when arraigned by ſuch combinations? Where is 
the boaſted 'Trial by the Country, if the Country is thus - 
to become Informer and Accuſer? | 
Where is the cautious diſtruſt of accuſation, if the 
Grand Jury may themſelves (or ſome of them) have in- 
formed againſt the object of it, brought in the very Bill 
which they are to find, and ſubſcribed for the proſecution 
of 1t? | 
Where in the end is the mild, complacent, relentin 
countenance of the Jury for Trial-—that laſt conſolation 
which the humanity of England never denied, even to 
men taken in arms againſt her Laws, if the Pannel is to 
come reeking from the Veſtry-rooms, where they have 
deen liſtening to harangues concerning the abſolute 
neceſſity of extinguiſhing the very crimes and the crimi- 
mls, which they are to decide upon in judgement, and 
to condemn by their verdicts? ö 

gut if theſe proceedings muſt thus evidently taint 
the adminiſtration of Juſtice, even in the Superior Courts, 

0 where 


"7 


( 158 ) 


where the Judges, from their independence, their 
ſuperior learning, and their further removal ſrom 
common life, may. be argued to be likely to aſſiſt Jy. 
Ties in the due diſcharge. of their office what muſt 
be the condition of the Courts of Quarter Seſſions 
whoſe Juriſdictions over theſe offences are co-ordinate 
here the Judges are the very Gentlemen why 
lead thoſe Aſſociations in every county and city in 
the kingdom, and where the jurors are either tenants 
and dependents, or their neighbours in the country, 
juſtly looking up to them with confidence and aſſec- 
tion, as their friends and protectors in the direction 
of their affairs? Is this a trial by an Engliſh Cour 
and frye It would be infinitely more manly, and 

leſs injurious to the accuſed, to condemn him 1 

once without a hearing, than to mock him with the MI 

empty forms of the Britiſh Conſtitution, when the 

fſubſtance and effect of it are deſtroyed. 

By theſe obſervations we mean no diſreſpect to Wl 
the Magiſtracies of our Country. But the beſt men 
may inadvertently place > wc OM in ſituations abſo- 
Jutely incompatible with their duties. Our natures 
are Human, and we err when we conſider them as 


Divine. | e 
„ Theſe incongruities ariſing ſtom this rage of 

popular accuſation, or even of declared popular ſup- | 
port to accufations proceeding from the Crown, arc 
not our original obſervations. We are led to them 

by the analogies and inſtitutions of the law itſelf. 

On this principle, Criminals impeached, not 
by the People heated with a ſenſe of individual dan- 
ger, and perſonally mixing themſelves with the charge 
and the evidence, but; impeached by the Houſe ef 
Commons repreſenting them, are tried, from the ne- 
cellity of the caſe, by the Lords, and not by the 
Country. This anomaly of Juſtice aroſe from the 
 "* *homanity and wiſdom of our anceſtors. Thief 
| ' when the complaint proceeded not 

From the Crown, whoſe acts the people are a 


tome 
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tame to watch with jealouſy, but from the popular 
branch of the Government, which they lean towards 
with favour, it was more ſubſtantial juftice to the 
meaneſt man in England, to ſend him for trial before 
the Lords, though connected with him by no com- 
mon intereſt; but, on the contrary, divided by a ſe- 
parate one, than to truſt him to a Jury of his Equals, 
when the people from which it muſt be taken was 
even in 7heory connected with the proſecution, though 
totally unacquainted, in fact, with its cauſe, or with 
its object. 
« We appeal with confidence to the reaſon of the 
Public, whether theſe principles do not apply, by 
the cloſcit analogy to the proceedings which we al- 
ſemble to diſapprove. For as criminal juriſdictions |. 
are local, the offence muſt be tried in the county, 
and frequently in the very town where it is charged 
to be committed; and thus the accuſed muſt not only 
ſtand before a Court infected by a general prejudice, 
but in a manner diſqualified by a pointed and particular 

paſſion and intereſt.” nnn | 
« We have further to remark, that theſe objec- 
tions to popular aſſociations or the proſecution of 
crimes, apply with double force when directed a- 
gainſt the Preſs, than againſt any other objects of 
criminal juſtice which can be deſeribed or imagined. 
« Aſſociations to proſecute offences 20 the 
Game Laws, or frauds againſt tradeſmen (which we 
ſelect as familiar inſtances) though we do not vindi- 
cate them, nevertheleſs diſtinctly deſcribe their ob- 
jects, and in ſuppreſſing illegal conduct, have no im- 
mediate tendency to deter from the exerciſe of rights 
which are legal, and in which the Public have a deep 

and important intereſt. | 
No unqualified perſon can ſhoot or ſell a hare, 
or a partridge, as long as a monopoly in-game is ſufg 
tered to continue, without knowing. that he trangreſſes 
the Law; and there can be no differcnee of judg- 
ment upon the My extent; or) conſequence A 
2 the 
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the offence. The trial is of a mere fact. By ſuch 

Aſſociations, therefore, the Public cannot be ſtated 

to ſuffer further than it always ſuffers by am oppreC. 

five ſyſtem of Penal Law, and by every departwe 

from the due courſe of adminiſtering it. 

* In the ſame manner, when a Swindler obtain 

oods on falſe pretences, he. cannot have done ſo 

from error, the act is decifive of the intention; the 

Law defines the crime with poſitive preciſion; and 

the trial is in this cafe therefore only the inveſtigaticn 

of a fact; and in holding out errors to Swindiers, 

Honeſt men are in no danger, nor does the Public 
ſuffer further than we have above adverted to. 

_ © 'Thefe Aſſociations beſides, from their very na- 

tures, cannot be fo univerſal, as to diſqualify the 

country at large by prejudice or intereſt from the 

Office of Trial. They are bottomed befides, parti- 

cularly the laſt (which is a moſt material diſtinCtion) 

upon crimes, the perpetration of which are injurious 

to individuals as /uch, and which each individual m 

his own perſonal right might legally proſecute. 

Whereas we aſſemble to object to the popular proſe- 

cution of thoſe public offences, which the Crown, if 

- they exiſt, is bound in duty to proſecute by the At- 

torney-General, where no individual can count upon 

a perſonal injury; and where the perſonal intereſt of 

the ſubject is only as a Member of that Public, 

which is committed to the care of the Executive Au- 

thority of the Country. | 

« The Preſs, therefore, as it is to be affected by 

Aſſociations of individuals to fetter its general free- 

dom, wholly unconnefled with any attack upon private 

character, is a very different conſideration; for if the 

nation is to be combined to ſuppreſs writings, with- 

out further deſcribing what thol: writings are, than 

by the general denomination—/edirious; and if the 

exertions of theſe combinations are not even to be 

confined to ſuppreſs, and puniſh the circulation of 


books, already condemned by the judgements of Courts, 


by 


b 
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hut are to extend to whatever does not happen to fall 
in with their private judgments:-—if every writing is 
bo be proſecuted which they may not have the ſenſe 
to underſtand, or the virtue to practiſe-—if no man 
is to write but upon their principles, nor can read 
with ſafety except what they have written, leſt 
he ſhould accidentally ralk of what he has read; 
no man will venture either to write or to ſpeak u- 
pon the topics of Government or its Admuultration 
--- freedom which has ever been acknowledged by 
our greateſt ſtateſmen and lawyers to be the princi- 
pal fafeguard of that Conſtitution, which liberty of 
thought originally created, and which a FREE PREss 
for its circulation gradually brought to maturity. 
„ We wv:l/ therefore maintain and afert by all legal 
means this ſacred and eſſential privilege, the Parent 
and Guardian of every other. We will maintain and 
ert the right of inſtructing our fellow- ſubjects by 
every ſincere and conſcientious communication which 
may promote the public happineſs; and while we 
render obedience to Government and to Law, we will 
remember at the ſame time, that as they exiſt by the 
People's confent, and for the People's benefit, they 
have a right to examine their principles, to watch 
over their due execution, and to preſerve the beauti- 
ful ſtructure of their Conſtitution, by pointing out 
as they ariſe, thoſe defects and corruptions which 
the hand of Time never fails to ſpread over the wiſ- 
eſt of human inſtitutions. | 
« If in the legal and peaceable afſcrtion of this 
Freedom we ſhall be calumniated and perſecuted, we 
muſt be contented to ſuffer in the cauſe of Free- 
dom, as our fathers before us have ſuffered; but we 
will, like our fathers, alſo perſcvere until we prevail. 
« Let us, however, recollect with ſatisfaction, 
that the Law as it ſtands at this very moment (thanks 
to our illuſtrious patriot, Mr. Fox) is amply ſufficient 
for the protection of the Prefs, if the Country will be 
but true to itſelf, The 2 of the genuine Liber- 
3 ty 
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ty of the Preſs on general ſubjects, and the boundz. 
ries which ſeparate them from licentiouſneſs, the 
Engliſh Law has wiſely not attempted to define; they 
are, indeed, in their nature undefinable; and it i; 
the office of the Jury alone, taken from the County 
m each particular inftance, to aſcertain them, and 
the truſt of the Crown, where no individual is flan. 
dered, to ſelect the inſtances for trial by its Miniſters, 
refponlible to Parliament. | 
ls fyſtem appears to us amply to ſecure the 
R 8 while it equally protects the Subject; 
but if this felection is to be transferred to ſelf-conſti. 
tuted Aſſemblies of men, agitated by à zeal, howe- 
ver honeſt, the Prefs muſt be broken up, and indi- 
"viduals mutt purchaſe their ſafety by ignorance and 
ſilence. Fe | 
In ſuch a ſtate, we admit that the other Liber- 
ties, which we enjoy under the Laws, might never- 
theleſs continue as Jong as Government might hay- 
pen to be juitly adminiſtered; but ſhould corruption 


or ambition ever direct their efforts againft them, the 


Nation would be furprized and enflaved---ſurprized 
by the loſs of their wakeful Sentinels, whom they 
had . ſhot for only being at their poſts, and enſlaved 
from the loſs of their armour, which their adverſary, 
under the pretence of a Treaty, had cajoled them to 
throw away. N 1 | 
« But theſe evils become not only greater, but abſo- 
hutely intolerable, when extended to the ſtimulation 
of Spies to ſtab domeſtic peace, to watch for the in- 
nocent in the hours devoted to convivial happinels, 


and to diſturb the ſweet repoſe of private life upon 


the boſom of friendihip and truth,  _ 

It is juſtly obſerved by the celebrated Judge For- 
ſter, that words are tranſitory and fleeting, eaſily for- 
gotten, and ſuhject to miſtaken interpretations: their 
very exiſtence at all, and their criminality, as depen- 
ding upon context, or ſequel, or occaſion---a/l is to 

reſt on the oaths of hired Informers. Is this in - 
F ng en 
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end of the 18th century to be the condition of our 
cheerful: country? Are theſe to be our chains? And 
are we, after we have broken them on the heads of 
tyrants in former ages, to fit down to forge them 
again for ourſelves, and to faſten them on one ano- 
ther? 

“Our laſt, and not the leaſt objection to popular 
accuſation, is the love we bear to the Government of 
{:gland, and our wiſh that its functions may be per- 

tual: it being our opinion, as expreſſed in our 
Seventh Reſolution, at our former Meeting. 

« Thet a ſyſtem of Tealouſy and arbitrary coercion 

of the Peipie has been, at ail times dangerous to the 
« Habelity of the Engliſh Government, * 
For the truth of which we appeal to Human 
Nature in General, to the characteriſtic of Engliſh- 
men in particular, and to the hiſtory of the Country. 

«© In the career of ſuch a ſyſtem of combination, 
we foreſee nothing but opprefſion, and when its forte 
» extinguiſhed, nothing but diſcontent, diſobedience, 

and 1iſrule. | | ; 
« If Government permits or countenances this 
| dilribution of its Executive Powers, how is it to 
reſume them ſhould opinions change, and run the o- 
der way? From the artifices and ambition of defigh- 
WW ig dien, the beſt Governments may, for. a ſeaſon, 
de unpopular, as we know from experience, that the 
very worſt may triumph for a While by impoſtufe. 
WH >h0uid ſuch a change of opinion arrive, as in the na- 
ture of things it matt, the Adminiſtration of Govern- 
ment and Juſtice will be diſtracted and weakened. It 
vill be in vain to inculcate that ſubjects may perſe- 
cute one another by combination, but that they muſt 
not combine for their common defence. And 


as in this unnatural. tide of flood, no man may 
expc&t to be acquitted, however he may love his 
Country; ſo in the ebb of the ſame tide, equally un- 
natural, it may be difficult to bring to conviction, 
eren thoſe who may be plotting its deſtruction. 4 
2 gain 
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gainſt both theſe departures, from the even and uſual 
courſe of juſtice, and all their conſequences, we 4. 
gually, and with an impartial ſpirit proteſt, 
© When we conſider the great proportion of the 
Community, that has already ha/tily Enctioncd the 
proceedings which we diſſent from, the great Autho. 
rity that countenances them, the powertul influence 
which ſupports them, and the mighty revenue raiſed 
upon the people, which through various channels re. 
wards many of thoſe who lead the reſt, the difficulties 
which. this Addreſs has to encounter; and judging of 
man from his nature and his hiſtory, we expect ro 
immaliate ſucceſs from our interpoſition. But we be. WE na 
Heve that the ſeaſon of refleQtion is not far diſtant, Wl cut 
when this humble effort for the Public will be re- the 
membered, and its authors be vindicated by the People Wl con 


of Great Britain.” of 
Having concluded amidſt the plaudits and me} unani. ¶ con 
mous approbation of his Auditors. chat 


Mr. Sheridan, after doing juſtice to the motives, n 
to the zeal, and to the abilities of Mr. Erſkine, and ſie: 
having ſtated the propriety of the Meeting's holding 6 
forth at once to the Public a pledge of the principles Wl not 
which influenced them, and upon which they meant Wi to © 
to act, moved, That the paper then read be adopt- e. 
ed as the DECLARATION of the FRxNDS To THE ff bon 

« FREEDOM OF THE PREss;” which Motion was im- N of re 
mediately carried without a diſſenting voice; and in WW ind « 
a ſhort time the Declaration received above Five WM Kro; 


Hundred moſt refpeQtable Signatures. tary 
: (0 ai] 
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tic! ſrrmons of every kind, Mr C. obſerves; —The Bile 


tontains a number of political texts, and political nar= 
%%, Which are of uſe for docirine, &c. Hence 
it is the duty of 2 clergyman ſometimes to Prearh pre 
litical ſermons, He is bound to teach the people their 
duties, one of which is, obedrence to lawful govern- 
ment, 'I'his is politics. He is alſo bound to inftruct 
the people in the meaſure and limits of obedience to 
their ſuperiors, for tho' they owe a duty to their 
King, they owe a higher one to their Ged; and 
where their ſervice mterfere, he is bound to fore- 
warn them, that they ought to obey God rather than 
man. Moreover, he is to remind Governors of their 
duties to the people. Ard finally, in all caſes where 
the political inſtitutions of a nation are immediately 
conn:ted with the intereſts of truth, or the welfare 
of picty, they properly come under a clergyman's 
conſideration in the pulpit. Hence he acts quite in 
character when he preaches againſt the 7% AA, or 
any other ſpecies of perſecution or grievance for con- 
ſciences fake, 1 

Civil Governors abuſe their power, when they do 
not grant equal encourage ment and equal protection 
to every good citizen. By a partial diſtribution of 
the revenues of the State to promote one ſet of reli- 
gious doctrines, or the obſervance of a certain mode 
of religious worſhip, and by annexing inconveniences 
and embarraſſments to the profeſſion of others, they 
throw temptations in the way of citizens to act con- 
ary to their confcicnce from worldly views, and to 
wall in their power to ſtop the progreſs of truth, by 
lot leaving it to its ou native weight and influence. 
ruth ſtands in no necd of ſuch props, for they may 
pecuce hypocriſy, but not candid conviction; and 
blend ſuch aid to error is pernicious, becauſe it is 
giving it an undue advantage over truth, and bribing 
men to embrace it. To tempt men to embrace true 
Religion by annexing civil advantages excluſvely! to 
Pic profeſlion of it, is to offer both it and its Author, 
| 2 
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© grois inſult, as if he did not propoſe motives ſuſf- e. 
cient to operate on the human heart, and called in tid 
the aid of the civil powers to ſupply this deficiency, Ml i 
This is indeed the belt way to recommend a corrupt 
Tyſtem, but truth di!dains ſuch carnal expedient;, 
and never takes ſhelter under ſuch mean ſubterfuge, 
«Religious teſts are to be reprobated; becauſethey 
Tender the duty to governors very difheult, if not im- 
poſſible to the people: for, whenever a claſs of moi 
arc marked out in an odious way; then they are de- 
prived of the rights poſſeſſed by the reſt of their fe: 
low citizens, on account of their religion, they im- 
mediately become more or leſs diſaffefed to the ſtate; 
their ſenſe of obligation to reſpect and obey their 
vernors is weakened, Nor can it be otherwiſe; 0 
who can cordially eſteem a government that op 
or ſtigmatizes him? who can feel the juſtice of his 


ſuffering when he is made to ſuffer for that which is 
bis higheſt duty, viz. to adhere to the dictates of his 


"conſcience! Theſe religious teſts are as impolitic, 2 

they are unjuſt: they do not keep bad men oute cec 
offices, for ſuch do not ſcruple to ſwallow them tec 
but they keep honeſt and conſcientious men out” e en. 
ations, where they would be uſeful and valuable tony m 
the Community.” + 4 tor 
From the ſame author on our laws. a 
Our laws are not known, becauſe not promulgi = 
ed yet the maxim of the Lawyer ſtands in full force an 
Ignorantia legis neminem excufat,” —rgnorance 0 inf 
the azo excuſes none. This is as bad as the br pul 
without ſtraw of the Ifraclites. The ftudy of ou of 

laws is not the contemplation of idem, but of «iy 3s 
' thority and precedent. It does not tend to enlarge tl dif, 
ind but to narrow it. It does not teach to reaſoſi. Ile. 
r IH ty 6 LOGTY 14540 8 on! 


I our Laws require a reform, the Conſtitutions 
our Cots, and the practice of the Law in th: 
"Rand in no leſs need of one. Every ſpecies of cv 
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ſukon, delay, uncertainty, abſurdity and enormous 
exyence, is to be found in our miſerable orgauiza- 
ton, and form of proceſs. To the poor man juſtice 
is in many caſes inacceſſible; and the rich man uſu- 
ally pays more than the amount of the object diſpu- 
ted, in obtaining it. Hence it is an obſervation, 
trite even to a proverb in England, that of all modes 
of ruining mw ſelf, the molt infallible is that of go- 
ing to law | | 
| «ſhould be ſorry if fromtheſe obſervations Iſhould 
be repreſented as an enemy to Lawyers. I am an 
enemy neither to them, nor to their profeſhon, but 
to the abuſes of it. But if the Law, inſtead of ap- 
pealing. to reaſon, ſhall be found to appeal to nothing 
but fluctuating eg and that too deduced from 
unenlightened times; if our Canons, inſtead of be- 
ing the ſcleted wiſdom of ages, ſhall become no- 
thing elſe but a collected maf> of regulations, aſſem- 
bled together as chance, or caprice, or old abſud 
cuſtoms directed; if theſe exceed all the powers of 
human memory to remember; if the forms of pro- 
cedure in courts become intricate, vexatious, and 
tedious, ſo. that no man can obtain juſtice without 
enormous expence, trouble and loſs of ume, and any 
man who is rich and miſchievous cnough, may vex, 
torment and oppreſs his neighbour almoſt to any de- 
gree: In ſuch a ſtate of things, what mult be the 
conſequence? Moft aſſuredly that the Law, as well 
as its profeſſors, will loſe the confidence of. mankind, 
and the honour naturally belonging to them—that 
inſtead of a public good, they will be conſidered as 2 
public nuiſance—rhat the name of Lawyer, in place 
of being regarded as a reſpectable and ſacred name, 
as that of the peace- maker, will be aſſociated with 
diſagrecable ideas, and convey to men's minds the 
ea of an Oppreſſor, x Cheat, a Harpy, who preys 
on their vitals, and lives by the miſeries of mankind? 
: >. 511 ' ant \ 
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>; Scciety of United Iriſpmen, | of Dublin, 
To THE, IRISH NATION. 


Ir is our right and our duty, at this time and at all 
times, to communicate our opinion to the public, 
whatever may be its ſucceſs; and under the protec. 
tion of a free preſs, itſelf protected by a jury, judges 
of law as well as fact, we will never be af to 
ſpeak freely what we freely think, appealing for the 
purity of our intentions to God, and as far as theſe 
intentions are manifeſted by word, writing, or ac- 
tion, appealing to the juſtice of our cauſe, -and the 
judgment of our country. 5 * 
On the gth of November, 1791, vas this ſociety 
founded. We and our beloved brethren of Belfait 
firſt began that civic union, which, if a mation be a 
ſociety united for mutual advantage, has made Ire- 
land a nation; and at a time when all wiſhed, many 
willed, but few ſpoke, and fewer acted, we, Catho- 
lics and Proteſtants, joined our hands and onr hearts 
toge ther; ſunk every diſtinctive appellation in the 
name of Iriſbman; and in the * of God, de- 
voted ourſelves to univerſal enfranchiſement, and a 
real repreſentation- of all the people in parliament. 
On this rock of right our little ark fognd a reſting- 
place; gradually, though not flowly, throughout the 
country, other ſtations of ſafety appegred, and what 
before was agitated ſea, became firm and fertile land, 
From that time have the body and ſpirit of our ſo- 
cieties increaſed, until ſelfſh corporations, funk in 
conſcious infignificance, have given way to a grand 
incorporation of the Iriſb people. 


„ 
' We have, in our Digeſt of the penal laws, addreſſed 
curſelves ſucceſsfully, to the good ſenſe, humanity - 
and generous indignation of all Ireland, convincing 
public reaſon, gy e conſcience, and hold- 
ing up this collection of bloody fragments as a ter- 
ble memorial of government without. juſtice, and 
keality without conſtitution. It has been our rule 
and our practice never to enter into compromiſe or 
compoſition with a noxious principle, and we have 
therefore ſet our face, and lifted our voice, againſt 
this perſecuting and puſillanimous code, as againſt 
the murderer of our brother, eager to eraſe the whole 
of it from the ſtatute- book as it eraſed our country- 
men from the ſtate, and wiſhing to proſcribe ſuck 
an incongruous and monſtrous conjunction of terms 
23 Penal Law, not only from a digeſt. of the laws, 
hut ſrom the dictionary of the language. 2 
It has appeared our duty, in times ſuch as theſe, 
when the head is nothing. without the heart, and 
with men ſuch as we oppoſe, not only to write and 
(peak, but to act and ſuffer; to reckon nothing ha- 
zardous, provided it was neceſſary; to come forward. 
with the intrepidity which a good cauſe inſpires, and 
a backward people required; by going far ourſewes 
to make others follow faſter, though, all the time 
conjuring us to retreat; in ſhort, to make the retro- 
gade ſtationary, and the ſtationary progreſſtve; to 
quicken the dead, and add a ſoul to Ix living. 
Knowing that what the tongue is to the man, the 
preſs is to the people, though. nearly blaſted in our 
cradle by the ſorcery of ſolicitors of law, and general 
attorneys, e have perſiſted with coura per 
rerance, to Bally around this forlorn hope of free- 
dom, and to maintain this citadel of the Conſtitution, 
a the riſque. of perſonal ſecurity, property, and all 
that was dear to us. They have come to us with a 
writ and a warrant, and an ex officio information, 
but we have come to them in the name of the genius 
& the 'Britiſh Conſtitution and the Majeſty of the 
| 6 People 
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People of Ireland. Is ſedition againſt the officers il 
._ adminiſtration, to exerciſe the criminal juriſdiction 
. of the country, and is ſedition againſt the people, ty 
Walk 2 | 
Me have defended: the violated liberty of the ſub 
je againſt the undefined and voracious privilege of 
the Houſe of Commons, treating with merited ſors 
the infolent menaces:of men inflated with office, and 
not only have we maintained the rights of the pegs 
ple at the bat of this branch of the legiſlature; but 
we have, at the bench af Hud; iridiected-th: 
right of the nation, ita real iu ende ar e 
macy demonſtrating that general inviolability was 
made tranſmiſſible to one or many deputies, to the 
utter extinction of reſponſibility, x th evaſion of ei. 
minality; and that the executive power of imperial 
| and independent Ireland, was merely a jingling ap- 
pendage to the great ſeal of Great Britain. Not a 
man to low, that, if opprefſed by an affumption of 
power, civil or military, has not met with our coun- 
ſel, our, purſes, and our protection: not a, man ſo 
high, that if acting contrary to popular right or pu- 
blic independence, we have not denounced at * 
(I's ſeat of juſtice, and at the equitable tri 
nal of public opinion. | 
We have encountered much calumny. We hare, 
among a thouſand contradictory epithets, been cal- 
led Republicans and Levellers; as if, by zrtfully ma- 
| king the terms appear ſynonimous, theit nature could 
de made the ſame; as if a Republican were a Level- 
ler, or a Leveller a Republican; as if the only Le- 
veller was not the Deſpot who cruſhes with an iron 
, © ſeeptre every rank and degree of ſociety into one; 
us if republican- or democratic energy was not, 2 
well as ariſtocratical privilege, or regal prerogative, 
| _ © fanQtioned by the fundamental principles of the Con- 
4% ſtitution, by all thoſe memorable precepts which 
form its firſt features, and by which the juſt and vir. 
| / tuous ſtruggles of our anceſtors, reoognized by * 


C i717) 5 
eeffive generations, point out to their poſterity when 
they ought to interpoſe, and how long they ouglit to 
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6 fuffer. In his words, whoſe name reits unknown, 
but whoſe fame is immortal“, we deſire “ that the 
Conſtitution may preferve its monarchial form, 
but we would have the manners of the people 
purely republican.” Are you not ſenüble that this 
c of republicaniſm, as theclamour againſt the Catho- 
ic Delegation, has been raiſed and prolonged by the 
miſchie vous malignity of the loweſt goſſips of govern- 
nent, merely to drown the general voice for Reſorm, 
me the ſtate- mancœuvre which ordered a flouriſh of 


trumpets and alarm of drume, at the ſide of ſuffer- 
ing Patriots, when they wiſbed to addreſs themſelves 
to the reaſon and juſtice of the e.—But.we will 
ſpeak, and you will hear. es, countrymen, we 
do deſire that extended liberty, which may allow - 
vou, as Citizens, to do what you willy provided you 
do not injure another 3 or rather, to do all the good 
you can to others, without Jong: injuttice to your- 
elves. Yes, countrymen, v do wiſh for an equa- 
lty of rights which-4s conſtitutional, not an equality 
+ of property which is impoſſible. Yes, countrymen, 
we do long for another equality, and we hope yet to 
fe it realiaed -an equality conſiſting in the power 
of every father of a family to acquire, by labour ei- 
ther of mind or body, ſomething beyond a mere ſub- 
bitence---ſome little capital to prove, in caſe of fick- 
neſs, old age, or misfortune, a fafeguard for his bo- 
dy and for his foul; a hallowed hoard that may lift 
him above the hard neceſſity which ſtruggles between 
conſcience and corruption; that may keep his heart 
whole, and his ſpirit ere, while his body bends be- 
neath its burden; make him fling away the wages of 
venality, and- proudly return to an humble home, 
where a Conſtitution that looks alike on the palace 
aud the hovel, may ſtand at his hearth a-cutelar Di- 
WE 2 a vinity, 


# Juniue, 4 Sir Henry Vane, and Algernco Sydney. 
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vinty, .andfpreatthe Egis of equal law to guard him 
rom the revenge of thoſe who offered the bribe, and 
offered it in vain. Yes, Iriſhmen, we do proclaim 
it our deareſt wiſu, to ſee a more equal diltributicy 
of the benefits and bleſſings of life thro' the loweſt 
claſſes of the community, the ſtamina of ſociety; and 
we affert it as our firm belief, that an equal diſtribu- 
tion of the elective franchiſe muſt contribute to this 
end: for national happineſs depends upon employ. 
ment, which-muſt itſelf ſpring from induſtry; and 
that again depends on eue of perſon and 
property, equal law, ſpeedy and impartial Juſtice; 
and, in ſhort, on that tenure in the ſtate, which may 
raiſe the community in relative value as in ſelf-eſtima- 
tion; make the agency of the People inſtrumental to 
a-good Government, and-the re-agency of good Go- 
vernment meliorate the morals and manners of the 
People: bind together the diſtin, and hitherto con- 
tending claſles of ſociety, by the cement of recipro- 


higher ranks—balluſtrades that adorn, the arch feel 
their dependance on the People, who are the piles 
that ſupport it. On the whole, we are fo far Re- 
publicans, as to deſire a National Houſe of Com- 
mons, in its origin, its form, its features, and its 
_ - fpiritz reverencing the People not conſpiring, with 
every other rank, againſt them, againſt their privi- 
leges, their pleaſures, their homely happineſs, their 
. fireſide enjoyment; but rather cheriſhing the elective 
Franchiſe the poor man's ewe lamb, and ſtigmatizing 
the landlord who would de ſpoſl him of it, as a Trai- 
tor to the Conſtitution; a Robber of National Right, 
and a Murderer of Public Happineſs! - 


WMWWe have addreſſed the Friends, of the People in 
England, and have received their concurrence, their 
thanks, and their -gratulation.— We have addreſſed 
the Volusteers—Deliyerers of this injured Iſland! 
Have we done wrong? If we have, tear your co- 


lours from the ſtaff---reverſe your 3 yur 
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tims---beat a funeral-march for Ireland -and then : 

abandon the Corpſe to Fencibles, to Militia, to In- 

ralids, and diſmounted Dragoons.---If we have not 

done wrong and we 5 the Revolution of 82 

that we have not go on, with the zeal of enterpri- 
ing virtue and a ſenſe of your own importance, to 
exerciſe that right of ſelf-defence which belongs to 
the Nation, and to infuſe copſtitutional energy into 
the public will, for the public good. | 
We now addrefs Ireland. We addrefs you as a 
moral perſon, having a conſcience, a will and an un- 
derſtanding—bound- not only to preſerve, but to per- 
ſet your nature — the nations around you to witneſs 
your conduct, and a God above you to reward your vir- 
tues, or to puniſh your crimes. We ſpeak to you as 
Man to Man—reading your countenance —remark- 
ing the various p.aſhons that now ſhift acroſs it, and 
friving to recollect a character long obliterated by 
foreign influence, or, after ſhort and fierce develope- 
ments, becoming the ſame dull blank as before. Se- 
rered as you have always been into counteracting in- 
tereſts an Engliſh intereſt, an Ariſtocratic intereſt, 

"a Proteſtant intereſt, and a Catholic intereſt—all 
contradiſtinguiſhed from common weal; and all, like 
the four elements, before Wiſdom moved on the 
ſurface of the deep, exerting their reſpective inſſuen- 
ces to retain a chaos, rather than create a Conſtituti- 
en. Actuated, as you have moſt generally been, by 
circumſtances. merely external compreſſed at one 
ume into fortuitous union by the iron circle of Bri- 
tiſh domunation—at another time, by the panic of in- 
raſion and fear of famine, when a bankrupt merchan- | 
try and embarraſſed gentry, were ſtarved into the com- 

mon cauſe of a beggured People, whom Government 

bad firſt pillaged, and then abandoned;—at the pre- 

ſent time, perhaps impelled chiefly by the extraordi- 

nary events that have taken place on the Continent, 

it is not ſurpriſing that your.real. character is ſtill, in 

2 great mealure, unknown to Europe, to Britain, and 
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even to yourſelf. It is not ſurpriſing, that recollecd. 5 

ing tlie paſt, we ſhould be 1 x bes We > 
—that we will not entirely confide in the Fugitive . pc 
ſplendour of the moment, the paſling ſpirit of the 
people, or even the miraculous converſion of Parlia. but 
mentz—never, never ſatisfied, or ſecure, until we a 
ſee a real Repreſentation of that People in that Par. 
Hament;—until we can ſee Britain and Ireland con- 
nected by conſtitution, not by corruption—by equal, 
not by ſtrong government; until we ſee Public Opi- 
nion, or the Will of the Nation—not as now, at. 
_ tag with rude and intermittent ſhocks— but the {ſettled 
ard central balance of the political order, around 
which, without apparent motion in itſelf, the differ. 
ent branches in the Legiſlature may revolve, with 

the ſilence and regularity of the planetary ſyſtem, 
We addreſs your underſtanding—the common ſenſe 
of the common weal, and we aſk you, Is it not a 
TRUTH, that where the People do not participate in 
the Legiſlature, by a delegation of Repreſentatives, 
0 freely, fairly, and frequently elected, there can be 
no Public Liberty? Is it not the Fact, that in this 
country there is no Repreſentative Legiſlature; . be- 
cauſe the People are not repreſented in the Legiſla- 
ture, and have no partnerſhip in the Conſtitution ? 
If it be the principle of the Conftatution, that it is 
the right of every coramoner in this realm to have a 
vote in the election of his Repreſentative z and that 
without ſuch vote, no man can be actually repreſent- 
ed, it is our wiſh, in that caſe, to renovate that Con- 
Ritution, and to revive its ſuſpended animation, by 
giving free motion and full play to its vital principle. 
25 I, on the other hand, the Conſtitution does not fully 
ovide for an impartial and adequate Repreſentation 
of all the People; if it be more exclufive than inclu- 
Dove in its nature; if it be a monopoly, a privilege, . 
or a prerogative; in that caſe, it is our deſire to alter 
itz for what is the Conſtitution to us, if we ave no- 
thing to the Conſtitution? Is the Conſtitution _— 
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for you, or you for it?_If the People do not conſtĩ- 
tute a-part of it, what is it to them more than the 

ghoſt of Alfred; and what are principles without 
practice which they hear and read, to rene with- 
out principles which they ſee and feel 

The people of Ireland want political power;— 
tuxation without conſent, and legiſlation without re- 
preſentation, is not à partial grievance, or a Catholic 

grievance, but the grievance of the nation. The e- 
jective franchiſe is with-held from all, while all want 
conſtitueney in the conſtitution. The disfranchiſed, 
and the unfranchiſed, the unrepreſented, and the miſ- 
repreſented, the Catholic and Preſbyterian, are equal- 
ly under the law, and out of the Conſtitution; the 
Proteſtant who is ſuppoſed to have it, and the Catho- 
lic who wiſhes to have it, are equally intereſted in 
having it freez for the truth is, that the whole com- 
munity wants that emaneipation which is neceffary 
to a free government; we can give no truer definiti- 
on of ſlavery, than that ſtate in which men ate go- 
rerned without their conſent, and, no better deſerip- 
tion of freedom, than that not only thofe who make 

the law, ſhould be bound by the law, but thoſe who 
are bound by the law ſhould have a ſhare in the mak- 
my it. 5675 , 

Al Ireland knows and feels that the people are 

ouſted from their own conſtitution, and that in a 

Government where they have no participation, the 

King muſt become a Deſpot, and the Nation a Slave. 

Public reaſon is convinced, and we aſſert with the 

confidence of conviction, that there are not one hun- 

dred in this iſland, inimical to a renovation of the 
genuine Conſtitution, who are not, at the ſame time, 
perſonally intereſted in the continuance of its cor- 
ruptions and the prolongation of its abuſes. The 
ime is come when the Nation muſt ſpeak for the 

Nation, and the long expected hour of redemption 

8 perhaps providentially protracted, untii 
e univerſal voice could be hcard, and the univerſal 
* WILL 
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WILL declared. The nation is oN: one in. body; 
one in ſoul, an union of colours in a ſingle ray of 
truth, and the ſame inexſtinguiſhed principle which 
has accompliſhed many bloodleſs revolations in our 
hiſtory; the peaceful revolution of 1779, which gain- 
ed a Free Trade, the peaceful revolution of 1782, 
which gained an independence of right to Ireland, 
will conſummate her imperfect freedom, with equal 
ſafety, honour and' tranquillity, by the fame means, 
a conſtitutional interpoſition of the people, juſtifiable 
by law, reafon, right and expediency. The honour 
of Ireland, her deareſt intereſts, prefent and ſuture, 
the intereſt of her land-holders, and of her mer- 
_ Chants, her commereial credit, her ſtaple manufac- 
ture, are all involved in the preſent crifis, and ur- 
"gently call upon you ta declare in Conventlon, your 
with, your will, and your determination, that the 
Houſe of Commons may be reſtored to that true re- 
preſentative character which would regaiu national 
confidence, moſt effectually ſuppreſs all particular 
aſſociations, give "vigour to goverument,. and reſt io 
the perturbed ſpirit of the people. , 
8, Ireland! Ireland? country to which we have 
clung in all our misfortunes, perſonal, religious, po- 
litical; for whoſe freedom and happineſs we are here 
ſolemnly united; for whom, as a ſociety we live; and 
for whom, as men, if hard neceſſity commands it, 


we are ready to die; let us conjure you not to abuſe 


the preſent precious moment, by a felf-extinguiſh- 
ment, by a credulous committal of your judgement 
and falls to the direction of others, by an idle and 
ideot gaze on what may be going on in parliament. 
In receiving good offices from all, diſtinguiſh between 
ſound Hiberniciſm and that windy Patriotiſm which 
is now puffing and blowing in. the race of populari- 
ty. Truſt as little to your friends as to your enemies, 
in a matter where you can act only. by yourſelves. 
The will of the nation muſt be. declared before any 


| reform ought to take place. It is not therefore — 
: . 0 - $ 
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cliſs however numerous, any fociety however refpec- 
table, any ſubaltern aſſembly, that have either right 
or competency to expreſs that authoritative will. No- 


thing leſs than the people can ſpeak for the people. — 


This competency reſides not in a few freeholders ſhi- 
rering in the corner of a county hall, but only in 


the whole community repreſented in each county, 


(as at preſent” M"Antrim,) by parochial. delegation, 
and then from each county by baronial delegation, 
to provincial conventions, the union of which muſt 
form the awful will of the people of Ireland 1. Let 

. us 


+ The Bill lately brought into the Triſh Parliament, ard ſup- 
ported by ſo great @ majority, may have in view the ſuppreſſion of 
what is propoſed above. I hat laws already exiſt ſufficient to check 
whatever may tend to menace the internal peace and ſafety of the 
country, and that ſuch @ bill is therefore not only quite unneceſſa- 
ty, but even of a moſt dangerous tendeney, appears clearly from 
the proteſt entered againſt i by theee noble Peers in the Iriſh Houſe 
of Lords. If diſcontents and tumults of a ſerious nature exiſt in 
that kingdom, the beſt way to remove and ſuppreſs them, is time- 
j to meet the wiſherof the people, ſo far as feunded in reaſor and 
equity; and not to adopt ſtrong and unconſtitutional mesſures, on 


the ſpur of the moment, which tend to irritate and increaſe rather 


than extinguifly them. The great body of the people are beſt 
un and kept to their duty by cords of love and the bonds of 
men; whereas the violent exertions of mere authority, are like a 
card drawn beyond its proper tone, which is ready to break aſſun- 
der. When authority is founded in its exerciſe on the Conſtitution 
and equal laws,—is directed to the good and happineſs of the Com- 
munity, and meets the wiſhes and approbation of the people, from 
a conviction their real intereſt is in view, then it forms a threefold 
cord which cannot be eaſily broken. Nothing therefore but a ra- 
tonal and timely reform can calm the minds of the people, pre- 


dent any bad effects from what is called Freoch principles, ſecure 


the peace and proſperity of the Country, and the luſtre and flabi- 
ity of the throne, on an honourable and permanent baſis ; and the 
preſent diſaſtrous cruſade againſt France, inſtead of ſuperceding, 
© was probably intended, inforces the neceſſity of ſuch a prudeut 


and ſalutary meaſure. The true patriots, the real friends of their 


country, are thoſe who with to ſee its government geſpectable aud 
ergetic, by the due exerciſe af conſtitutional Aghts, and the 
well-placed confidence of the Public: and not theſe who would 

I! cheriſh and defend ſuch meaſures as threaten our public credit, 
Ar commerce, our libertics, and political exiſtence, and of coutſe 
Ureaten to ſap the pillars of the throne itſelf, and have indeed at- 
"dy brought our deareſt intereſts into ap alarming crifis. 


j 
i 
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COMP 
us therefore conclude, by conjuring the county merr. 

' ings now afſembling, to follow the example of Ulſter, 
«nd by appointing delegates to a convention of their 
reſpective provinces, unite their ſcattered and inſub 
ted wills into one momentous maſs, which may have 
authority ſufficient to make 2 declaration of rights in 
behalf of the nation. Then will the Sovereign gra- 
 _/ Cioully interpoſe on the petition of all the people; 
i he reality as well as form of good government will 
be eſtabliſhed; the juſtice of the conftitution vind- 
cated; and when all this ae ua- 
tional ſexvitude and. perſonal oppreſſion, of peryemed 
principle, and baſe practice, ſnall be done. aw ay men 
Thall exceedingly wonder how a Nation that boaſted 

of a free Conſtitution, and the benignity of ns es, 
could have ſuffered irfelf #0 be loaded ſo long/with 2 
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O thi Inhabitants of the Town of Nottingham and its © 
3 Nagler lee, . 
To THE HONOURABLE HOUSE OF COO. 4 
For a Parliamentary Reform. 7 ſt 


IN an hour pregnant with alarm to ſome, with en- "| 
pectation to others, and eventful to all, we approach | 

Jour honourable houſe, reſpeQfully to petition for] th 

that right, on which the dignity ol your body, the 
happineſs pf our common country, and perhaps the * 

very being and preſervation of our conſtitution de 
pends. From various cauſes the conſtitution of theſe 28 
Fingdoms has paſſed into the groffeſt abuſe, ſo as , 39 
$2 WSiſult the common ſenſe of the nation with 2 name 


— 


„ 

when the reality is gone. This conſtitution is boaſt- 
ed to conſiſt of three ſeparate independent eltates, 
united only by a co-operation for the common good: 
and the ſecurity for this union is ſuppoſed always to 
teſt on the * er inviolate, the diſtinguiſhing 
character of each of theſe three eſtates. Your ho- 
nourable houſe is one of them, and it is of its eſſence 
that it be the proper repreſentative of the people, 
that it be elected by them, and them alone, and that 
the finger of monarchy, or of the nobles, ſhall not 
enter into the creation of your honourable body. But 
this important right of the people is ſo far ufurped 
and paſſed from them, that the majority, of your 
houſe is affirmed to be created by other will than 
that of the people; and that thus created, it looks up 
to other favour than that of the people, whereby the 
confidence of the people in their ſuppoſed repreſens 
tative is leſſened if mot deſtroyed. - From this abuſe 
have been deemed to ue, and muſt continue to 
iſue, evits of the higheit magnitude to this nation. 
We receive the Conſtitution of England, as theory 
preſents it to our view, and our petition is that it be 
reſtored to this perfect character. In preſenting this 
petition with plainneſs and firmneſs, we act with e- 
qual wiſdom and patriotiſm, nor fear any calumny 
which a corrupt intereſt, acting upon ignorance, may 
propagate againſt us. Reſtoration and no Revoly- 
tion is our with, and therefore we aſk in full conft- 
dence for thoſe rights of the people which the con- 
ſtitution contemplates. Our. Petition to your ho- 
nourable houſe is compriſed in theſe plain and intel- 
MW gible objects; that no member of your houſe be e- 
hy ited by a leſs number of the people of England, 
ri | than may be deemed to bear a true proportion to the 
ey whole rumber of adult males in the kingdom; that 
x tl: duration of parliaments return to its ancient 
d lſage, and the preſent mode of election be aboliſhed, 
(an 25 diſgraceful to a civilized country; and we pray 
Jour honourable houſe, to adopt and patronize fo 
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| The and healing a reform, und ſave your Se 
from | 


e wreck of deſpotiſm, or the wreck of anar. 
chy. Tbe granting this Petition can leſſen no power 
bur that which ought not to exiſt, while it will af. 


furedly bring back that temperament pt power which 


will quiet every mind, appeaſe every diſcontent, and 


Eſtabliſh on firm ground, the character, che peace, 


and the happineſs of theſe kingdoms. N 

Witch this Petition, which we truſt will approve 
itſelf to your honourable houſe, and to its concur. 
rence and ſupport, by 8 wiſdom, juſtice, and 
utility, we think it to be a further duty which we owe 
ourſelves, to aſſert before your houſe, and before all 
England, our claim to the character both of loyalty 
and of peace: that we are actuated by no ſecret, no 
ſeditious views; that by no other than peaceable and 
dignified meaus we will labour. to the effecting our 
vixtuous purpale; in fine, we mean-not to pull one 


ſtone out of the proper building of the Engliſh Con- 


ſtitution; but that corner ſtone which has been dan- 


gerouſſy ſubtracted from it, it is-our * to reclaim, 


and it will be the gloty of your honourable houſe to 
"reſtore. | ey nyt LAY. 2 1 | 
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S GEORGE THE THIRD, | 
King of Great Britain, and the. dominions thereto 
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jp May it pleaſe the King: DO OT 
Tur dutiſul ſubjects, the religious ſociety of 
friends, called Quakers, have felt their minds deep- 
iy affetcd with the calamities attendant on war, <> 
ENG K r | | 


- 
. : 


* " 
_— F — 1 
— - 
8 — 


— 


— 


: 2 
* 
1 - . ems ' 
 * - 
<A * * WI 0 
——_ 


'N 


7 181 


he inconſiſteney thereof with the doctrine of Chriſt, 
the Prince of Peace; we apprehend that we cannot 
xt this time, diſcharge our duty to God, to thee, and 
o our fellow-ſubjects, many of whoſe precious lives 
may be the victims of the impending hoſtilities, with- 
out beſceching thee to exert thy conſtitutional power 
to prevent a meaſure which may conſign to danger and 
to death thouſands of our countrymen; many of | 
whom, alas! may be but too little prepared for thats 
ſole miu event, even in the more gradual way of natu=-, 
ral inſirmity. | Gas 
he protection and ſupport of kingdoms, and of 
governments, are not in the multitude of an hoſt, but 
in the Lord Almighty; may, therefore, thy Councils 
ſeek his protection, by that righteouſnefs which exal- 
teth a nation, and by continuing to oppoſe that torrent 
of vice and immortality which hath ſo long prevailed, 
and which thou, O King, as became a Chriſtian Ru- 
ler, haſt not long fince, lamented, cenſured, and en- 
deavoured to reſtrain, Permit us, before we cloſe 
tis, our earneſt and affectionate addreſs, reſpectful- 
/ to mention the cauſe of our fellow-creatures, the 
Africans. We have petitioned the Houſe of Com- 
mons on this affecting ſubject; and, although we de- 
fre that the deliverations of Parliament may at all 
times be free, we are engaged to prefs it upon thy 
mind, to conſider whether no acceleration of relief 
cat be obtained for that grievouſly oppreſſed race, from 
the influence which a beloved King hath, and ought 
to have, on the minds of his people* Thus may the 
bleſſing of the peace-makers, and of thoſe who love 
nghteouſneſs, be thy happy portion and immortal 
crown, 
Signed on behalf of the Meeting for Sufferings, 
held in London, 26th of 1ſt month, 1793, 
By Sixty-two Friends. 
THE KING's ANSWER. 2 
WHATEVER ſteps I may feel myſelf bound to 
take, for the ſecurity of my people, I am not the leſs 
inclined 1 
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inclined to judge favourably of che motives, which 
have led you to preſent this Addreſs, and you ma 
depend upon the continuance of my protection. 


2 


- A WORD IN SEASON. 


” 


77 is not @ matter 7 indifference, that the minds of the people le enlighe 
tered, MoxTz$quieu, 


Dxxrors: in the laws or adminiſtration of a {late 
never fail to influence the morals of the People, in pro- 
Portion to their nature, duration, and magnitude. Laws 
und inſtitutions naturally aſſimilate their diſpoſitions and 
manners to their own characteriſtic genius, as the hiſto 

of all ages and nations can ſufficiently atteſt. Faults in 
the Politics of a country will occaſion faults in its Ethics, 
and be occaſioned by them in turn; for the manners of a 
people derive form and fpirit from their, inſtitutes, cor- 
reſponding to their nature, and theſe again produce a ſi- 
milar change on their manners. Whatever 1s inimical to 
the ſecure poſſeſſion of civil and political liberty, muſt al- 
ſo be inimical to moral virtue and true religion; according 
to that expreſſive axiom of the Engliſk poet, Men ſhall, 
with freedom loft, all virtue loſe, and fear of God. Hence 
a Chriftian is much more concerned in public meaſures 
than ſome are willing to admit, and ſtands fully juſtified 
in exerting himſelf, on conſtitutional ground, to pro- 


mote the reform of exiſting abuſes, or timely guard a- 


gainſt their conſequences. 

Can any lover of his Country and of his fellow-men 
remain ſilent, or indifferent, while he ſees meaſures adopt- 
ing, which the moſt competent and unbiafſed judges de- 
clare to be contrary to the fundamental laws of the ſtate, 
and deſtructive to the liberties of a free people? In the 
crifis of danger every man is a ſoldier. He that ſpies, 
or thinks he Fo, an enemy approaching, and neglects, 
whether through fear, falſe dehcacy, or favour, to gie 
timely alarm, is a traitgr to himſelf, and to his — 

a 


- 
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and deſerves to be held in execration. A prudent man, 
faid the wiſe king or Iſrael, hath his eyes in his fore- 
head, foreſeeth the evil even at a diſtance, and warns his 
neighbour, while he hides himſelf, or provides for his 
own ſafety. It is indeed poſſible, that ſuch as ſee not 
with his eyes may tax his admonitions and remonſtrances, 
23 untimely and officious; yet come to learn, perhaps 
when too late, that they were both ſeaſonable and 2 05 
nent. ö 

That a ſtandiug army is dangerous to the liberties of a 
free nation, as well as very burdenſome to the People, 
aypears from univerſal experience, and the ſtrenuous ex- 
ertions of our anceſtors to oppoſe ſuch a meaſure, In 
Britain, it is moreover wnconftitutional, according to the 
judgment of the belt civilians; and therefore to be re- 
probated by all thoſe who are attached to the Conſtitution 
of their Country, afig dread every innovation that tends 
to ſubvert it. The learned Judge Blackftone, whoſe 
commentary on our laws and Conſtitution, is allowed to 
be of great authority, has the rte pointed obſerva- 
tions to that purpoſe. In a land of liberty it is ex- 
tremely dangerous to make a diſtinct order of the pro- 
« feflion of arms, In abſolute monarchies this is neceſ- 
* {ary for the ſafety of the prince, and ariſes from the 
main principle of their conſtitution; which is, that of 
« governing by fear: but in free ſtates, the profeſſion or 
* a ſoldier, taken fingly, and merely as a profeſſion, 
« is juſtly an object of jealouſy. The laws therefore, 
and conſtitution of theſe kindoms knows no ſuch ſtate 
« z3 that of a perpetual ſtanding foldier, bred up to no 
profeſſion but that of war.” Com. vol. 1. p 48. 
The truth and juſtice of theſe remarks admitted, (and 
ſure their author knew what 1s legal and conſtitutional 
under our government, ) the queſtion naturally occurs; 
How comes it to paſs, that our ſoldiers are inliſted for 
life—that as any die, deſert, or are cut off by war, others 
hould be levied to ſupply their place; whence a large 
force is kept ſtanding even in times of peace ? 

When we advert to the condition of common ſoldiers 
vith us, muſt we not at once perceive, that it bears an 
unfriendly aſpect on the liberties of the people; whence 
wiles the neceſſity of the wiſe proviſion of our laws and 
Q 2 conſtitution 
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.conftitution on that head. Are they not reduced for life, 
to a ſlate, I had almoſt ſaid, of the molt abject ſervitude: 
Are they not obliged, without relief, to yield implicit o. 

dedience to the arbitrary mandates of another, at the 

riſk of life ſhould they obey or not; while their judges are 
not their peers, but their commanders, and. they are is 
effect precluded from the benefit of appeal from their ſen. 
tence? May not the ſmalleſt miſdemeanor ſubje& them 
to a puniſhment, at once the moſt painful and degrading; 
white crimes of the deepeſt die call not forth even a re- 

proof? If ſurpriſed, thro? infirmity or temptation, into 3 

fit of drunkenneſs, of which their very judges, who a. 
ward the puniſhment, too often ſet them the example, 
are they not liable to be ſeverely flogged+, like the very 

| | ; worſt 

I + The newſpapers informed us, that a poor ſoldier was lately 

ſentenced by a Court-martial to receive 800 laſhes at two different 
times, and to be then druramed out of the regiment, for u' terin 

Something difreſpectful of his King, perhaps when overtaken wit! 
intoxication. That ſuch freedoms ſhould, one way or other, be 

checked, be the offender drunk or ſober, is readily granted; for it 
is written, Thou ſhalt. not ſpeak evil of, that is calumniate, the ruler 
of thy people: but will any one aſſert that ſuch offences may be pu- 
viſh*t in a manner that degrades human nature in the perſon of 

n fellow creature? Four drummem were employed to inflict the 

awarded puniſhment, which they H fo heartily, being fo erjoin. 


e, that while the poor; fi was receiving the firſt 400, 


he fainted twice, and ſeemed ready to expire. Would it not have 
been an act of. greater mercy to have ſhot him at once? for, in all 
probability, he could not have ſurvived, if nature ſupported the full 
execution of the ſentence; and tho? he did, what a miſerable object 
muſt he be! We would be ſorry to apply to this caſe that expr:+ 
fave aphoriſm of ſcripture, tho* it has indeed brought it to our re- 
membrance; A rightcous man regardeth the life of bis beaft : but ile 
tender mercies of the wicked are cruel. 

All men are the creatures of God, and the ſubjects of hi morals 
government, whence we cannot ſuppoſe that he will view with 
indifference the abuſe of the work of bie hand, and the objects of 
his conſtant care. Againſt this he hath expreſly provided, The 
Moſaic law enjoins that no delinquent ſhould receive mere that 
forty ſtripes, for a r:aſon which docs honour to our nature, namely, 
that ous Brother might not appear wile in our eyer;- and fo careful 

were the Jews never to exceed, that they always kept within tha! 
number. Can the force of that reaſon be diminiſhed among Chr 
tian, fince the Son of God hath deigned to aſſume our comma 


nature, and to call them bretbren? Every precept of the Ms 
* . 
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worſt of felons, while rational means are ſeldom employ- 
a to promote their reformation? Is this treating them 
with that reſpe& which is duc to a tree born Briton, and 
profeſſing Chriſtian, be his outward condition in life hat. 
it may? Is this calculated to inſpire rational courage and 
true maulineſs of conduct? Rather, is not their ſitua- 
tion, every thing conſidered, calculated to deſtroy, or 
pair the beit feelings of the human heart, and to beget 


Q 5 aud 


ur, which is founded upon a general reafon, is fill in full ſorce, 

tho' human legiflators may diſcard it from, their code, We may 
therefore aſſert it as an abſolute truth, that no power cr court on 
earth can pole (+ a right to pronounce and inforce a ſentence dia- 
merrically oppoſite to any expreſs law of Heaven; and, of conf 
quence, does not the paſſing and inflifting ſuch a doom, as in the 
caſe here referred to, conſtitute a crime in the fight of God, 
greater than the one it was intended to puniſh? 

H:d this poor man inſulted his Maker, the King of. kings, and 
ſpoke of kim and his government with the utmoſt diſreſpect, .uog 
z ſingle laſh would he. receive fon ſuch conduct, notwithſtanding 
our flaming zeal againſt atheiſm in others. And indeed how- could 
ke, ſeeing his officers, if like the officers of other regiments, per- 
haps to a man, ſet him the example? If the great Majeſty of the 
vu verſe be pleaſed ta aſſume the title, and exerciſe the authority 
of King of kings, whence he has a peculiar claim tv their .a/legi- 
zuce and ſubjeRiongz how come they and their ſervants to niak# io 
ght of the violation of his laws, and of rebellion and treaſon a- 
gainſt him? for theſe are peccadillos in the account of the ſtateſmen 
and legiſtators of the earth, and their creatures: while every in- 
ſtavce of diſreſpect maniſeſted towards their own perſon or autho- 
my, muſt, without regard to penitence, and promifed amendment 
in future, receive a ſevere recompence of reward! Would priuces, 
and their miniſters have themſelves and their authority duly 
rclpected, let chem recommend and inforce, by example and in- 
fluence, the fear and ſervice of that Adorable Being, by whom 
kings reign and rulers decree juſtice; and then will he ſupport 
tem in the lawful exerciſe of their juſt authority, and ſecure to 
them all that elleem and influence to which their office entitles 
them. They that bouour me (ſays he) I will Lonour : but they that de- 
piſe me, ſhall befightly eftcemed ; that is, bull be beld in utter contempt, 
When ſuch rule Without any due regard to his ſupreme authority, 
or concern for the advancement of his honour and kingdom—rule 
without proving a terror to all evil doers without exception, and 
encouragers of them that do well, howſoever diſtinguiſhed in o- 
ther reipeQs, is it not juſt that he ſhould, as he threatens, pour 
content upon them, and firike through them in the day of his eorath Þ. 
With what judgment thty judge they ſball be judged; and with what mea» 
urs they mete, it fall be meaſured to them again, | : EO. 
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and cheriſn thoſe of an oppoſite kind? "The very fame. Wl th: 
principle, which hath uniformly led mankind to deem it 
dangerous to put arms into the hands of flaves, concludes Cor 
equally againſt committing the protection of a free peo. hit 
ple to ſoldiers inliſted for life, and under the influence and ſo! 
anthority of quite different laws and leaders? Can ſuch mu 
be rationally ſuppoſed to have a tender concern for their Co 
peace and welfare“? And does it not merit the atten. 
tion of rulers and ſtateſmen, that ſtanding armies, even 


the beſt diſciplined, have ſometimes turned their arms a. 1 . 
gainſt the very Powers that gave them birth and ſtability, * 
a recent proof of which we have in France? That, with 20 
others to be found in the annals of our own hiſtory, fur. 1 
nith a monitory leſſon to all princes, not to confide in ” 
ſuch armies, if their meaſures are not ſanctioned by the « t 
approbation of their people: for theſe, like winter brooks, 1 
may fail in time of greateſt need. x, 


The reſpectable law authority already quoted, thus wi 
farther expreſſes himſelf on this important point; © No- 


« thing ought to be more guarded againſt in a free flate, the 
* than making the military power, when fuch a one is citi 


« neceſſary to be kept on foot (which I deny that it c _ 
is in this country in time of peace) a body too diftin& 
« from the pcople. Like ours, it {Kould be wholly com- tha 
«4. poſed of natural ſubjects; it ought only to be inliſted M: 
« for a ſhort and limited time. The ſoldiers ſhould alſo lee 
« hve inter mixed with the people ; no fepdrate camp, no bar- * 
« racks, no inland fottraſſes ſhould be allowed” $. Is this NY 


no 

the pe: 
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We have had much puffing in the newfpapers of late, about we 

the caſe with which the Fencible regiments were raiſed, and the cor 

readinefs with which the men offered themſelves to the ſcrvice: ſuc 

But it is an abſolute fat, that fome bf them at leaſt were raiſed un 

— by the moſt violent and deſpotic exertions of the6Id-fendal ſyſtem. mi 
f The truth of this has coſt many parents ard other-relatives floods the 
? of tears. The ſtagnation of trade no doubt forwanded the buſineſs. 6 
t Monteſquieu, in his Spirit of Laws, vchr. B. 11. expreſſes wi 

himſelf in much the ſame manner, tho? he lived under an abſolute W 

monarchy, which gives the more weight to his ſentiments. cot 

„To prevent the executive power (ſays he) from being able to wh 

«" opprefs, it is requiſite that the armies, with which it is intruſted, att 

<"ſhould conſiſt of the people, and have the fame ſpirit as the pcu- tai 
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ple, as was the caſe at Rome, till the time of Marius. Co ob- 8 
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the judgment of truth and ſoberneſs, founded on a tho- 
tough Knowledge of the laws and conflitntion of this 
Country, and a knowledge of human nature, and the 
hitory of mankind? If thefe wife and ſalutary provi- 
fons are, however, neglected, or habitually violated, 
muſt not this be unconſtitutional, prove prejudicial to the 
Community, and produee effects peculiarly difgracetul to 

our 


« tain this end, there are only twe wars, either that the perſons 
« employed in the army ſhould have ſufficient property to anſwer 
« for their eonduct to their fellow-ſubjeRs, aad be ivlitted only for 
« yeat, as Was cuſtomary at Rome: or if there ſhould be a 
« ſtauding army, compoſed chiefly of the moſt deip:cable part of 
« the nation, the legiſlative power ſhould have a right to diſbiud 
them as foon as it pleafed; the ſoldiers ſhould Jive in common 
« with the reſt of the people; and ns ſeparate camp, barrucks, or 
« fortreſs, ſhould be ſuffered.” He elſewhere tells us, that a nation, 
whoſe government is a Lmited monarchy, like ovr own, or one 
which admits the advantages of a repubhican form, will be very 
jealous of mating a ſeparate order. of the profeſſion of arms, and that 
the military ſtare with them is conſtantly allied with that of the 
citizen, and even tome imes with that of the magiſtrate; to tbe end 
that theſe gualities may be a pledge fur their country, which ſhould never 
be jorgotten. 

!- 1» unneceſſary to quote any more to the ſame purporſe - how 
that France, in*the earlieſt times of her monarchy, guarded by a 
Militia againſt the evils thar attend a ftanding army. The Reader 
ſees, that theſe two great luminaries in the Jaw in all its branches, 
Blickſtone and Monteſquieu, are expreſs in condemning Banding 
armies, ſeperate camps, and barracks or fortreſſes; as things which m 
not {e ſuffered, becuuſe always dangerous to the liberties of a free 
pech Other authorities to the ſame effect abound. Should the 
vice of Ariſtocracy prefume to blame or condemn thef: fentiments, 
we will only ſay, that it is honourable to be condemned in ſuch good 
company. Should the people, miſiuformed or milled, acqueſce in 
ſuch meaſures as theſe great men have exprelsly condemned, as being 
v:con{titutional and unſafe, they have themſelves to blame, and 
muſt ſtand by the coniequences, of which thoſe that would open 
their eyes, and direct their attention to the intereſt of the Public, 
and their own ſhalt be guiltieſs. Let them revere the conſtitu: ion 
of their Country, and inſiſt, beſore too late, on a due regard to its 
wile and falutary regulations, and we ſhall be in no danger from 

dat is pernicious in French principles, or ſeditious in internal male- 
contents, if ſuch exiſt. That government is allowed to be good, 
which hath in itſelf the capacity of growing better, through due 
attention to its conſtitution; and ſuch is the government of Bri- 
tain, were ity conſtitution duly regarded, and the principles and 
roviſiuns of it carried into effect; without which it may gradually 
— into the moſt arbitzary and oppreſũi ve. 
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our Country and our times? Have not camps been forme 


ed at valt expence, in the heart of the Country, and are 


they not in agitation to be ſtill formed, while no foreign 
invaſion, or even internal inſurrection can rationally be 
pleaded in juflification of the meaſure? Are not barracks 
alſo ordered to be built in different parts of the kingdom, 
and many of them nearly finiſhed, while attempts are 
making to render the meaſure Kill more univerſal; and that 
in deliance of the Conſtitution, and of the laws of the 
land, and of ſound policy, if we admit the deciſion of 
the venerable Judge which is quoted above? 

Though the relief of part of the ſubjects may be ur. 
ged for the expediency ef this meaſure; whence ſuch in- 
deed may be induced to favour it; yet ſtionld they bear in 
mind, that it may prove traught in future with danger- 
ous conſequences to themſelves and poſterity, in common 
with the reſt of the community What at. firſt only 
ſtretches out a hand to aſſiſt, may afterwards exert a mul- 
titude of arms to oppreſs. To this nothing can be more 
favourable than the ſtupor of the people, whoſe ſlavery 
has been always preceded by their ſlumber or fleep. Such 
as adviſe to a meaſure of this nature, will, doubtleſs look 
upon themſelves as the warm friends of Government: but 
in reality they act like Rehoboam's young counſellors, 
and may ſee the effects of their conduct when they cau- 
not remedy them. Py ſuch a meafure they would indeed 
be thought to mean ſociety a real ſervice; but ſee there 
be no ground to apply the old adage, Me dread the Greeks 
even when they offer preſents. | 
I The preſent menacing tumults in Ireland, from what 

hath tranſpired, ſeem partly to ariſe from ſimilar appre- 
henſions; and it muſt be confeſſed, that ſome late mea- 
ſores, taken in connection with other circumſtances, fur- 
nth matter for ſerious alarm. Though the preſent ftate 
of that kingdom may be ag as a reaſon for introducing 
and paſſing a bill in their Parliament, which bears the 


moſt threatening aſpect on the liberties of the ſubject; 
yet ſuch a bold and unprecedented meaſure muſt create 
alarm, and lead to ſuſpect it may be intended as a prelude 
to a ſimilar meaſure in Britain, Should the guardians of 
the Conſtitution permit themſelves in any inſtances to in- 


fringe upon it, how dangerous the precedent! and with 
6 i | Aw ha 
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what conſiſteney could they puniſh others for want of 
due reſpect to the laws? If it may be invaded, one ar- 

tice after another, can we be aſſured that thę whole may 

not ſome time or other be changed or lofl? The great 
charter of a people's rights is not like a noſe of wax, 

which may be formed and faſhoned at pleaſure, as may 

beſt comport with private purpoſes. Can the /winiſh mul- 

itude be ſuppoſed to preſerve a veneration for any inſti-" 
tution, with which they fee their ſuperiors in wiſdom, 

wealth, and ſtat ion, act Fm ſo free? 

Should Judges on the bench ſo far exceed their legal 
powers, as to preſume to menace and brow-beat a reſpect- 
able Jury of citizens, ſworn to do their duty, and to recom- 
mit the priſoner, though acquitted. by his peers, conform- 
able to the powers with which the laws of their country 
inveſt them; would not this be attempting, in the very ſeat, 
and under the forms of juſtice, to ſubvert, or render of no 
good effect, the boaſt of Britons, and the grand palla- 
dinm of Britiſh liberty; and to ſet the opinion and juſt 
reſentment of the people, for ſuch daring encroachments 
on their rights, at defiance? What good can ſuch conduct 
be ſuppoſed to produce; nay, what ſerious evils may not 
originate from it? This would be levelling the ax at the root 
of the deareſt rights and enjoyments of life. Hath the pow- 
er of appealing from the-decifion of the Juſticiary Court 
in North Britain alſo been lately taken away? Had not 
our ſorefathets been more anxious to recover, than we are 
to preſerve our liberties, we would have few at this day 
worth preſerving. Let us beware of undervaluing what 
they have purchaſed, and tranſmitted to us, at the ex- 
pence of blood. 

The attempts to garriſon ſo. many places with barracks 
are calculated to inſpire apprehenſions of ſerious conſe- 
queuces. Neither our Laws, northe Conſtitution of our 
Country warrant ſuch a meaſure, if we may depend on 
the judgment of the able Lawyer referred to already. 
The purchaſe of the ground, and the erection of theſe 
barracks will require a very confiderable ſum; and why 
ſhould thrs. additional burden be ſaddled upon the nation, 
without neceſſity, aud contrary to law, or the exprets 
proviſions of the Conſtitution; at a time when our public 
debt is ſo. immenſe, and our commerce ruined by an im- 


politic 


A 6. 
Þolitic and calamitous war; and while we have become 
bound by treaties to furaith ſubſidies to foreign powers, 
almoſt to the amount of a million ſterling annually? Our 
own military eſtabliſkmert over and above, cof the na. 


tion at leaſt two millions and a half per annum; and to this 
vaſt expenditure, may be added unknown ſums for jobs, the 
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peculation of Contractors and other retainers. A ſerious 5. 
load indeed! And pray, what does the nation reap from Nia 
all this in return? If this meaſure is not intended, it is 0 
at leaft calculated, to alienate the minds of the ſoldiers = U 
from the citizens, by keeping them detached, as a dil. e 
tinct claſs of men; whence they may come ro be prepar- 0 fo1 
ed, if not ſo in ſome degree already, to act againſt the gal 


people in whatever manner their tuperiors may pleaſe, WI"... 
Even in France, in its moſt deſpotic Rate, the ſoldiers I. 
were inliſted only for a ſhort and defined period, at the e 
expiration of which they could demand their diſcharge, el by 
in order to return to their immediate connections and re- W”> 
ſpective callings in life, and intermix with the reſt of the the | 
people. Thus were they prepared to take an active part, a nat 
not in ſubjugating their Country, or binding the chains WI 
of their fellow ſubjects the faſter; but in emancipating ““ 
both from the bondage and tyranny of their old political “““ 
fyllem in church aud Rate: whereas, had they been inliſted nick: 
_ for life, like ours, and quite detached from the mals of {W** * 
the people, by being formed into a profeſſion perpetually be | 
diftn& from them, and precluding all ſocial intercourſe 2 
with them, the old deſpotie government of France would I““ 
have ſtill ſurviyed in all its vigour. 
Reaſon, common ſenſe, and the Bill of Rights + allow, . 
that every member of ſociety ſhould have it ia his power to % 
defend himſelf and property on any emergency; and of ” 
courſe, that he ſhould be allowed the means of defence, I“ 
which would entirely ſupercede the neceffity of ſtanding 
armies, where offenſive war, or foreign conqueſt, both of 
which are to be reprobated, is not the objeR. But ſhouldthe 
moſt worthy and patriotic citizens keep arms, and be train- 
ed to their uſe, they would be treated as per ſons dangerous 
to the peace of ſociety, if not as rebels. If ſo with the 
ſubjects in general, it is ſtill worſe with a certain deſerip - 
| 7 tion 


+ « That the ſubjects which are Proteſtants, may have arms ſor 
their deſence,”” &c. Bill of Rights, Art. 7. 
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fon of them. It is well knbwn, that even when the 
Country was in imminent danger, in conſequence of a for- 
nidable rebellion raiſed in its boſom, the Engliſh Diſſen- 
ters, by taking up arms for its defence, and the ſecurity 
of the reigning Family, expoſed themſelves to heavy pe- 
xalties, and lay at the mercy of any one that might chule 
to proſecute them; till Parhament was pleaſed, in their 
widom and cl-mency, to paſs an act of abſolution in their 
favour! What more could be required for their ſecurity, 
had they even attempted to diſturb the Government, or 
gerturn the Conſtitution? And are they not well reward- 
ed for their zeal and loyalty, by being (till branded with 
gal diſqualifications, and treated as aliens or ſtep- child- 
ren in the ſtate? 

The molt material, aud even fatal changes, both in the 
government aud conltitution of a kingdom, may be effect- 
el by means apparently inadequate; which, notwithſtand- 
ug, may be ſure though flow in their operations; whence 
the greater need to watch and guard againit them. 
That prudent axiom applies here with full force, 
& principiis obſta, - oppoſe and check the very firſt ap- 
karunces of evil, The levying new troops and aug- 
nenting the old, together with the erection of Bar- 
neks in inland towns, (a meaſure attended with dan- 
ger to the community, and vaſt expence) though under 
the ſpecious pretext of ſupporting a war, declared by 
ich authority to be juf and neceſſury, and ſuppreſſing a 
ſpirit of ſeclition, which is ſuppoſed to be fermenting a- 
nong the people, may yet prove the engine of inſlaving 
the Country, ſhould Heaven permit, and making our Go- 
rrament in future as arbitrary as ever was that of France. 
Tie wiſeſt and beſt means Rulers can uſe to prevent dif- 
content and {edition among the people, is to turniſh no 
pretext for them by their meaſures : for while ſubjects 
oe honour and obedience in things lawful, governors are 
bound to avoid every thing that may tend to provoke 
them to wrath. The reign of popular anarchy, however 
nuch to be deteſted and guarded againſt, muſt, in the na- 
lure of the thing, be of ſhort duration; for it will ſoon 
Gee its own deſtruction or cure: but the influence of 
vrong meaſures in Rulers, and the deſpotiſm theſe are 
alculated to produce and ſupport, though more —_ 
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and regular in their operation, are yet more permanent 
and dangerous in their conſequences. Both are to be 
dreaded, and cautiouſly avoided; but the one never to he 
attempted as a remedy for the other: for we muſt not do 
evil that good may come. 

The oppoſers of reform conſider the preſent eriſis, a; 
one of them is pleaſed to expreſs himſelf, as frongly mart. 
ed by a baneful ſpirit of diſcontent and innovation, as abſur; 
and unreaſonable in itſelf, as it is dangerous and deſirufive in 
its conſequences. Hence it is inferred, “ that it ſeems in- 
cumbent on every true Friend of his Country to fland 
forth in defence of her cauſe, and counteract, with all 
his might?” what they are pleaſed to brand as /editiou; 
principles, * which are certainly not more inimical to the 
mtereſts of the State, than to the happineſs and comfort 
of the individual.” They tell us of diſcontent and in- 
+ ovation, but the query is, Do they take the moſt pro- 

per ſteps to remove or prevent theſe? Do they not pre- 
ſeribe a corroſive inſtead of a remedy? Such charges, of 
which ſome are very laviſh, are evidently levelled againſt 
thoſe who with for reform in the State; and, it would ſeem, 
meant to bring odium on them and the cauſe which they 
have eſpouſed. But they ſeem not to advert, how eafily 
they can be retorted upon themſelves. Let the candid 
judge, who are the greateſt innovators, thoſe that are 
daily making inroads on theConſtitution of their Country, 
by innovations which it neither warrants nor recognizes; 
and ſome of which, to uſe their own language above, are 
abſurd and unreaſonable in themſelves, and dangerous and 
deſtructive in their conſequences, not leſs inimical to the 
trye intereſts of the ftate, than to the happineſs and com- 
fort of individuals; and alſo ſuch as applaud theſe mea- 
- ſures, and are determined to defend and {ſupport them, 
be the reſult what will: or thoſe that legally petition for 
fuch reform of the abuſes that are allowed to exiſt, 3 
may reſtore the Conſtitution to its primitive ſtate and e. 
rergy, and happily prevent ſuch dangerous innovations in 
future. To tell us, that the cauſe oppoſed to the refor- 
matium of theſe, is the caſe of our Country, and entiticd 
to the warm ſupport of every true friend to its intereſt, is 
in effect to palm upon the Public a groſs falſehoode for i 
is the cauſe only of thoſe who have an intereſt 1n pu 
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tmatiog theſe abuſes, which produce conſequences ſub- 
cerſive of the peace and proſperity of the Country in ge- 
neral, and form a monſter in its boſom which is daily de- 
couring its vitals. Solomon ſaid of a certain claſs of men, 
en they ſpeak you fair, believe them not; for there are ſeven 
abominations ta their heart: and is there no reaſon ta fear 
that ſuch fair ſpeeches, as they are calculated, ſo may be 
intended, to veil ſomething that cannot undiſguiſed bear 
the Iight? 

If diſcontents really exiſt, is this the only rational and 
conſtitutional mean of ſuppreſſing them? Muſt not every 
new departure from the Conſtitution tend rather to cheriſh 
theſe, and to furniſh additional arguments for their juſti- 
fication? How abſurd and inconſiſtent the conduct of 
ſome men, who ſeem to have a purpoſe to ſerve, and to be 
more anxious to ſupport a ſyſtem that promiſes to reward 
their zeal, than to promote the real intereſt of their Coun- 
try! To accompliſh this, they bawl out perpetually againſt 
mnovation, French principles, levellers, republicans, and what 
not? while the ſyſtem they eſpouſe and defend, owes its 
very exiſtence, and preſent magnitude to innovation, and 
a wide departure from the Conſtitution, as eſtabliſhed at 
the Revolution in 1688;—a Revolution they at the ſane 
time affect to celebrate in the moſt fulſome ſtrains, for 
reaſons beſt known to themſelves. With them to adhere 
to the Conſtitution, is innovation;—to ſeck reform, by 
peaceable and conſtitutional means, of thoſe evils that 
threaten its very exiſtence, and have already preycd up- 
on its vitals, is branded as an attempt to overtirow it, 
and effect a total Revolution in the ſtate; — with them, to 
talk of men poſſeſſing rights as members of civil ſociety, 
and having claim to a voice in the election of thoſe who 
have power to aſſeſs their property, and enact laws that 
may affect their liberty and their life, is ſtigmatized as 
preaching up French principles, and attempting to reduce 
this Country to a ſtate of anarchy and confuſion! And 
yet, ſtrange to tell, theſe very men arrogate to them- 
ſelves an excluſive claim to patriotiſm, and would be 
thought to be the only firm friends of their country] To 
erery attentive obſerver, however, the ears of the aſs, as 
in the ſable, muſt appear from under the lion's ſkin: for 
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ſuch colouring cannot long make black ſeem to be white, 
and white black, even to the moſt ſuperficial thinker, 
Miſrepreſentation, calumny, and falſchood may indeed 
impoſe for a time upon the credulous and unexperienced, 
but cannot always ſupport a bad cauſe, nor ſecure the 
character of patriots to thoſe who are ambitious of acquir. 
ing it by ſuch means. 
evils of conſiderable magnitude exiſt in the ſtate, 
and claim ſpeedy reform, we are aſſured on the reſpe&- 
able authority of ſome members of the very Houſe of 
Lords. Inu the courſe of the debate on the Debtor and 
Creditor bill, Lord Rawdon ſaid, That 20,000 at 
leaſ were confined for debt in England one. He pro- 
feſſed his aſtoniſhment, that miſchiefs ſo great ſhould have 
been permitted to exiſt for ſuch a length of time, as ap- 
peared upon good evidence to have exilted in conſequence 
of the law reſpeQing arreſts for debts ; from which, 
he added,) infinite maſchiefs, and cruel hardſhips have ari- 
en, to the utter ruin of induſtrious manufacturers, ar- 
tiſts and labourers under their misfortunes, not fault.” 
Were theſe remarks conſtrued into a libel on the Conſti- 
tution, tho? they clearly point out the neceſſity of re- 
form in ſome of our laws? Of the vaſt number men- 
tioned above, is there no reaſon to ſuppoſe that many 
have juſt ground to complain, that their liberty as Bri- 
tiſh ſubjects is too little reſpected - that the good of their 


Country, and connections, which their enlargement might 


promote, is in this inſtance entirely overlooked? 
Certain Bills lately brought into Parliament by ſome 
ſervants of the Crown, ſeemed too plainly to indicate a 
diſpoſition unfavourable to the liberties of the ſubjectf; 
for in what other light can we view an attempt to place 
the native rights and liberties of Britons, in a certain caſe 
that may often occur, in the ſole power of an individual, 
who was not to be in that particular reſponſible for his 
conduct, while no room was left for complaint or appeal? 
Should we ſee the right of communicating our thoughts 
on ſubjects deemed intereſting tothe community, and indeed 
do all mankind, invaded, and the venerable character of Juſ- 
* FRE | tices 


4 Of this nature was the Alien bill in particular, at leaſt in the 
ſtate in which it was introduced to the Houſe. 
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ices of the peace converted into informers, and degrad- 
ed into ſpies, without any ſpecific rule by which to-re- 
gulate their judgement and conduct; have we no reaſon 
to think our liberties in danger? Should ſelf. inſtituted ſo- 
cieties, ſupported by wealth and influence, preſume in any 
inſtance to arrogate and exerciſe the rights of the ſupreme 
executive power, over their fellow ſubjects, would not this, 
taken in connection with the meaſure chiefly animadverted 
on in this paper, and others of equal notoriety, afford 
an unfavourable ſymptom? | 

On the meaſure of Barracks, a noble, honeft, and inde- 
pendent Senatorremarks, (Lord Gage, Deb. Com. 11.388.) 
« There is one thing fatal above all others, that muit be 
the conſequence of ſo great a body of troops being kept 
on foot in Britain, and will be (mark his expreſſion, ) te 


finiſbing ſtroke to all our liberties. As the towns in Britain 


will not be able much longer to contain quarters for them, 
moſt of thoſe who keep public houſes, being nearly ruin- 
ed by ſoldiers billeted on them; ſo on pretence of the ne- 
ceſſity of it, barracks will be built for quartering them, 
which will be as ſo many fortreſſes with ſtrong garriſons 
in them, erected in all parts of Britain, which can tend 
to nothing but by degrees to ſubdue and inſlave the king- 
dom. But if ever this ſhould be attempted, it will be 
incumbent on every true Briton to endeavour to prevent 
it by all methods; and as it would be the laſt land that could 
ever be made for our liberties, rather than ſuffer it to be put 
into execution, it would be our duty bodly to remonſtrate, 
and never to deſiſt, till our liberties were ſecured, and the 
authors of sur intended ſlavery, brought to condign puniſbment. 
Are the fears of this noble Lord now ſo far realized, and 
fall the cautions and advice they ſuggeſted have no weight? 
If we are in no preſent danger on this head, it mult be 
owing. more to the goodneſs and watchful care of Hea- 
ven, than to modern men or meaſures. Indeed, our long, 
deep and criminal concern in the degrading traffic of ſlaves 
may be juſtly requited in Providence by the inthralment 
of ourſclves and our poſterity: for the Judge of all the 
earth often writes the fin of a people in the mode and 
means of puniſhing it; who once ſaid in a fimilar cafe, 
Kro of a ſurety that that Os whom they ſball ſerve ”_ 
. | 


( 196 ) 


Tjudre: and afterwards fball they come out with great /iljlanrs, 
It is evident, that nothing but a wiſe and timely reform, 
in our moral and political conduct, can ſave this Country; 
and as theſe have a mutual and neceſſary influence aud 
ſubſerviency, thoſe who oppoſe either in preſent circum. 
Aances, let them pretend what they will, and uſe what 
mode of reaſoning they pleaſe, to keep themſelves and 
friends in countenance, cannot merit well of the Com- 
munity by ſuch conduct, whoſe enemies they in effect are; 
and the event may ſhew that they deſerve to be ranke! 
with ſuch. When we conſider the nature of war in ge. 
neral, and the calamitous fruits of the preſent impoliti 
war in particular, both to ourſelves and our enemies, witl; 
the vaſt preparations making both by ſea and land, 2: 
home and abroad, that may eventually deluge the earth 
with blood, and ſtrew it with human carnage, (for 8. 
daughter of men is the only end yet gained) one is al- 
molt tempted to adopt the requeſt of the Royal Pfſalmid, 
leaving it to Heaven to judge of, and diſeriminate cha- 
tacters; Let God ariſe, let his enemies be ſcattered: let them 
alſo that hate him flee before him. Rebuke the company of ſpear- 
men, the multitude of the bulls; ſcatter thou the people that de 

bt in evar;—war, which like a ſtorm of hail, mingled 
with blood, and fire, and vapours of ſmoke, ſcatters ar- 
rows, fire-brands, and death; yet are there ſome who ſeem 
to think all this but ſport, and others who can find their 
pleaſure in the horrid ſcene! | 


„. -o... 


TO THE KING. 


NM it pleaſe your Majeſty, 
\ V E, your aN affectionate and loyal ſubjects, the 


underſigned Merchants, Manufa&turers,. Traders, 


and- other Inhabitants of the City of Glaſgow, and its 
| Neighbourheod, humbly beg leave to approach your 
Thrane in the preſent awful and alarming criſis. ; 
We ſce cur manufactures ruined, our commerce daily 
. declining, and miſery and poverty making rapid progrels 
rough the nation. We daily ſce thoſe involved in ruin, 


who, 
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who, by an unwearied courſe of ſucceſsful induſtry, had 
every reaſon to believe that they were ſecure, not only 
in a competency for themſelves, but in an ability to do 
good to others. Thouſands of our fellow-citizens are al- 
ready out of employment, and it is feared that thouſands 
more will ſoon be crying for want of bread. —At a time, 
like the preſent, when l is ſo ſcarce, and provifions 
are fo much advancing at home, we view, with ſerious 
concern, ſuch vait fums of money, and great quantities 
of prov ſions ſent cut of your Majeſty's dominions.—We ' 
fee! ourſelves engaged in a war which we deem the cauſe 
of all theſe calamities, and which, in our opinion, will 
be unprofitable in the event. We behold nothing in the 
continuance of the war but accumulation of debt, of mi- 
ſcry, and of bloodſhed; the avowed purpole for which it 
was undertaken, being now accompliſhed, as the enemy is 
already driven from the territories of your Majeſty's Ally. 

We beſeech your Majeſty, therefore, to take theſe 
matters into your ſerious conſideration, and mtreat that 
the ſword, now drawn, may be ſheathed without the far- 
ther effuſion of human blood. 

We addreſs your Majeſty, as the Father and Protee- 
tor of your people, and humbly requeſt, that you will 
vſe your beſt endeavours to reſtore to your dutiful ſub- 
jects thoſe bleſſings which Peace only can give, and by 
which alone the efforts of our labour and induſtry can be 
lucceſsful+. 


Glaſgow, Fuly 1, 1793. 
R 3 Ma 


+ To the Petition, of which the above is a copy, 2 conſiderable 
number have daily adhibited their names ſince the ſubſcription was 
opened, many of them indeed reſpectable in point of rank, wealth 
and character. Seeing the reſtoration of peace on honourable terms 
in an object of vaſt moment to all Europe, and conſtitutes the gene- 
ral wiſh of this nation in particular, ſhovild not the inhabitants of o- 
ther places imitate an example fo laudable? Even allowing we 
might not be ſo happy as to ſucceed in our application, tho' we 
ſhould hope otherwiſe, we will at leaſt exonerate our own con- 
ſcience, and waſh our hands of the innocent blood that may be ſhed 
in the unhappy conteſt—a conſideration which merits the attention 
of the friends of war: for Heaven bath declared that blood can be 
purged only with blood. 

For ohr conſolation under the misfortunes conſe quent upon this 

, diſaſtrous 
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Ma. WHARTON's SPEECH 
; . Sas 
CONSTITUTION, 
MAV 31, 1793. 
7 59 7 Tut MORNING CHRONICLE. 
— 


Ma. WH ART ON roſe to make his promiſed mo- 
tion. We heard, he ſaid, on every ſide, of the glo- 
rious Revolution in 1688, and of the Conſtitution, 
as ſettled at that glorious Revolution. It was a note 
which he had always liſtened to with pleaſure, and 
he repeated it himſelf with rapture. But what was 
the rational foundation of our ſatisfaction at the re- 
collection of the glorious Revolution? It affurcdly 
was not, that the poſſeſſion of the throne, and the 

regular 


diſaſtrous war, we are indeed perpetually told that our enemies are 
in a much worſe ſit uation that they are torn by internal diſſenſion 
and anarchy, and falling almoſt daily in thouſands a facrifice to their 
combined enemies, while theſe gain the moſt brilliant advantages, 
with very inconſiderable loſs. Allowing this to be a fair ſtatement 
of fats, what conſolation can it yield to a humane mind that re- 
gards all mankind as fellow creatures, and the offspring of the ſame 
univerſal Parent? Can ſuch real evils counterbalance our own 
loſſes, and repay the vaſt expence of blood and treaſure which we 
may incur? If there are who can deem the calamities oi 26 mil- 
ons of Frenchmen, and the blood of ſo many myriads of them, a 
ſufficient compenſation for all the miſeries we ourſelves can endure 
by, and in conſeqnence of this war, who would not ſay of them, 
My foul, came not thou into their ſecret; unto their aſſembly, —mine Nanour 
be not thou united? But the above is far from bcing a juſt reprelen- 
tation, as time will ſufficiently ſhew, tho' it may now paſs current. 
With reſpect to the operations and effects of the war, and the inter 
pal ſtate and reſources of our enemies, we are continually amuſed 
with ſuch a detail, as appears from a variety of circumſtances to 
conſiſt of little elſe than falſehoods or exaggerations; while gur own 
ſituation and oſſes, are carefully concealed or miſrepreſented. The 
longer this artiſice ſucceeds, the more terrible the conſequence. 
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rezular hereditary ſucceſſion to it, were at that time 
diſturbed and interrupted. It was not that we ex- 
pelled one king and ane family, and appointed another 
king and ancther family in their room. The neceſ- 
ity of ſuch changes wis, at all times, to be dzplored; 
and the events themſelves could only be juſtified by the 
xeceſity. The only rational foundation of our appro- 
bation of that Revolution mf be, that at that time 
ſuch principles were confirmed, and ſuch wiſe and 
wholeſome proviſions made for ourconſtitutional fecu- 
rity and happineſs, as might prevent all future neceſ- 
ty for a femilar Revolution. Whoever approved of 
that Revolution declared at the ſame time, that the 
con!titutional proviſions then obtained were wiſc and 
wholeſome; that they were 4v2rthy objects of a na- 
ti nal ſtruggle; that they not only 7u/7;Fed refiftance, 
but made it meritorious; and that they were cheap y 
purchaſed at the price of all the blood that was thed 
upon the occaſion, as well as the dethronement of a 
guilty king, and the extirpation of hi; gruilz/eſs fami- 
ly, But an approbation of that Revolution went till 
farther. It declared, that if, by any means, —b 
force or by fraud, by violence or by corruption, theſe 
wholeſome and neceflary conſtitutional proviſions 
ſhould be taken away or fraftrated, the ſame objects 
would again juſtify the fame national ſtruggle, and 
the ſame extremities, unleſs they could bt recovered 
and re-obtained by more gentle, more peaceful, and 
therefore more happy means. 

He aſſerted, (and ſaid he viſqued nothing by the 
afſertion, for no man would be hardy enough to de- 
ny it, and he pledged himſelf to prove it in a Com- 
mittee of the Houſe,) that all that was valuable to the 
people of this country, all the proviſions which were 
ſtipulated to ſecure the peace and proſperity, the in- 
dividual liberty, and the general property of the 
people of this land, had all been, ſince the Revolu- 
tion, taken away—All! | 

He muſt intreat the attention of the Houſe for a 


very 
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very few moments, whilſt he very briefly brought 
back to their recollection what this country eſtabliſh. 
ed by the- Revolution. Firſt, To avoid all future 
miſtake, and that the contract between Prince and 
People might be clearly underſtood, the Revolution. 
iſts began by altering the oaths of the contraCting 
parties. They altered the coronation oath for all fu. 
ture ſovereigus in this realm; and they altered the 
oath of. allegiance for themſclves and for all fiture 
ſubjects. They cut up by the roots the damnable 
doctrine of aide obedience and non-refiflance, by em. 
phatically ſpecitying and ordaining the following words 
of their former oath, iſt W. and Mary, ch. 8. “ 
declare that it is not lau ful upon any pretence whats 

ever to take up arms again the King,“ &c.. &c, 
ſhould not from thenceforth be required or. enjoined, 

It was not fo much to reliev> the conſcience of the 
ſubjects that theſe words of their former oath were 
ſelected, recited, and abolithed; for no oath of ſla- 
very ever did, or ever will, or ever ought to bind a 
nation or an individual. It was fom«thing worſe 
than perjury or ſacrilege to keep an oath of {lavery, 
This alteration was made to prevent the future ſove- 
reigns of this country from being milled, as the four 
preceding ſovereigns had been, to truſt to a ſenſeleſs 
ſuperſtition about Royalty, which tho' many perſons 
for their intereſts have profeſſed, no man of common 
ſenſe ever entertained. 

Their next care was to provide for the due admi- 
niſtration of the Executive Power, and the reſponi- 
bility of its confidential adviſers. They therefore 
enacted that, 12th William III. chap. 2.“ All mat- 
ters and'things relating to the well-governing of this 
kingdom, which are cognizable in * Privy Council, 
ſhall be ſigned by ſuch as ſhall adviſe and conſent to, 
the ſame;”-Thereby guarding, as far as laws could 
guard, againſt that accurſed engine of deſpotiſm, a 
Cabinet Council, or that more accurſcd inſtrument, 
an Interior Cabinet. 

Their 
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Their attention was next directed, to the double 
repreſentation of the people; the only poſſible fecu- 
rity for all other provioſins--their Repreſentatives in 
Parliament, and their Repreſentatives in courts of 
Juitice—the Houſe of Commons and Juries. They 
paſſed over untouched, an! left as they found them, 
the Nobility and the Church; they were conſidering 
the ſolid and ſubſtantial parts of the conſtitutional e- 
diuce, and did not much concern themſelves about 
the gilding and the varniſh. They therefore proceed- 
ed to eſtabliſh the principle of a fair and free, and 
ſrequent election of the Repreſentatives of the Com- 
mons in Parliament, as might be ſeen by a reference 
to the Acts paſſed in the firſt and ſecond, and third 
vears of William and Mary, | 

And having thus, as they imagined, provided for 
the real election of the repreſentative body in Parlia- 
ment, they ſecured the independence and integrity 
of that body after its election, by enacting, that— 
No perſon who has an office, or place of profit un- 
der the King, or receives a penſion from the Crown, 
{hall be capable of ſerving as a Member of the Houſe 
of Commons.“ 12 W. III. ch. 2. 

Having thus ſecured the purity and independence 
of the people's repreſentatives in Parliament, they 
proceeded to the other important branch of their re- 
preſentation by jury; and they decreed, that juries 
ſhould be fairly taken, without partiality, and ſhould 
act freely without influence, it W. and Mary, ch. 
2d.— They alſo decrced, that,exceſhve bail ſhould not 
be required; that exceſſive fines ſhould not be im 
ſed; and that illegal and cruel puniſhments ſhould 
not be inflited; and to ſecure thoſe objects, they or- 
dained, that thenceforward' the Judges' commiſſions 
ſhould be made, “ quam diu ſe bene geflerinth; and 
that their ſalaries ſhould be aſcertained and eſtabliſh- 
ed,” in order to make the Judges independent of the 
Crown. 12th W. III. ch. 2. | 

Now, all theſe proviſions, (the objects and conſe- 

quencea 


$ i. e. So long as they acted in character. 
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quentes of the glorious Revolution,) would have no 
value; they would be nuzatory and worthleſs; they 
would bg a mere mockery; uleſs they were effectu. 
ally to obtain and fecure to the people of this iſſand, 
thefe three important points: Firit, an honeit and 
reſponſible exerciſe of the Fxccutive Authority. — 
Secondly, Real, independent, and faichful Repre- 
ſentatives of the Commons in Parliament. —Thirdly, 
a fair and impartial Adminiſtration of Juſtice in the 
Courts of Law. We, who had no predilcQion 
for any family whatever, (except as connected with 
theſe objects) in the words of our Anceſtors at the 
time of the Revolution, did now again,---* Claim, 
demand, and inſiſt upon all theſe as our undoubted 
Rights: the true, ancient and undubitable rights and 
lIiderties of this kingdom.” 1 W. and M. ch 2, 
If then, by various means, it happened, (as be 
aſſerted and undertook to prove in a Committee of 
this Houſe) that this proviſional reſponſibility of the 
Privy Council no longer remains; that the election 
of the Houſe of Commons is, neither\fair nor free, 
nor frequent; that this proviſional independence of 
its Members is gone, and that the Houſe at preſent 
ſwarms with“ Perſons having offices and plates of 
profit under the King, and receiving from the Crown?” 
That Juries are not fairly and impartially taken; that 
they do not act freely and without influence; that ex- 
ceſſive bail has been and may be required; that ex- 
ceſſive fines may be and have been impoſed; that i- 
legal and cruel puniſhments may be and have been 
inflicted; that the Judges are not independent of the 
Crown; that penſions may be and have been granted 
to ſome of them; and that lucrative offices oay be 
and have been conferred upon others: by which 
means it cannot be ſaid that their ſalaries are aſcer- 
tained and eſtabliſhed. | | 
If theſe facts were ſo, he held it to be the duty of 
all thoſe who, without hypocriſy, praiſed the Revo- 
lution, to endeavour to return us again to our con- 
8 | | ſtitutianal 
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fitutional ſituation at that period, and to recover the 
loſt or neglected proviſions, that ſo we might eſfec- 
tally ſecure to ourſelves and to our poſterity, what 
our anceſtors ende avourcd, at the Revolution, to ſe- 
cure to themſelves and to us. 

He concluded with moving, “ That a Committee 
be appointed to inquire, whether any, and which of 
the proviſions made by Parliament in the reign of 
William aud Mary, and in the reign of William the 
Third, for ſecuring the reſponſible exzrciſe of the 
Exccutive Authority,---for fecuring a real, and in- 
dependent, and faithful repreſentation of the Com- 
mons in Parliament; —and for ſccuring a fair and 
impartial adoviniſtration of Juſtice in the Courts of 
Lawz whether any, and which of theſe have by any 
means been invalidaced or taken away; and to con- 
ſder, whether any, and which cf thoſe loſt or inva- 
dazed proviſions may be fit to be re-enacted and re- 
placed, in order that the people of this land may re- 
cover that fituation and ſecurity in which they were 
placed by the glorious Revolution in 1688, 


For the motion 11 
Againſt it 71 
Majority 60 


N. B. To the preceding motion, and the forcible 
train of argument by which it is ſupported, no reply 
was made, nor indeed was a ſingle remark offered u- 
pon it. Could the Houſe in their wiſdom believe, 
that the motion was quite frivolous, and the autho- 
nes referred to in ſupport of it, a mere chimera, 
that they thought it unworthy of any anſwer? If they 
did, would not this be, to traduce the Conſtitution of 
their Countryas the baſeleſs fabric of aviſion, and thoſe 
that framed it as a parcel of poor filly viſionaries? Or 
was it, becauſe they found the e alluded to 
undeniable and reſpectable, and the arguments 
lougded upon them unanſwerable, that they thought 


* 
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proper to diſmiſs the whole with a ſolitary negative, 

ſhew that the omnipotent power of Parliament is 
above all authorities, and not to be . or 
Parried off by reaſon or argument? 


. 
_ ww 
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ADDRESS any DECLARATION 


. | | OF THE 
WE krps CONSTITUTIONAL SOCIETY. 


"Friends and Countrymen! 
bo E, the Members of the Socicty for Conſtituti- 


onal * n at Leeds, feel it a duty incumbent 
on us to ſtep forward with an Avowal of our Princi- 
arid more eſpecially at this Juncture, when the 

ablic Mind is agitated by the Jarrings of Faction, 
and ourſelves ſtigmatized by the unmerited Calum- 
nies of Self-intereſted Mes. 

Believe us unjuſtly repreſented as 1 of Dark- 
neſs and Plot, or inſenſible to the Beauties of our own 
conſtitution, the peculiar excellency of which is, 
that it poſſeſs in itſelf the power of improvement. 
But ſome one may aſk, where ſhall the line be 
drawn? To what extent muſt improvement be car- 
Tied? We anſwer, to the fundamental principle of 
all good Government, that of the equal right of par- 
taking in the legiſlation of the country. Every per- 
ſon who contributes to the ſupport of an inſtitution, 
. ought to have a voice in the Management thereof, 
eſpecially if his hap ern be involved in its welfare. 
Now, i ſince every contributes to the ſupport of 


. Government, ought not every one to have à vote in 

the choice of the people who have the diſpoſal of 
their property and their ALL? A Houſe of Com- 
mons ſo conſtituted would always ſpeak the real ſen- 
timents 


_ 
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timents of the Nation. Tis higly probable, alſo, 
they would gradually and peaceably reform the abu- 
ſes in Government: that taxes would be diminiſhed, 
wars leſs frequent, Monopolies aboliſhed, commerce 
extended, Arts and manufactures more encouraged, 
the laws ſimplified, and juſtice adminiſtered more 
expeditiouſly and at leſs expence: A conſummation 
moſt devoutly to be wiſhed!” | 
We are very ſorry that ſome of our fellow citizens 
ſhould be unhappily impoſed upon reſpeCting the e- 
quality contended for: tis an equality of rights, not 
an equality of property. The former is a ſacred boon 
of Heaven, which ought never to be wreſted from 
our hands; the latter a ruinous, abſurd, fooliſh and 
contemptible notion, affronting to common honeſty 
| and common ſenſe, which had not either been thought 
or hard of, till palmed upon us by wicked or foolith 
men, for the worſt of purpoſes. | 
: Remaining inattentive to the clamors of the mali- 
"W cicus, and attentive to our own deportment, we in- 
vite the Friends of Freedom in Leeds, and its vici- 
nity, to become members of. our Aſſociation, to u- 
nite with us in the common Cauſe, and lend an help- 
ing hand in ſo laudable an undertaking. 


DECLARATION. 


AS the inhabitants of Great-Britain have not the 
free choice in the electon of their Repreſentatives in 
Parliament, it being a notorious fact“, that ſeventy- 
WH three peers, ninety-four commoners and the treaſury, 

nominate and procure the return of three hundred 
and twenty members —a majority of one hundred 
aud twenty-ſeven! and a proof alſo that our grievan- 
ces are not ideal; We, therefore, pledge ourſelves to 
each other, and to all mankind, that we will, in con- 


cert with other patriotic {6cictics, uſe every lawſul 
5 8 | | 


and 
* See the report of the Committee appointed to enquire into 
the ſtate of Repreſentation in Angland and Wales, juſt publifhed, 


* 


( 206 ) 


and conflitutional mean in our Power to obtain a re- 
preſentat:on of the pureſt kind. e 
Me will ſum up our every want in the Duke of 
Richmond's own words, —“ From every day's expe. 
« rence to the preſent hour, we are more and more con- 
« vinced, that the reforing the right of voting univer. 
&« ſally to every man, not incapacitated by nature for want 
« of reaſon, or by lato for the Go of crimes, toge- 
« ther with annual election, is the only reform that can 
« be permanent, and the only reform that is prafticable,” 
« and according to Mr. Pitt's Aſſertions, © Without 
« which ( ſubſlantial reformation ) neither the liberty of 
« the nation can be preſerved, nor a wiſe and virtuous 
te adminiſtration ſecured.” We are happy to ſay, theſe 
ſentiments are exactly congenial to our — 2 
and may we not thenceforth expect ſucceſs? Then, 
and not till then, will the Leeds Conſtitutional So- 
2 relax from ſo neceſſary and important a buſi- 
neſs, 
. Reſolved, That a ſubſcription ſhall be immediate- 
ly opened, for the Diſſemination of political know- 
ledge, and that we ſhall be happy to co-operate with 
other Socities for the Furtherance thereof. 

Reſolved, [That eyery perſon admitted into this 
Society, do pledge himielt, in the moſt ſolemn and 
unequivocal manner, to recognize our principles, and 
adopt the ſame peace ible demeanor. 

Reſolved, That all of us diſavow and deteſt every 
idea of a Revolution, or in any manner diſturbing 
the public tranquillity; but as the only? prevention, 
we will preſs fora Reform, by every legal and con- 
ſtitutional mean in our poSer; not doubting to be 
Joined by every virtuous and independant _— of 

7 oo reat 


+ In Letter dated Aug. 15, 1783, to Lieut. Colopel Sharman 
of the corps of Irifh Volunteer; lately republiſhed. 8 

+ As expreſt in a hand- bill, diſtributed through the whole king - 
dom in the year 1782, by order of Mr Pitt and the Duke of Rich- 
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Great Britain, and that our efforts will be eventually 
crowned with ſucceſs. | 


By order of the SocteTY, 


April 11, 1793. 
Toszen Fix Tn, Preſident. 
Josxen NuTTER. Secretary. 


. 
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To THE : 


INHABITANTS OF THE TOWN OF SHEFFIELD, AND 
THE NEIGHBOURHOOD, 


Tur ſubject of PARLIAMENTARY REFORM has ſo 
long been the common topic of Converſation, and 
has employed for many years the pens of ſo many ex- 
celient writers, that it is but reaſonable to ſuppoſe 
the greateſt part of the Nation, who have given the 
ſubject that neceſſary degree of attention which its 
importance requires, muſt before this have made up 
their mind on the queſtion. | 

Mr Grey having given notice that he means to 
make a Motion for leave to bring in a Bill to effect 
this deſirable purpoſe on the 6th of May next, it is 
incumbent on-all the Friends and Well-wiſhers to 
the meafure, to come forward immediately, and by 
Petitions to the Houſe of Commons, ſhew what is 
the ſenſe of the People, and thereby give weight and 
efficacy to the laudable efforts of this truly enligh- 
tened and illuſtrious Patriot, in thus ſtanding up for 
the firſt and moſt valuable Rights of Britons-—-the 
procurement of a real, feHual. and complete REPRE= 
SENTATION OF THE WHOLE PEOPLE in the Commons 
Houſe of Parliament. | 

When our Anceſtors firſt propoſed Government 
by Repreſentation, it is <ertain they intended ade- 
quate Repreſentation----for no other deſerves the 
name, .or anſwers the end. Inadequate Repreſenta- 
nan in Parliament is —_— inconſiſtent with the _ 
1 2 0 
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of a free Government; for a people governed con- 
trary to their inclination, or by perſons to whom 
they have given no commiſſion for that purpoſe, can- 
not be ſaid to be free. * 

It is an eſtabliſhed maxim in all free States, that 
whoever contributes to the expences of Government 
ought to be fatisfied concerning the application of 
tae money contributed by them; conſequently, ought 
to have à ſhare in electing thoſe who have a power 
of applying their money. Besides, every man has a 

| life, a perſonal liberty, a character, a right to his 
earnings, a right to a religious profeſſion and wor- 
ſnip according to his 5 in reſpect to all 
which, the Parliament can bind him in all caſes what- 
ſoever, and therefore he is {till more deeply intereſt- 
ed in a choice of thoſe to whom this power is en- 
truſted. wh; 

Taxation and Repreſentation ought, to go hand in 
hand. The taxes impoſed by Parliament every Bri- 
tan is liable to pay his proportion of---therefore eve- 
Ty Briton ought to be repreſented. Nothing car be 
more abſurd, or more unjuſt, than the idea that a 
part of the people, a ſmall part of the People, and 
the moſt needy and ar te part of the People, 

- ſhould engroſs the power of electing Legiſlators, and 
deprive the majority and the independent part of the 
People of their right to chuſe Legiſlators for them- 
ſelves, which is the greateſt and moſt important pri- 

- mwilege the inhabitants of a free State can poſſeſs. 
It. a Friendly Society conſiſting of one hundred 
members, found that the whole power of the Socie- 
ty was engroſfed by three members, and that the o- 
thers .could obtain nothing they wanted, or in the 
manner they wiſhed to have it, could this Society 
be, with any thadow of propriety, called free? And 
yet, it will appear that Parliamentary Repreſengation, 
| on its preſent foot, is as inconſiſtent with Lig 
would be ſuch a Society. 4:28 
The Duke of Richmond in his Letter to 14 1 
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Sheriff of Suſſex, dated Whitehall, Jan. 7, 178 
ſays, „I take the grievance of the preſent ſtate of 
« leCtion to be, its groſs inequality. All the Elec- 
« tors in Great-Britain do not amount to one ſixth 
« part of the whole People, and a ſtill greater ine- 
« quality ſubſiſts in the Elections made by that fixth 
“ part; for one-ſeventh part of em elect a majori- 
« ty, ſo that one forty- ſecond part of the Nation 
« diſpoſes of the property of the whole, and have 
« their lives and liberties at command. And this 
« forty-ſecond part, far from conſiſting of the moſt 
« opulent part of the kingdom, is compoſed of the 
% ſmall boroughs, moſt of which are become either 
« the private property of individuals, or are notori- 
« ouſly ſold to the beſt bidder; ſo that the counties 
« and great cities are, in fact, as well as the great 
© maſs of the people, ſwallowed up in this ſyſtem 
« of corruption.” | 

Mr Pitt declared, on announcing his motion for a 
Parliamentary Reform in 1783, That the ſtate of 
Parliamentary Repreſentation was partial and in- 
« adequate ;- that the progreſs of an undue influence 
« was-alarming and ominous; that the true ſpirit oſ 
Liberty had decayed; that the powers which cheek 
« and control in the different branches of the Go- 
“% yernment were debilitated; that it was univerſally 
« known and acknowledged that the Houſe of Com- 
© mons had departed from the original ſpirit and. 
rules of the Conſtitution; and that the Peopte of 
England complained with reaſon and jv.ftice, that 
«. there ſubſiſted not between them and their Repre- 
e ſentatives, that ſtrict community of intereſt and 
3 which ought invariably to have 'prevail- 

He repeated the ſame ſentiments when in office, 
on occahon of his motion for a Reform in Parlia- 
weng: April 18, 1785, and ſupported it by ſuch a F 


N try g picture of the degeneracy of this part of the 


* zent, that Mr Powis accuſcd him of having f 
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pronounced “ a funeral oration on the Conſtitution of 
his country.” - 0 4 
It is preſumed, that no one will venture to ſuggeſt 
that Mr Pitt did not really believe what he aflerted 
in the Britiſh Senate on thefe ſolemn occafions, or 
will endeavour to maintain that ſuch aſſertions are 
mere declamation, znitead of the well digeſted opt. 
nion ot one of the ableſt men in the Nation. With 
whatever indifference ſuch opinions may be heard by 
thoſe intereſted to ſupport abuſes, they are certainly 
a juſt cauſe of alarm to the impartial aud reflecting 
part of the community. if. „ * 

In confirmation of the above, it appears by the 
General Statement of the Report (lately publiſhed) 
of the Committee of the Friends of the People iu 
London, that 9 
7 Peers, aud the Treaſury, return 167 
91 Commoners return 139 
17 Boroughs, not containing on an 

average 150 voters each, return N 


2611 Perſons return toſervein Parliament 327 Members 
To theſe 327 add 28, who are returned by compre 
miſes, and it will appear, in what manner ſuch a num- 
ber of the Houſe of Commons is elected, as conſt> 
tutes a majority of no leſs than oNE HUNDRED AND 
NINETY-SEVEN of the Reprefentatives of England and 
Wales! | 8 
« This majority of what are called the Repreſem- 
tatives of the Commons (it appears by the fame Re- 
rt) are returned by the 17oth part of the male ſub- 
jects of England paying taxes, even ſuppoſing theſe 
only to amount to two millions. And the partial 
diſtribution of the Elective franchife, which ſubdi- 
vides this 17cth part in 155 other parts, commits the 
choice of Repreſentatives to ſelect Bodies of Men of 
fuch limited numbers, as renders them an eaſy prey 
to the artful, and a ready purchaſe to the wealthy.” 
It further appears by the {aid Report, 


(an 


That the right of voting is reguſated by no uni- 
= or rational principle reſpecting either property 
or condition. Ihat from the eaprice with which it 
has been varied, and the obſcurity in which it has 
become involved by time and contradictory deciſions, 
it is a ſource of inf confuſion, ifigation and ex- 

nce. | 

« That the manner in which EleQions are con- 
ducted is diſgraceful to the name of free Election. 
That it is inconve dient to the Elector and ruinous to 
the Candidate; that it is a ſcourge to the honeſt and 
peaceable, and a harveſt to the diffolute and corrupt. 

That the power given to returning oſficers, too 
often (except in counties) men of extreme ignorance, 
or known depravity, added to the delay of the Houſe 
of Commons in attending to the Petitions, for redreſs, 
frequently deprives the Electors of their true Repre- 
ſentatives for years. 

That the preſent ſyſtem of Election Laws which 
proſeſſes to qualify a man for Parliament who poſſeſſes 
three hundred pounds a year, is only calculated to 
inſult the People with the ſhew of an independent 
choice, becauſc, by its operation, it diſables all, who 
have not incomes of at leaſt as many thouſands, from 
becoming Candidates. 

« Laſtly, that the length of the duration of Par- 
liaments, ſubjected to - will of the Crown, tends 
to make the ä — independent of the Con- 
ſtituent, to render him ſubmiſſive to the commands 


of theſe in Power, and to diſturb that happy union 


and good agreement between the King and People,” 
which, by our anceſtors at the Revolution, was ſo 
conſlitutionally aſſerted to ariſe * Ken frequent and 
* new elections.“ 


Seeing, therefore, that ſo ſmall * diſproportion- 


ate a number of the inhabitants of this Nation return 


Repreſentatives to bind the aue people, conſiſting of 
eight millions, in all cafes whatſoever, in Property, 
Ley, and even Life—the Friends of Reform in 


SHEFFIELD 
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SHEFFIELD and its Neighbourhood beg leave to ſub- 7 
mit the above candid Statement to the conſideration 1 
of their townſmen and neighbours, together with a 
PETITION to the Commons in Parliament aſſembled, 
praying for a Reform thereof; and to requeſt that 
thoſe who are favourable to the meaſure will ſign the 
ſame as ſpeedily as poſlible, in hopes that the wiſhes 
of the People may be attended to, and a reſtoration 
made of thoſe invaluable Rights and Privileges of 
which they have been too long unjuſtly deprived: 
| April 8, 1793. 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain is 
| Parliament aſſembled, 


THE PETITION 


| 07 the Inhabitants of the Town and Neighbourhood of 
| SHEFFIELD, | 


Sheweth, 


Tnar the Houſe of Commons is not, in the juſt 
Senſe of the Words, what your Petitioners are from 
Form obliged to term it, yiz. © the Commons of Great 
Britain in Parliament aſſembled,” not being freely e- 
lected by a Majority of the whole People, but by a 
very ſmall Portion thereof; and that from the partial 
Manner in which Members are ſent to Parliament, 
and their long Continuance there, they are not the 
cen, fair, and independent Repreſentatives of the 
«whole People of Great Britain. 45 
-Your Petitioners are Lovers of Peace, of Liberty, 
and of Juſtice. They are in general Tradeſmen, and 
Artiſicers, unpoſſeſſed of Freehold Land, and conſe- 
| gory have no Voice in chuſing Members to fit in 
arliament;—but though they may not be Freehold- 
era, they are Men, and do not think themſelves fair- 
iy uſed in being excluded the Rights of * 
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Their ALL is at Stake, equally with the Freeholder's; 
and whether that Al be much or little, whilſt they 
pay their full Share of Taxes, and are peaceable and 
loyal Members of Society, they fee no Reafon why 
they ſhould not be conſulted with Reſpect to the 
common Intereſts of their common Country. They 
think Men are Objects of Repreſentation, and not 
the Land of a Freeholder, or the Houſes of a Boroughs 
monger. | 

It is not merely becauſe heavy and grievous Taxes 
oppreſs them, that your Petitioners pray for the Re- 
form of Abuſes, which are too notorious to be de- 
nied by the moſt prejudiceds It is as much on Ac- 
count of the Application of the Money, as of the 
Money itſelf, for which they are concerned. '[hey 
hve their Country, and would contribute a Portion 
of their laſt Shilling to its Support, were they /t-re 
that every Shilling paid was well expended. Ihey 
pray alſo for the GorreQion of this Abuſe, becauſe 
they are convinced that upon it depends the Peace, 
Happineſs, and Proſperity of their Country. 

That your Petitioners wiſh the Houſe of Commons 
to become the true Repreſentative, or Judgment of 
the Commons of Great-Britain, and the- undoubted 
Guardian of the Intereſts of the People That the 
Delegates and their Conſtituents may feel one com- 
mon Intereſt, Members of Parliament ſhould be cho- 
len for ſhort Terms; and deſcending from their de- 
legated Station, mix again with the . by whom 
they were choſen. DE: 

That the Voice of the gre:t Bedy of the People ought 
not to be ſmothered by the Voice of a partial Intereſt ; 
but ſhould be fairly and fully heard: as nothing ſhort 
of this will do away that unhappy Spirit ef Diſcontent 
which ſo generally prevails in our Country; and 7h15 
dine, neither Proclamations nor Proſ:cutions will be 
neceſſary to ſecure its Tranquillity and Peace. 

Your Petitioners therefore, relying with the great- 
eſt Confidence on the Virtue of ſome, and on the 

| | Candsur, 


* 
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Candour, good Senſe, Prudence, and Juſtice of all, 


hope this honourable Houſe will take theſe Premiſes 
into their moſt {erion? Coniideration, and adopt ſuch 


PETS Fectua/ Reform in the Repreſentation of 


the Commons in Parliament, and of the Duration of 


the fame, as to their Wiſdom ſhall ſeem proper. 
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The following Apology for the late exceſſes in France, 


appeared ſome time ago in one of our news-papers, 
under the ſignature of Ob/ervater, addreſſed to the 


Editor of the Paper. 
8 IR, 


For theſe three years paſt the French have been 
ſtruggling for the preſervation of their liberty againſt 


the arms of deſpots abroad, and the treachery of a 


faction at home. Engaged in ſuch a cauſe, one 
would naturally have ſuppoſed, that the wiſhes of 
Britons for their ſucceſs would have been unanimous, 
and that in this Iſland, the boaſted ſeat of Liberty, 
their actions would neither have been miſrepreſent- 
ed nor calumniated: but that, on the contrary, any 


violence into which, from the imperfection of hu- 
man nature, they might have been led, would have 


been palliated and excuſed. To the diſgrace of my 
countrymen, the reverſe has been the caſe. They 


| Have become the dupes of a party, who have an in- 


tereſt in oppoſing the progreſs of Liberty, and who, 


by exaggeration and falſehood, have endeavoured tc 
throw an odium on the whole French nation. 'Thei 
fucceſs has been indeed great; and by the effect 
which their miſrepreſentations have had on the timid 
the ignorant, and the ſelſiſh, the tide of popular 0 
dium is now ſtrongly directed againft the French. 
Cruclty and infidelity are held up as the principa 
characteriſtics of that nation, their exceſſes and thei 


diſſenſions are greatly exaggerated, while every praiſe 


worth 


EC Bug > 


worthy action that they have done, is, if poſſible, 
concealed from the public eye. Thele crimes, which, 
[| own, they have in ſome degree been guilty of, I 
regret as much as any manz but at the ſame time, I 
am convinced, that they are owing to cauſes, which, 
in a great meaſure, leſſen their criminality. It may, 
Hir, be conſidered as an axiom in politics, that the 
character of a nation is ſormed by the nature oſ their 
government and religion, and not by any thing pe- 
culiar to the climate or the ſoil. To be convinced 
of this, we need only reflect on the preſent, compa- 
red with that of the ancient inhabitants of Italy and 
Greece. The latter, animated with the noble ſpirit 
of Liberty, poſſeſſed courage, hoſpitality, indepen- 
dence, and a love of their country: but the former 
are ſunk even beneath the level of other nations. 
Their minds, depreſſed by deſpotiſm and ſuperſtiti- 
on, are inſenſible to every noble idea; and, in ever 

reſpect, they are the reverſe of their anceſtors. Suck 
then are the effects of a government upon a people; 
and if we reflect upon the nature of the old French 
government, we ſcarcely can expect that the nation- 
al character can be good. The people are taught, 
not a reſpect for virtue and talents, but for titles and 
wealth. The grand Monarch, tho' a fool, was the 
god of every Frenchman, and his glory their greateſt 
boaſt. Their oppreſſors, the nobility, were conſi- 
dered as beings of a ſupetior order; and an avarici- 
ous and hypocritical clergy were a approached with 
the higheſt reverence and regard. By the example 
of a luxurious court, all ranks were corrupted, and 
ſrivolity and diſſipation were the leading features of 
the nation. Such a people, convinced of the wretch- 
edneſs of their ſituation, and of the abſurdity of the 
opinions by which they had been ruled, could ſcarce 
de expected to preſerve moderation in their reſent- 
ment againſt thoſe to whom they had ſo long been 
dupes, and by whom they had been ſo ſeverely op- 
preſſed. 
58 | From 
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From thus reflecting on the character of the French 
nation, produced by the nature of their old govern- 
ment (while at the ſame time, the people, from the 
nature of their education, were left unreſtrained by 
religion) we find lets ſubject for wonder in the ex. 
cefſes they have committed, If with this we take 
into conſideration what they have ſuffered, and how 
much they have been betrayed by thoſe to whom they 
have committed their defence, we may even be ſur. 
priſed at the moderation they have preſerved. © 

I may alſo obſerve, that from prejudice many are 
diſpoſed to-magnify the enormity of any popuhar vio. 
lence. They will hear, almoft without any emotion; 
of ten thouſand lives loſt in a battle, the wretched 
victims of Royal pride and ambitien, whilſt the 
death of a comparatively ſmall number of perfons, 
. facrificed to the juſt vengeance of an injured people, 
will ſtrike them with the utmoſt horror. But ad- 
pang the cruelty of the French in its fulleſt extent, 
is the Britiſh hiſtory entirely free from ſtains of a fi- 
milar kind? In the Houſe of Commons, the orators 
on both ſides, with a few exceptions, ſeem to have 
endeavoured to ſurpaſs one another in abuſing the 
whole French nation. Notwithſtanding we have 
been fo liberal of our cenſure and abuſe, Ca afraid, 
that to an impartial eye our records will app--r diſ- 
ed to as great a degree with fimilar crimes of 
which the French are accuſed. The long continued 
perſecution. of the reign of the Second Charles, and 
the Seventh James, the dcliberate maſſacre of Glen- 
coe in that of our glorious deliverer William, the 
many. defenceleſs and innocent victims of the rebel- 
lion in favour of the Pretender, after it was ſo cruſh- 
ed as to give no farther ground of apprehenſion, and 
our ſtill later tranſactions in India, equal, if they do not 
{ſurpaſs in treachery and barbarity, any of the enor- 
mitics committed in France. With little propriety, 
therefore, can we accuſe the French; with {till |els 
can we conſider it as the operation of the F 
: oO 


. -—- 


” r e 


mh, — 


— 2 


. ; 
they have adopted, as with juſtice we might ſay, that. 
the maſſacres of Glencoe, &c. was te reſult of our 
Conſtitution, ks modified at the Revolution; or that 
the murders in India were the neceſſary effects of our 
preſent happy eſtabliſhment. _ 4 
I have thus endeavoured to apologiſe for the vio- 
lions of which the French have been accuſed, and 
every, benevolent man would with to ſee” them com- 
plerely excuſed, by imputing them to their proper 
cauſe, the nature of the old government- With 
reſpect to their _mfidelity, it has certainly been ex- 
agycrated to an extravagant degree : but ever-allow- 
| ing it to exiſt,” it may. ſtill admit of conſiderable ale- 
ation. Shocked with the abſudities of the Church 
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of Rome, and with the ſcandalous lives of its prieſts, 
unacquauited with the Proteſtant faith, which, from 
the perſecution and degradation it laboured under, 
could but tardily be diffuſed among the higher ranks, 
with the well known propenſity of our nature to run 
from ont extreme to another, it is not even to be 
wondered at if their learned men have carried their 
ſcepti. m to exceſs. But this is an excuſe which 
cannot be urged for the infideliry fo prevalent in our 
land, and when we ſee Atheiſm, at leaſt in its prac- 
tical form, almoſt univerſal among the higher ranks, 
we can with little propriety accuſe the French of this 
crime. > F 
I can no conclude this vindication of the French 
with a pleaſing reflection. The cauſes to which theſe 
e were owing arg removed. Ihe reign 
of Deſpotiſm in France is now no more. The peo- 
ple are made acquainted with their, importance in So- 
ciety; and that Rate of wretchedneſs and dependanee, 
ſo unfavourable to che exerciſe of the human facul- 
ties, is fled, © The people are now relieved from the 
bond, of ſuperſtition. Popery, unſupported by the 
civil magiſtrate, will now fall under the weight of its 
 foily and error; and Proteſtaniſm, now not depreſ- 
* exert the energy, of truth, and in no long 
| 3? , 
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time will completely eſtabliſh it. Ar ſuch innova- 

tions, alth”* they may be attended with ſome tem- 
porary evils, the heart of every good man will re. 
joice: The Philoſopher will exult in the deſtruction 
of Tyranny, which always retards the progreſs of 
truth; the Philanthropiſt will r 
pation of twenty-four millions of his fellow creatures, 


from oppreſſion, 1gnorance, and miſery; and the 


Chriſtian will return thanks to his God for the down. 


fal of ſuperſtition, and for the removal of theſe cauſes 


Which have ſo long obſtructed the propagation of 


the Goſpel of Peace. 


— 


2 


N. B. Since the note ſubjoined to the Glaſgow pe- 
tition, page 196, was written, ſomething appeared 


in certain newſpapers, apparently with a view to 
- expoſe the friends of that meaſure to public ridicule, 


Yet admitting the truth of what was in theſe aſſerted, 
there is reaſon to believe there are ſtill in that city 
many, reſpectable for wealth, rank, and character, 
whole humanity would induce them to ſubſcribe a 


_ petition, the object of which is to reſtore peace to 


our difirefled Country, and relief ta many thouſands 


who ſuffer by preſent meaſures. Were it not that ſo 


many of thoſe who are leaſt able ro bear it, ſuffer by 
theſe meaſures, perhaps the belt way would be to 


let them take their courſe, perſuaded they will in all 


probability ſoon prove their own chaſtiſement, and 


afford their. authors and abettors abundant cauſe of 
_ regret. To ſhew upon what frivolous grounds ob- 
jections againſt popular meaſures are raiſed, I need 


only inſert a paragraph which appeared lately in one 

of our newſpapers, as introductory to the Paiſley 
Petition for Deacs. n 72 
© MEETING AT PAISLEY. - 

The following paragraph appeared in our paper of 

1 85 4 


orice in the manci- 
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« A general meeting of the inhabitants of Paifley 
was on Saturday laſt; by authority of the Magiſtrates, 
held to deliberate on the moſt proper mode of apply- 
ing ſome temporary relief to the great number of 
puor tradeſmen at preſent out of employment in that 
placez which humane buſineſs being concluded, the 
declining ſtate of trade and univerſal diſtreſs of the 
country became the ſudbject of diſcuſſion, when the 
meeting was 3 of opinion, That the ruin- 
eus War in which Britain is now engaged, is the 


ſol: ſource of the preſent very great and ineteaſing 


calamatiesz and that an humble petition to his Ma- 


jeſty, praying, that a ſpeedy concluſion may be put 


to it, would be highly proper at this time. A com- 
nuttee of twenty-one was accordingly appointed to 


prepare the fame for ſubſcription, and manage the 
uſineſs with as much expedition as its importance 
required.” 


The above is inſerted in the rden Herald of | 
Wedneſday laſt, with ſome alterations; t 


— 


terial of which is, that theſe words, By order FA 
the Magiſtrates,” are ſubſtituted in place of, By 
authority of the Magiſtrates.” After quoting the Ga- 
zetteer.in this unfair manner, there is added:“ In 
contradiction :o the above, the Town Clerk of Paiſ- 
ley has given the following ſtate of facts in the Glaſ- 
gow Courier.“ | : 

“ can aſſure you, Sir, that no application to the 


above effect was made to our Magiſtrates; that when 
they ſaw the advertiſement in the papers, they cauſed 


the ſtricteſt enquiry to be made to. find out the au- 


thor ; and they even wrote to the publiſher of the 


Gazetteer, to know who authoriſed him to inſert 
ſuch a thing, but as yet have not received any ſatiſ- 
factory information. Our Magiſtrates, in the moſt 
poſitive manner, diſavow any authority given by 


e moſt ma- 


them to call the above meeting, which, in the way 


repreſented, ſeems calculated to inflame the minds 
af ſober citizens againſt the meaſures of Govern- 
ment.“ N C 


7 
F 
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Upon enquiry, we find, that 2c meeting wwos leld 
by permyſſion bf the Prineipal Magiflrate of Paiſley; it 
leaſt, fo far as it regarded the applying relief to tradeſ. 
men out cf employment. Whether the ſubſequent 
buſinefs reſpectiug the petition ſor peace received the 
Iinction of any Magiſtrate, we do not pretend to 
fay, and the paragraph alluded to by no means in- 


ſimnuates that it did. 


It is in no way ſurpriſing, that the public ſpirit of 
the inhabitants of Paiſley ſhould give offence to the 


Rerugſian Corps, nor that the vehicles of miniſteriat 


flander ſhould endeavour to diſcredit a meeting of this 


kind. We infert the petition for peace below, and 


the unprejudiſed will judge, whether there is any. 
thing in it, or in our paragraph, refpeCting the 
mretmg in which it originated, that ſeems culeulated 
to inſtame the minds of ſober citizens againſt the mea- 


* 
fures of Government? | 


Wie did not undertake our Journal with the view 


of beſtowing undiſtinguiſking cenſure, or unmeriged 
praiſe, upon either men or meaſures, and we hope 
that their countrymen will no longer aſeribe to the 
Magiſtrates of Paiſley that patriotifm and humanity, 
which they ſo anxiouſly diſclaim,” - + 

« Here follows the petition referred to above; and 
by the moſt authentic private accounts from that 
quarter, we are aſſured that the gloomy picture drawn 
in it of the preſent ſtate of the town in queſtion, and 
the ſame is the cafe with other places, is far from 
being overcharged.“ ; | 
= PETITION FOR PEACE. 

FO THE KING. | 

| May it pleaſe your Majeſly, J 
WF, our Maj-ſty's moſt dutiful and a ſſectionate 


fubjects, the Merchants, Manufacturers, Traders, 
and other Inhabitants of Paiſſey and its Neighbour- 


, hood, 
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hood, humbly beg leave to approach your Majeſty in 
the preſent awful and alarming criſis, to make known 
to your Majeſty the multiplied grievances under 
which we labour—that we are at this moment lan- 
an Henna the molt heavy and diſtreſſing cala- 
mity,' the terrible conſequences- of which, if not 
ſpeedily; remedied, no human comprehenſion can 
calculate, or pretend to ſet bounds to. We ſee with 
the deepeſt concern our trade ruined—public credit 
exhauſted—every article of ſubſiſtence raiſed to an 
extravagant, and almoſt unprecedented price; and 
our commerce and manuſuctures, by which alone 
there could-exiſt a poſſibility of ſupporting ſuch ac- 
cumulated hardſhips, thackled and ſunk to wretch- 
edueſs, while our country is bereaved of its blood, 
treaſure and proviſions, to feed-and nouriſh the very 
Evil that threatens to complete its univerſal ruin. 
Enigrations. from every quarter are daily taking 
place, and nothing deters vaſt. numbers from aban- 
doning their native country for ever, but want. of 
means to carry them hence. Our long and expen- 
five purſuits after thoſe improvements, by which our 
manufactures: had attained to ſuch unrivalied perfec- 
tion, have now: been. waſted in vain —thouſands of 
induſtrious individuals, with their helpleſs families, 
deprived of every mean of. ſubſiſtence, and reduced 
to the molt pitiable and forlorn ſituation, are rep 
in hopeleſs poverty, without the moſt diſtant proſ- 
pect eb relief from the faſt approaching horrors of 
abſolute want. 2 ys 

Fully convinced that the preſent unhappy and 
ruinous. Wer is the ſource. of all theſe inſupportable 
miſeries - that nothing but the ſpeedy re- eſtabliſn- 
ment of Peace can ever reſtore our manufactures to 
the late proſperous and flouriſhing ſituation from 
which they were ſo unhappily precipitated, and 
when the ſole avowed purpoſe, for which, on our 
part, hoſtilities were commenced, is now fully ac- 
compliſhed, when our enemies are driven from the 
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dominions of your Majeſty's ally. Our manufac- 


tures and proſperity verging on ruin, and when no- 


thing but a long, difmal period of bloodſhed, deſo- 
lation and expence, preſents itfcli to our view, we 


Cannot look forward without the utmoſt horror and 


larm to the continuance of ſuch dangerous and de- 
Feuttive meafures—meafures, we humbly appre- 
hend, calculated only to ſwell: the tide of human 
ſlughter, to ſhut up every reſource: of trade and 


commerce, to weaken and diffolve that mutual af- 
* feftion, which alone can hind the ſubject to his ſo- 


* 


vereign, and to hurry to the moſt dreadful extremes 


a ſtarving and deſperate people. 


"$4 Wwe, therefore, your Majeſty's moſt faithful ſub- 


— * 


jects, deeply affected with theſe alarming proſpects, 
and haymg no other hope of relief but from the hu- 
manity and benevolence which. have ever reſſded in 
your royal boſom, humbly beg to lay this our diſ- 
trefſed ſituation b. fore your Majeſty; as the kind 
riend and patron of your people: Jo implore your 
ee to take the ſe melancholy n into your 
merciful confideration—to have pity on the many 
thouſands in this place, who are finking under the 


moſt deplorable calamities; and, in your gracious 


wiſdom to ſee meet, that a ſpeedy concluſion may be 


put to the preſent lamentabie war, the exiſting cauf: 


of all our ſufferings; that the earth may no more be 


- wantonly drenched with the blood of our fellow-ſub- 


jects, but the terrible engines of deſtruction reſigned 
tor the more bleſſed inſtruments of peace that our 
country may once more reſume her former ſplendor 


and proſperity, and a grateful and affe ctionate nation 
perpetuate to poſterity 
merciful interpoſitionmn. | 
And your. Petitioners, as in duty bound, ſhall ever prey. 


its Sovereign's timely and 


c The following Paragraph, reſpeQing the Glaſ- 
ow Petition for Peace, appeared in the Morning 
Chronicle of "Auguſt ich, from luch the Reader 
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can judge of the candour and liberal conduct of 2 
certain claſs of men on the preſcnt ogcalion. It is 
allowed ia place here as a anker vindication of what 
is aſſerted in a note to that petition reſpecting the 
numbet aud character of thoſe who ſubſcribed it. 

„The Committee which conduck the Glaſgow 
Petition for peace have publiſhed a ſtatement, in 
which they convict their antagoniſts of calumny, ſo 
ſhimeleſs as would make any one but an inquiſitor 
bluth. Theſe worthy deputies of Mr. Reeves char- 
ged them with having given no intimation of their 
intention to petition but by anonymous hand-bills. 
The fact, however was, that application was firit 
made to the Lord Provoſt, to ſummon a public meet» 
ing, which he refuſed: and the petition was after- 
wards advertiſed in the newſpapers before any hand- 
bills were ifſued reſpeCting it. * 

To put an end to all affected and pretended doubts 
reſpecting the ſenſe of the majority of the people of 
Glaſgow, the Friends of Peace have again offered to 
put it to the teſt of a fene meeting; a challenge 
which the inquiſitors thought fit to decline. The 
inquiſitors even deſcended to the unavailing mean- 
neſs of bribing the loweſt agents employed in circu- 
Jating the Petition, without being able to buy from 
them any colourable {lander. More than one perſon 
who ſuborned or feigued ſignatures among ſo many 
thouſands they have not ventured to mention; and 
he gives them the lie. But were the charge againſt 
him true, what would it amount to? Is the folly or 
villainy of one to deſeat the exertions of thouſands? 
'The moſt corrupt governments have, in that caſe, an 
eaſy mode of ſuppreſſing the moſt clear and reſpect- 
able expreſſions of the public voice. A Miniſterial 
Agent has only to inſiuate himſelf among the pe- 
titioners to commit frauds, zo take care that they fhall 
be detected, and their detection ſhall throw ignominy 
on all the other ſabſcribers, and defeat the whole 
purpoſe of the. Petition.“ J the above may 2 f 


- 
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add? Is it not a little ſurpriſing that the profeſſed dif; 
; 3 the Prince of Peace, who Pe RI the 
- Peace-makers bleſſed, ſhould be at ſuch pains to avoid 


1 all imputation of having any hand in ſo good a work? — 
| + *'Io thoſę who are thus indifferent about the effuſion h 
- of human blood, the Moſt High may. juſtly give hi 
blood to drink, having found them worthy. Tho' x 
=. the ſparing of the blood of Frenchmen ſhould not be 10 
worth a wiſh; yet ought we to feel fome compaſſion 65 

for our fellow ſubjects, and our Allied friends, n.y- 
riads of whom may be yet ſacrificed, ſhould the un- WW 1 
happy conteſt. be much longer protracted? Have we "4 
forgot the Ametican war, and its conſequences? 4 iſ 
rightecus man is merciful to his beaſt. | . 
IV An EXTRACT. _ 4 
THE enlightened Mr Hall has the following judi- r 
- cious obfervations in his Apology for the freedom of b 
the Preſs. © The real danger to every free govern- i 
ment is leſs from its enemies, than from ize!f. Should 8 
it reſiſt the moſt temperate Reforms, and mantair — 
its abuſes with obſtinacy, imputing complaint to f 
faction, calumniating its friends, and ſmiling on its L 
flatterers; ſhould it encourage informers, and hold. v 
out rewards to treachery, turning every man into a T 
Spy, and ervry neighbourhood into the ſeat of an 7 
Inquiſition, let it not hope it can conceal its Tyran- 0 


ny under the maſk of Freedom. "Theſe ate the a- 
venues thro' which deſberiſm muſt enter; theſe are 
the arts at which Integrity ſickens, and Freedom 
turns pale r 
The permanence of every government muſt depend 
upon opinion, a general perſuaſion of, its excellence, 
which can never be increaſed by its aſſuming a vin- 
dictive and ſanguinary e hile it is the ob- 
jet of che people's approbation it will be continued, 
And to fupport it much beyond tha: period, by mere 
©  -. forte and terror, would be ane were it juſt, 
Auck "unjuſt were it poſſible. © The 1aw* hath amply | 


wy - 
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provided againſt overt acts of ſedition and diſorder, 
and to ſuppreſs mere epimons, by any other method 
than reaſoning and argument, is the height of tyranny. 
Freedom sf thought, being intimately connected with 
the happineſs and dignity of man, in every ſtage of 
his being, is of ſo much more importance than the 
prefervation of any conſtitution, that to infringe the 
former, under pretence of improviryg the fitter, is to 
ſacrifice the means to the end, | 

When the public diſcontents are. allowed to vent 
thewſelves in reaſoning and diſcourſe, they ſubſide 
into x calm; but their confinement in, the boſom, is 
apt to give them a fterce and deadly tir cture. The 
reaſon of this is obvious. As men are ſeldom dit- 
poſed to complain till they at I-aſt imagine them 
telves 11yjured, ſo there is no injury which they will 
remember fo long, or refent fo deeply, as that of 
being threatened into filence. This ſaems like adding 
triumph to oppreſſion, and inſult to injury. The 
apparent tranquility which may cnſue, is dcluſive 
and ominous; it is that awful filings which nature 
feels, while ſhe is awaiting the diſcharge of the ga- 
thered zempeft. There is a buoyancy in the public 
mind, which the moment an unaturat preſſure 1s 
removed, ſeldom fails to riſe up with an irroſſtible 
force, and terrible majeſty! It is the prerogative of 
one Being alone to“ held the winds in his fi. 

To the above juſt remarks may be added, that 
proſecutions for political diſquiſitions, under the 
character of ſcdaion, is the direct way to produce 
the very thing they are intended to counteract and 
preyent. 1hcſc engage the attention of the Public, 
excite a ſpirit of inquiry reſpecting the cauſe; aud 
tho* the effect may not immeciately appear, yet time 
will diſcoyer that they are the mean of ſowing à ſeed 
which cannot long, be ſmothered. The term ſedi- 
tion is vague and undefined, different perſons aſſix- 
ing different ideas to it as may ſuit their own opi- 
mou or purpoſe. At preſent in Pruſſia, SIRE 
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and Ruſſia, to diſapprove of and condenm'the con- * 
Auct of their reſpective Courts, in reference to Po- i 
land, will no doubt be counted ſedition by thoſe in Ml <. 


power. The conduct of our forefathets in attempt- f 
ing a Revolution in 1688, would doubtleſs be ac- 1 
counted ſcditious in the extreme by the adherents of H © 
the-exiled monarch, tho? their own folly and obſti- 11 
nacy brought matters to ſuch a paſs; but unluckily MI - 
fo. them, by that time they were reduced to a compa- R 
tatively fmail minority. In all flat's where a ſpirit 5 


of coriuption and yenality once unhappily prevails, 
every attempt to detect and expoſe them will be 2 
counted ſeditious by all thoſe Who live upon the: MW © 
ſpoils of the public, and their partiſans; tho? theſe 
public vices have been ever found pernicious to na- 

tional viitue and proſperity. For ſimilar reafous, the 0 
preaching of the goſpel, and the reprehenſion of vice, 

- . .arreligion and atheiſm, is ſedition in. the ancient and 
extenſive. kingdom of Satan; and muſt meet the 
frown, and excite the moſt active efforts of his in- 

_.. -fernal majeſty to counteratt and ſuppreſs it. Hence 6 

tme old cry of his agents, theſe men that turn the 

- evorld upſide dawn, are come hinber alſo; and hence 

| they were accuſed every Where of ſedition, and de- 

ſtegus upon the government, like their maſter, when 

__ their only object was to enlighten aud reform man- W 1 

J 


kind. 1 
© FRIENDS % COUNTRYMEN, 
"PERMIT me, before I conclude this Trad, to ad- 

dreſs a few things to you, to which the preſent awful 
„ciriſis demands our attention- Whatever reception 
>... thele ſheets may find, and howfoever ſome may differ 
in opinion reſpecting the ſubjects animadverted on 

| in them; yet they have ſome claim to a calm hear- 
ing, and ſhould. be rejected or received fo far . 
8 : 5 7 4 


( 227) 


ey diſagree or agree with truth, juſticę and equity, 
to the deciſion of which they arc ſubmitted. {he 
object e ge in view was the accurſed trade in 
Slaves; which is ſtill unhappily carried on under the 
ſunction of the Britiſh Legiſlature, to the increaſe of 
our national guilt and my and the acceleration 
of national judgments: but the inattention to that 
ſubject which now prevails, and the preſent alarm- 
ing ſtate of Europe, and our own nation, perhaps as 
a juſt puniſhment of that trade and our inattention 
to it, led to animadvert on other ſubjects. I am not 
conſcious to myſelf of being actuated by one ſingle 
motive in writing and publithing thi. tract, but u hat 
aroſe from a concern for the intereſts of virtue and 
religion, and the honour and continued proſperity of 
theſe lands, with which the honour and ſtability of 
the Throne, and of every branch of the Legiſlative 
and Executive adminiſtration, are inſeparably con- 
nected. Should any call the truth of this in queſ- 
tion, I would only i It is a {mall thing to be jud- 
ged of man's judgment, where the benevolence- and 
uprightneſs of our motives are known to Him who 
has acceſs to inſpect the moſt latent ſprings of hu- 
man action. To man belongs to judge only by out- 
ward appearance, or viſible facts: but it is the pre- 
rogative of Heaven to ſearch and judge the heart. 
Did 1 think publiſhing theſe ſheets to the world could 
have any tendency contrary to. that ſpecified above, 
or inconſiſtent with it, I wou'd be the firſt to com- 
mit them to the flames. The ſubjects treated of ap- 
peared intereſting, peculiarly fo in preſent circum- 
itances, and it is thought will appear ſo to every one 
that views them with coolneſs aud candor; for truth 
and wiſdom will always approve themſelves to their 
children when ſo viewed. May I be then allowed te 
expreſs myſelf in the words of one who was once a 
member of the Houſe of Commons : I claim the 

brat . « privilege - 


+ John Trenchard, Eſq; The Reader may ſee in 2 Collection 
of tracts by that gentleman, and a Thomas Gordon, Eſq; one en- 


— 


EX; = 
«- privilege of a free-born Briton to ſpeak or write 
& my mind impartially and openly, upon which my 
* own or my Country's Liberties are concerned, 
* whilit there is no Jaw to forbid me: and much 
* more ſo, When what I have to ſay is in vindica- 
tion of the Laws and Conſticution.in being;” and 
I would add, in vindication of the laws, and moral 
vernment of the Almighty. | 1 
| A mere-politician traces public events, whether 
proſperous or adverfe, only to their natural or ſe- 
condary cauſes: but a Chriftian is taught to riſe 


| higher in his views, and teſolye them to the will and 
over-ruling providence of the Almighty Governor 
among the nations. The adverſe events of that pro- 


vidence, he views as the chaſtiſement of Heaven, 
juſtly incenſed at human crimes. He ſees in them a 
_ call to repentance, and, if not regarded and impro- 
ved in this light, a prelude to miſery and deſtruction, 
He is convinced, from the equity of the Divine ad- 
miniſtration, the expreſs declarations of Scripture, 
and the hiſtory of mankind in every age, that nati- 
- onal fins will infallibly procure national ealamities;— 
convinced that tho” Heaven may long exerciſe pa- 
tience towards a diſobedient and rebellious people, 
that yet the period of retribution will come, when a- 
. buſed patience ſhall give place to the dread execution 
of juſtice, awfully incenſed in conſequence of for- 
mer lenity and reſpite. Are there not ſigns of the 
times, as our Divine Lord terms them, which an- 
nounce the near approach of this, if not its actual 
accompliſhment in part? "That a people may arrive 
at ſuch a ſtage of vice and inſidelity as to make them 
blind to, or diſregardful of theſe ſigns, appears but 

| | . | | too 


* ö 2 5 
tiled Standing Armies incam ſiſtent with a Free Government, and 
_alſo a ſhort Hiſtory of Standing Armies in England and their eſ- 
ſectsz how they graduelly aroſe from 2 few Life-guards to their 
preſent formidable ſtate, and were often the inftrument of deſpotic 
power in oppreſſing the people. The author had notfeen theſe 
1 r kc he had wrete his thoughts on ſtanding armies, &c. 
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too evident ſrom the conduct of the Egyptians in the 


days of Moſes, and of the Jews in the time of Jere- 
miah, and towards the period of the final overthrow 


of their polity by the Roman armies. - Other natione 


hive trode in their ſteps, till anvolvett in a ſimilar 
fite; and is there no reaſon to fear that Britain is at 
this day copying the fatal example At no time are 
peopſe nearer ruin than when-maſt ſecure; or leaſt 
apprehenſive of their guilt and danger. ' 


To form a proper eſtimate of our moral charaQter | 


and profpects. as à nation, it would be neceſſary to 
advert to our national privileges, and our national 
ſins; the deliverances wrought for us as a people, 
and the returns we have made. Our privileges have 
been great and numerous, and at the ſame time of 
jong continuance, perhaps beyond any other: nation 
under Heaven; and the deliverances wrought for us 
in Providence have been ſeaſonable, important, and 
more in number than can be recounted. Let any 
{iy if we have made ſuĩtable returns, if we have been 
careful to abſtain from that abominable thing fin 
which God hates; and to practiſe that righteouſneſs 


which exalteth 'a nation. We have been alſo often . 


viſired with national chaſtiſements; yet have deſpiſed 
the chaſtening of the Lord, and lent a deaf ear to 
his ſolemn admonitions aud reproofs. _ At this mo- 
wentheis pleading an awful controverſy with us, aud 
yet how few are taying it to heart, or aſcrihing it to 
the proper cauſe? When we are engaged in, a war 
with a powerful nation, which hath already well 
nigh ruined our commerce, and brought want and 
v retchedneſs on thouſinds, lately in comfortable cir- 
cumſtancesz a war which is daily adding to the ſeri- 
ous load of our national debt, and ſending .myriads 


of the human race 8 to eternity, while none 
e 


can prefume.to define confequences ; is not all 
this to be viewed as a token of the Lord's diſpleaſute 
againſt Britain on account of our ſins? What is the 


cauſe of all the diſcontent; diviſions, and animoſi- 
nn Tt * 7. A ne 
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tles that take place among us, particularly in reſpe&: 


to the intereſts of the Public at large, and the ma- 
nagement of their affairs? What the prophet ſaith, 


ſeems verified at preſent in our nation; Through 


the wrath of the Lord of hoſts is the land darken- 
e ed, and the people ſhall be as the fuel of the fire: 
te no man ſhall ſpare 
thete is much resſon to fear that what another pro- 
phet adds may be too applicable to ourſclves; © The 
* time is come, the day draweth near, let not the 
« huyer rejoice, nor the {cllex mourn: for wrath is 


ce upon all the multitude thereof,” Ezck. 7. 12.3 


that is, upon all ranks and deſcriptions of men in the 


nation: becauſe all have finned, corrupted their ways, 


and offended the Lord their God. May not ſuch as 
have underſtanding, and their Chriſtian ſenſes exer- 
ciſed in any meafure, difcern in the figns of the 
times awful tokens of God's anger appearing againſt 
us as a nation, and body politic? for the diſpenſa- 
tions of Divine providence, whatever ſome may flat- 
ter themſelves and others, bear at preſent a very me- 
lancholy and threatening aſpect towards theſe lands. 
That ſuch apprehenſions are not the mere reſult of 
chimerical fears muſt appear too evident from the 
molt ſuperficial ſurvey of our public conduct; if we 
take reaſon, ſcripture, and the experience of other 
nations for our guide. _ 1 

Tho' it hath become faſhionable of late to decry 
Re at heiſin . and reproach a whole people on ac- 


count 


mk 40a... | P 
. - +, That profanity and Atheiſm are nat whelly of foreign growth, 
and to be found no where but among our ol enemies the French, 
a from tos many ſpecimens of theſe among ourſelves. Thc 
Habe! have been lately aſſured, thro' the channel of our newſpa- 
- pers, that the magiſtrates of ove of our principal tuwns, which u- 
\ fed to be noted for regard to religion and decency of manners, had 
appointed a band of fingers to perform in their prefence that proſti- 
tuted air God ſave the King, immediately after Divine ſervice, 
in the. place devoted to public worſhip!! Many who ſat ſilent while 
their Maker's praiſe was — were obſerved to ji with alacrity 
ig the chorus, as if loyalty to their Prince required con» 
„ A temty 


& 


his brother,” Iſa. g. 19. And 
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count of it; can we ſay that all ranks with us are 
exemplary for a due regard to the inſtitutions of re- 
ligiow both in public and in private? Ho do wany, 
| | 7 A ey teighh) efpecially 


tempt of their God, Ts this polite and loyal reformation? for in 
this mede many who would be counted people of note and ſaſhion, 
and the beſt affected to their King and Country, ſhew themſelves 
diſpoſed to attempt reform; tho', by the bye, this is aping the athe- 
iſtical Freneh pretty well! What a daring inſult to the King of 
heaven in a place appropriated to-his ſervice! Will our King, in 


his perſon, family and government, reap much benefit from a = 


prayer thos prefented by unhallowed lips, allow ing the ts 
to be the very paragons of loyalty, if loyalty can dwelFwitharan 
{on againſt God? Put the prayers and impreeadions of forme. 
equally efficacious, with regant to their obxcQs, "tho": both com- 
butse to their own deſtruction. me” | VIE. * 1 
The ſons of infidelity and pride have their own, 1 
fog their loyalty; and well for them ö 

. we view theſe magiſtrates 


have not acceſe to | 
the k en, and an orvament and bleſ- 
fing to their country, he can autboriſe and witneſs the proſtitution 
of a Divine ordinance'to the praiſe of a fellow mortal, be be ever ſo 
great and reſpeitable, and thatat a-vime and plac: which muſt en- 
hance the exgrotmipa? - Hoch not God faid that he will not give 
his glory to another, bat he ig jo of hithonour? It yas when 
Herod was celebrated ze a id,! wed pleaſed with the in- 
cenſe, that Heaven agreſted Jang® i by a. tbathſorfre 
and incurable di | the facred hiſtorian, © Immediately 
* the ungel of the Lord ſmote him, becauſe he gave not God the 
- * glory: and he was eaten up of worms, and gave up the ghoſt.” 
The death of many aha worm may be owing toa fingilar cauſe. 
How ſoon can God deyrade the moſt dignified of martals! and 
what a leſſon to all ſycophants to beware how they encroach on the 
|honronrs of Deity in cheir fulſome adulation of thofe in power + 
When ſubjeRts.convert their prayers for kings and thoſe in autho- 
rity into groſs flatteries, and profane; praiſes, or into frothy mirth 
and unmeaning compliments over their cups; tho' this may paſs 
current for loyalty among men, and ſecure the favour of the ob- 
jects of their ſervile praiſes, we venture to ſay, it is the direct way 
to bring down the writh of Heaven both on them, and the land 
over which-they preſide. ö 
If we have been bad prior to our engaging in this war, as a 
proof that we are not growing better ſince, tho' our affairs both at 
home and abroad wear a very ſerious aſpet, we need only advert 
ts hat the London papers have aſſured us, namely, that che 11th 
current, being the Lord's day, was wholly taken up in embarking 
from Woolwich, ſtores, cannon, powder, &c. for attacking Dun- 
kirk! Perhaps we think, according to the common proverb, the 
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eſpecially in the higher circles, treat the name, the 
day, and the worthip of that God who made and up- 

holds them? What can we think of thoſe who are 
rpetually exclaiming againſt irreligion and atheiſm 


in others, and telling us that our holy religion is in 


extreme danger from French principles; while them- 
ſelves are perhaps known to profane the name of 
God, turn their back upon his ſanctuary, treat do- 
meſtic and perſonal devotion with contempt, and 
give a looſe rein to their worſt paffions? All are a- 


theiſts ii the ſight of God who in works deny him; 


and fuch atheiſts abound every where even in Bri- 


tain. Can they once ſuppoſe he will be thus mock- 


ed, and that they ſhall not hereafter reap as they now 
fow? Is an oath regarded among us as a folemn op 
peal to Deity, and never adminiſtered without © 
vious necetity? Are thoſe who makes ſueh appeals, 
always careful to make them u truth, in judg ment, 
and in righteouſneſs, as God pa. ri perſuaded he 
will not hold thoſe guiltleſs who in any form take 
his name in vain? Heaven knows, and Britain ſhall 
infallibly know in the day of viſitation, how much 
the very reverſe is the caſe. Are our young peo- 
- = pe ple 
better day, the better deed. Phe growing profanation of that portion 
of our time which ought to be deemed facred to God, and de vot- 
od to his fervice, and the groſs contemꝑt and proſtitution of the 
ordinances H religion, which are to be ſeen every where, efpoci- 
ally in be higher ranks of life, afford a fad ſymprom of our deep 
degeneracy, and a dread preſage of our approaching ruin. How 
conſiſtent hen our exclamations againſt French atheifr tt 
But are our allie better qualiſiod, and more entitied to act the 
part of Heaven's executioners, in puniſhing thoſe who are infected 
- with his contagious diſeaſe ? Have bot the papers alſo told ut, 
that or the-fictt Lord's day after taking Valeticiennes, Priuce de 
Cobourg g ve orders far maſs to be ſaid in the forenoon, and a play 
to be acted in the afternoon | Are theſe the men whom the God of 
heaven will deliglit to honour? But they will aps plead; that 
ke ill doubtleſs give thema tolera: iun to combine the ſynagogue 
and ſervice of Satan, with his own teig ple and worſhip, and that 
-even.on hisown day, as a reward of their zeal againſt Frenth a- 
thoiſ m and irrcligion. Can meu commit no tresfon agaifift He- 
ven or is this confined to a certain deſcription F "SS 
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zie of both ſexes noted for purity of manners, and 
ſobriety of conduct? Do the wedded of all ranks: 
exemplify the duties of conjugal fidelity and aſſec- 
ton? Alas! the records of Doctors Commons can 
teſtify that our males are not all Joſephs, nor our fe- 
males ſo many virtuous Lucretias. Are our forces 
by ſea and land the ornament, defence and bulwark . 
of our Ifle, in point of true honour, virtue and pie- 
ty, as well as in reſpect of martial courage and prow- 
eſs? Too many circumſtances concur to prove, that 
the very reverſe is notoriouſly the fact. All the black 
catalogues of ſins, againſt which the wrath of God is 
denounced in his word, and hath been often reveal- 


ed from heaven in his Providence, are to be found 


among us, attended with peculiar. aggravations. 
Of the poor, what vaſt multitudes are ſunk in ig⸗ 


norance and vice, drinking up iniquity. as the thiſty 


ox drinketh up the water! But ſhould we ſay with 
the prophet, /urely theſe are poor, 1hey are foaliſh : for | 
they know not the way of the. Lord, nor the judgment of 
their God. I will get me unto the great men: for they 

have tuo tun the way of the Lord, and the judgment f 
their God: may we not add with him? but theſe have 
altogether braken the yoke,, and burt the bonds, Jer. 5. 
4, 53 Tea, the hand of the princes aud rulers hath been, 
chief in this treſpaſs. What. guilt have we contract- 
ed in our foreign dependencies, which is not forgot- 
ten before: God? Boch the Eaſtern and Weſtern re- 
gions of the world can bear witneſs to our crimes, 
and their calamitous effects. Our long and deep 

concern in he Slave trade a trade in its every ſtage 
replete with enormous guilt and diſgrace, and now 
peculiarly aggravated, is laid up among the treaſures: 
of the Almighty againſt, the day of battle and war. 


The rejection of the Bill brought lately, into Pa lia - 
ment, to prevent in future ohr ſupplying foreign 


markets with ſlaves, hath filled up the meaſurg of 


our. iniquity on this head; and, _ have reaſan to, 
avenge the wrongs of char, 
oppteſſeck 


ug. 
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tear, determined Him to 
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oppreſſed people more immediately by himſelf, when 
the tranſgreſſors in that traffic, and all that rake part 
with them, ſhalt find it afearful thing to fall into the 
bands of that God with whom is terrihle majalty. 
Of chis we may reſt as fully aſſured, as tho“ we ſaw 
his vengeance already executed upon them: for he is 
a-God of truth and juſtice, and is not flack concern- 
ing kis threatenings, as ſome men count. Thence, 
and from capital crimes at home, ſuch as Duels and 
Child-mutder, being ſuffered to paſs unpuniſhed, the 
land is polluted with blood; 224 the God of truth 
hath declared, that it cannot be purged but with 
blood, Num. 25. 33. In all the wars in which we 
have doen engaged, have we added nothing, in this 
reſpect, to the long-accumulating load'of our nation- 
at guilt? Are we ſure that Heaven is at prefent on our 
fide, and that the blood: ſhed in this war ſhall not be 
found, in the day of mquiſnion for it, in our {kirts? 
If it is not abſolutt ly neceſſary to the preſervation of 
our lives, liberties and property, or can be terminated 
with ſufety to theſe, the conſequences to theſe lands 
. wil one day be terrible; whence we may weep over 
the ſucceſs of our arms, and thoſe of our athes. 
One thing is ominous. We are leagued with fome 
of God's preateſt avowed enemies on earth, powers 
that have been oſten drunk with the blood of his 
ſaints; and for whom is referved a day of awful re- 
tribution. Even good king Jehoſhaphar of old was 
made to ſmart for joining in league, and going to 
war with Ahab, an wolatrous prince. It is a-ſcrip- 
ture aphoriſm, a companion of f2:ls, or wicked men, 
ſhalt” be deflroyed.. It would not be more falacious 
thaw dangerous to conſtrue any partial advantages we 
may gets over that nation into a token of the Divine 
tien of our conduct, and the eaufe in which 
we; are embarked, and a prelude to a final triumph ; 
for it ic more than! prubable they are only Jans the 
way for & more diſaſtrous and mortifying defeat. No 
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combined againſt France, to chaſt:fe that nation for 

their ſins; yet may he alfo make uſe of that very na- 

tion, irreligious and atheiſtical as they are, to plead 

his controverſy with their enemies; for, without a 

peradventure, the ſe are not all his friends and loyal 

ſubjects. Allowing the wickednefs of that people to 
be every whit as great as the greateſt of their enemies 
are willing to believe; yet Heaven may employ them 

to puniſh us for our ſins, eſpecialſy ove, we have 
been accuſtomed to import their worſt vices; and co- 
py their greateſt levities. Have we not been long in 
uſe to adopt from France their Deiſtical principles, 
and give Ker the right hand of fellowſhip in prac- 
tice? Theſe, with all their extravagant fopperies, 
faſhions and fooleries we tenaciouſly retain, and that 
at the very moment we are at war with them, and 

they are led to refleCt,. and in-a great meaſure aban- 
don the latter. Having ſo long made them our pat- 
tern in guilt, is it not juſt with God to make them 
our ſcourge? And indeed we have much more to 
dread from French manners, long fince naturalized: 
in our ifle, than from their arms, formidable as theſe 
are, or even from the influence of their modern prin- 
ciples. 

t we have no better ſecurity for -the continued 
favcur of the Almighty, than the wickedneſs of our 
enemies, be that ever ſo great, and our pretenfions 
to ſuperior worth and piery ever ſo ſtrong and oft 
repeated, we are building our hopes but on the fand. 
What can it avail us in the*'day of trouble and mo- 
ment of danger, that we prof to know God, and 
revere his infinite Majeſty, if yet in works we deny 
him? It merits our attention, that it was not by na- 
tions who feared God, but by wicked and idolatrous 
Heathens, that he of old chaſtiſed his profeſſing peo- 

le; for ſuch were the Philiflines, - the Syrians, the 

haldeans and Romans: © For they provoked him 
to anger with their high places, and moved him 
«© to jealouſy with their graven images. So that he 
d pered his ſtreagth into captivity, and his glory 
2 ” ö * 6 into 
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ee into the enemies hand. He gave his people over 
ﬆ* alſo unto the word: and was wroth with his inhe- 
« ritance.” The tribe of Benjamin were very pro- 
fligate and abandoned, when the Moſt- High gave 
direction to the other tribes to make war upon them, 
reſpecting the affair of the Levite's conc —_— and 
et, notwithſtanding their ſuperior ſtrength and num- 
— they were twice routed before them with great 
ſlaughter, becauſe they too had provoked him by their 
fins. But you know how fatally to the former the 
conteſt terminated. | | 
We boaſt of our power, our national character, 
our conſtitution, our commerce, our wealth, the va- 
lour and proweſs of our troops, and particularly of 
our naval force; but our glorying in theſe is not good; 
for pride, ſaid the wiſeſt of mere men, goeth beferede/truc- 
tion, and a haughty ſpirit. bejere a fall. When Babylon. 
ſaid, 1 fit as a queen, and foall ſee no ſorrcey, her total 
overthrow commenced. How ſoon can the mighty. 3 
Potentate of the univerſe humble our Fleets and Ar- | 
mies, in which we are ſo prone to glory, and indeed 
every ſublunary prop of human truſt; or employ them 
to the greater aggravation of our miſzry! How ea- 
ſily can he ſend meſſengers among —— and us, 
which no human power can arreſt, impeach, con- 
fine, amerce, or exile! To Him chere is no In- 
vincible Armada; for if he give commiſſion to his 
winds, they ſink as lead amidit the devoufing waves. 
If a people's ways pleaſe the Lord, he will make 
. their enemies to ſolicit peace with, them; or ſhould 
they invade them, © give them as the duſt to their 
„word, and as driven ſtubble to their bow.” But 
_ ſhould they provoke him to depart, and to appear 
againſt them, he can make one to chaſe a thouſand, 
and two to put ten thouſand to flight, as he ſome- 
Where threatens. And what will ze do (fays he) in 
. » The day of viſitation? ta; whom will ye fee for belp? 
Without me_they ſhall bow under the priſoners, and = 
Hall full undit the flain. As s being woll 2 
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be, and ar a tottering fence. When the Lord all 
fetch out his hand, both he that helpeth ſhall fall, and 
he that is holpen ſhall full dawn, and they ball fall lo- 
getbert Were theſe things duly regarded, our ears 
would not be ſo often ſtunned, nor our hearts griev- 
ed by fuch atheiſtical gaſconading as hath crrrently 
nppeared among us in the criſis of danger. Such a 
conduct is not more inſulting to Heaven, than per- 
nicious to ourſelves. A proper view of the ſuper= 
intending providence of God would preferve from 
ſuch vain and arrogant boafting, and the guilt and 
diſappointment reſulting from it. Whoſo is wiſe, 
and will obſerve theſe things, even they ſhall un- 
ce derſtand the loving kindneſs of the Lord :” © But 
© Yecauſe they regard not the works of the Lord, 
* nor the operation of his hands, he ſhall deſtroy 
them, and not build them up.“ | 

If the character given of the Jews in the days of 
Ezekiel, apply to ourſelves as a nation, what ean we 
expect but that a righteous God ſhowtd award to us 
their doom? “ The iniquity of the houſe of Ifrael 
and Judah is exceeding great, and the land is full 
* of blood, and the city full of perverſeneſs: for 
e they ſay, The Lord hath forfaken the earth, and 
© the Lord ſeeth not. And as for me alſo, mine eye 
© ſhalt not fpare, neither will J have pity, but I will 
recompence their way upon their head.“ © Shall 
© not viſit for theſe things, ſaith the Lord? Shall 
« not my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this?” 
Is it more than poſſible: that to all the blood already 
on our land, we are adding that ſhed on both fides 
in the preſent unhappy war? The very thought is 
alarming; but the Judge of all the earth qvill do right, 
in the day when he makes inquiſition for it: for he 
ſceth not as man feeth* Both a nation and individ- 
uals may be expoſed to the wrath of God, or lying 
directly under it, and yet neither apprehend nor feel 
it for a ſeaſon : but if they ſtill continue impenitent, 
they will be made to feel it at laſt; for it ſell mw 
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"with dais on the Bas of the avicked. ' They may for a 


time remain ſecure, {light the plaineſt reproofs and 
ee and deſpiſe the moſt awful threaten. 
denounced againſt them in and from the word 


of God: yet the time is at hand when they ſhall be 


rouſed effectualſy, and fearfalneſs thall farptile them 
for © the Lord il take vengeance on his adverſa- 
&,riesz and reſerveth wrath for his enemies, whom 


| 56 darkneſs fhall purſue,” Tho“ 4 flow-to anger, he 


will not at all acquit the wicked,” who perſiſt in 


rebellion againft him. Whe can ſtand before his 


« indignation? and. who can abide in the fiercenefs 
«© of his anger? his fury is poured out like fire.” 


Nah. 1. Except we repent, we muſt mevitably- pe- | 
rviſuh. It is only by taking ſhelter under the covert of 


Mefftah's blood. — righteoufnefs, and reforming 
our ways that we can hope the Lord will be-faveur- 


Able tb our land, forgive our iniquity as a nation; 
the flerceneſs of his anger, ang take 
wrath!” Without this, "> 


4 turn f 


 eapect, but that God ſbould plead a controverſy with 


us, till it iſſue in deſolation or utter deſtruction? 


Ob. that fnful nations and re uy 
this timely to heart! 175 

It ſhall however be well with the rightrous, who 
ſhalt be hid in God's pavilion in evil days. The 
Ford knoweth how to deliver the godly out of 
« temptations” or trials, © aud to reſerve the unjuſt 


<< unto the day of judgment to be-puniſhed” —which 


day ſometimes - overtakes them on earth, but infal- 


Hbly ſhall in the world to come. For the comfort of 


. thofe that fear God, in the profpect of temporal ca- 
1 5 — we are aſſured that“ The Lord is good, a 


< Rrong hold in the day of trouble, and he know- 
eth,“ that is approveth and n « them that 


bor truſt in him.” 

The Author hath in another ProduRin; to which 
this may be viewed as a Supplement, attempted to 
n out to his Countrymen what we have rezton 28 

a 


a 
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a nation to. apprehend from our abounding ſins, and 
our contempt of religion, and alſo tendered to them 
his moſt friendly. admonitions. He is not a little 
ſorry now to obſerve the black clouds, which he 
then ſaw collecting at a diſtance, thick condenſing 
over our heads, in all appearance pregnant with ſuch . 
a dreadful ſtorm as ſpeedy repentance and interpo- 
ſing merey alone can avert. In whatever manner his 
fellow*ſubjects may regard-ſuch ſcaſonable admanii- 
tions, he appeals to God, our immediate Witneſs, 
and commga Judge, that he hath, according to the 
meaſnre of grace vouchſafed him, given faithful 
warning in his name. He has borne teſtimony for 
Heaven againſt abounding iniquity, and doubrs nct 
Pat Meaven will ſuſtain the attempt, and ſecure to 
Him th rt-felt ſatisfacti n of having in that in- 
ſtance done his duty, let his Countrymen hear or 
forbear. 'While he forewarned of the approaching 
evil day, he daily deprecates it, and would rejoice to 
ſee our public and private conduct ſuch as to pro- 
miſe a lengthening out of our tranquility. © Behold, 
the Lord cometh out of his place, to puniſh the 
inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the 
c earth alſo ſhall difcloſe her blood, and ſhall no 
© more cover her ſlain.” His judgments are already 
abroad in the earth, but are we thence learning 
righteouſneſs, and waiting for him in the way of his 
| judgments? In our prevailing vices, and in the 
temper which we diſcover in our preſent very alarm- 
ing ſituation, we may ſec the awful harbinyers of 
deſerved judgments. They are more than blind who 
will not perceive this, and worſe than obſtinate that 
will not acknowledge it. But ſuch as will not ſee 
and hear when God threatens, be they high or low, 
rich or poor, rulers or ruled, ſhall be made to feel 
when he ſmites, and to juſtify him when he ſpeaketh 
in wrath, and clear him when he judgeth.. Many 
ferrows ſhall be to the wicked e but they that truft in the 
Lord, mercy ſhall compaſs them about. He ſhall er 
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Rem ayer red e iron, be. ſhall nal them in piece: 
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time ago, that, America would ere long become a i the pte-" 


ſent war, if not ſpeedily terminated; and indeed any perſon of 
mmon, penetration might have foreſeen this, 555 e. . 


tion the war was pr ed, Toa rupture with us and Spain, in 
preſent circumſtances, America hath the ſtrongeſt tempratioy, be- 
es tude to France for former favours: for Canada and our 
eft Indian iflands will in all probability be ber reward on the one 
hand, and the di: junction of South America from Spain on the o- 
ther; which muſt be ripe ſor a rebel, conſidering how grievous. 
and deſpotic the Spaniſh yoke-hath in that quarter been. Such an 
eyent muſt prove as rvinovs to the power and commerce of Britain, 
_ as if will ſerve to enrich and aggrandize America and her. Ally, 
y Mauy were lately laviſh of their tender of life and fortune to 
ppert the meaſures of miniſtry; but their fottune, embarked in 
ch. A _veffel, may ſoog fuffer ſhipwreck, if it has not done it alrea- 
dy, and ſhould our too juſt fears, as above expreſſed, be realiſed, 
they will not or eaſily repair it. Theirkotwatrd zeal is too 
Nkely to colt King and Country dear—to render the preſent 
doi in the annals of the Britiſh hiſtory. If to ex- 


period conſpicgt 
what ſedition nd treaſon are they guilty, who 2dviſe to mea- 
res that too apparevtly tend to degrade hate King and Coutry, 
and yet reſuſe to be admoniſhed, as if they and they alone bad the 
honour and happineſs of theſe at heart! Hard fate! to be char- 
ed with the work of crimes, for preſuming to complain of ſuch 
caſures as appear fraught with deſlruction to our Trade and Ter- 
ritory, our King and Country! Can we be loyal fubj:s, and 
Let remain unconcerned reſpeQingthe fate of theſe? © 
Lord North's adminiſtration is mMemcrable in the hi of out 
Country, ſor the loſs of America, for the laughter of at leaſt 


200,000 oh our fellow creatures on their tide and ours, and for in- 

curring- an Baſe narional+debr and mould the adopted mea- 

ſures proceed” much longer, the miniſtry and their friends may 

e N WI reign, by the loſs of e * 

encies, eveb Ireland not excepted; whence, inſtead. of cou- 
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ditional effuſion of human blood which it may ocea- 
ſion, a conſideration too litile regarded by the poli- 
ticians of the world, will not this, in all likelihood, 
annihilate what remains of our foreign trade and ter- 
ritory? Will not this do us a more material injury 
than all our.combined Allies can do us good? Our 
Enemies are united by mutual intereſt, and a ſame» 
neſs of political principles, and at the ſame time a- 
nimated by the enthuſiaſm of Liberty: but our Al- 
X lies 
tiouing to be Great Britain, we may unhappily become quite the 
reverſe. - If there is any ground for ſuch apprebevſions, do not the 
meaſnres of the day, and their probable reſult, evince the neccflity 
of reform, which will however, in all probability, come too late 
to remedy their unhappy conſequences? Some wt.o own the ex- 
treme reed of this, mike thenifclves eaſy by alledging, that the 
preſent ſyſtem may make a ſhift to ſupport itſelf and the nation all 
their days; and let poſterity ſee to themſelves: bur herein they 
may find themſelves miſerably miſtaken, un! ſe their days be very 
few ; for our commerce, and of courſe our revenue, are already 
gone, probably not to be ſoon, if ever, reſtored to their former 
ſtate 3 and without theſe, no government can be ſtrong, or perma- 
nent, Whatever the miniſter, and his friends and cotemporaries 
may think of the matter, Poſteriry will rot deem it a recommen- 
dation of his character, that he ſhould be folemr ly denonuced by 
the repreſentatives of twenty-five millions of people, as An ener y 
fo the buman ſpecies. . - rag. 
The following extract from Luther's epiſtle to Princes appeared 
iu ſome of our public papers, as conveyirg a ſeaſonable admonition 
ta the preſent ruling powers. © The people are ſtirt d up on every 
« ſide, and have opened their eyes, they will not, they cannot be 
« overpowered by force. It is the Lord who does theſe things, 
sand conceals from the eyes of Princes the dangers that threaten 
« them; nay, he will forward them by their blindneſs and violence, 
* ſo that I think I behold Germany ſwimming in blood. It is 
matter of ſerinus conſequence that preſſes on us; while fooliſh 
* Princes regard not the cauſe of the People, fo they can but ac- 
« compliſh their own mad purpoſes, and gratify their inveterate 
« animoſiries. I wiſh that Princes would decree and act with more 
« modeſty and without violence j let them conſider that the peo- 
ple are not now what they have hitherto been; and let — 
* know that the ſword of their ſubjects (Gladium domeſticum) moſt 
% afſuredly hangs over their heads.” The friendly, tho“ uncourtly 
admenition of this great and good man is expreſſed in a manner 
that would be now deemed feditious, if not treaſonable, eſpecially 
the aſtclauſe; yet we no where learn that he was ever proſecuted 
on account of it. The righteous, contiding in his God and in the 
goodneſs of his cauſe, i: bold as 4 lien. 
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lies are united 6nly by the ſpur of the moment, wick. 
out any cordial concern for each others proſperity; 
nay, do not paſt facts and experience give reaſon to 
believe ſome of them would rejoice in our ruin, and, 


did circumſtances favour them, graſp at part of our 
, as they ſeize and 
partition that of Poland? Let the candid and im- 


territory with as much eagerne 


partial judge what we have to hope for from ſuch 


friends, and to dread from ſuch enemies. The be- 


ginning of ſtrife or war, is like the breaking in of 


water. To oppoſe its progreſs may at firſt be eaſy, x 
but permitted to proceed a certain length, ir baffles 
all oppoſition, and carries every thing before it. Ile 


that ſets bounds to the ſwelling deep, alone can ſay 
to the flames of war once kindled, hitherto ſhall ye 
come, and no farther, and here ſhall all your vio- 
lence be ſtayed. Men may kindle theſe flames, and 
furniſh them with fuel; but God alone | can quench 
them, and that he ſometimes does in the blood of 
the guilty, of which they ſhould beware. 

I have thus, Friends and Countrymen, ſuggeſted 
> word in ſeaſon to you, which I pray Heaven may 


ſacceed with power, and impreſs on our hearts, thats 


it prove not worſe than in vain. Permit me to con- 
. clude with the ſalutary counſel, and ſolemn cantion 
of a true Patriot, addrefſed to the children of Iſrael, 
but no leſs applicable to us in preſent circumſtances: 
« Only fear the Lord, and ſerve him in truth with 
&« all your heart: for confider how great things he 


« hath done ſor you. But if ye ſhall-ſtill do wiek- 


« dly, ye ſhalt be conſumed, both ye and your 
* king, I Sam. 12. 24, 25. | H : 


p \ 
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A SEASONABLE ADMONITION, © | 


Once God did plead an injur'd people's cauſe, | . 
While hau zhty Egypt felt his vgugeful wrat ß; 
Let, thoſe bewate,.,wbo break th' Erernal's law, 
Who men oppreſs,—and ſcatter woes 3 Ag . f 
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As judge of all, he views with equal eye 

The deeds of men in ev'ry age and clime; 

Ard guilt draws down due vengeance from the Sky, 
Which ſhall overtake, nor fail to ſtrike in time. 


Of Pharaoh's courſe, O Britons, now beware, 
While God demands that you poor ſlaves releaſe, 
Men's rights revere, leſt he ſoon ceaſe; to ſpare, 
Who them can reſcue, and you cruſh with eaie f. 


In that proud deſpot, view oppreſſors? fate, | 
Whom Heay'n reſerves for a thrice dreadful doom; 
For woes eternal on that race await, 

Not ſeldom hurry'd to an early tomb. 


Be timely wiſe, ceaſe in ſuch ſteps to tread, 
For nature's Lord is ſtill the mighty ſame; 
His word obey, and his diſpleafure dread, 
Leſt by your plagues his juſtice he proclaim. 


Beware, ye Britons, leſt your foes increaſe, 

Your Guardian God deny his needfuł aid; 

Leſt when too late, you prize the means of peacet, 
From your proud ſummit i in debaſement laid. 


Purſve not war, leſt war your ruin prore, 
Whoſe arts deſtructive ſerve the aauſe of hell. 
A God of peace is the great Pow'r above, | 
Who cheriſh war muſt their own mis'ries ſwell. 


Tho? earthly pow'rs ſhould with you all conſpire, - 
If you decline in virtue's paths to tread, 

Theſe ne'er can ſcreen from the Almighty” 8 ire, 
Our Ally he, what foes have we to dread? 


What ſtate can proſper having Him their foe, 
Their ſinful manners calling "forth his ire? 


Ye Britons, view Mizraim's tenfold woe, 
Whoſe wealth and ſons conſum'd he as with fire. 


If you can ſpurn his yoke, tranſgreſs his laws, 
His grace, * his forbearance not improve, 


X 2 Cana 


+ Let the dealers in the Slave trade, and their partiſans view, in 
the late calamities and preſent flate of St Domingo, the diſpleaſu 
of Heay. 4 againſt it, apt what they have r 
holy Providence to dread. - * 


1 * evil: ſeck peace and purſue it, — 


P 
Can you fuppoſe, he will not plead his cauſe, 
Ner viſit guilt from his high throne above? 


Remember, Heav'n retains a vengeful rod, 
Tho* flow to ſtrike, yet ſhall not Kill forbear; 


To ſmite the poor is treaſon againſt God, | 
Prepare to meet Him, ſoon ſhall He appear. 


O Thon! by whom our King and Rulers reign, = 


Who haſt their hearts and councils in thy hand, 
To Freedom's cauſe their will obedient gain, 


And fave from meaſures. that may doom our land! | 


Nor let'th'oppreſs'd in vain for juſtice plead! 


 Avert, in mercy, Britain's earned fate, 
In rvin's paths permit us not to tread; 


Our Ifland bleſs, reftore our proſp'rous ſtate, | 


Throughout the whole of this Performance, the Reader 


will find ſuch a train of remarks as the ſubjecs under 


eonfideration ſuggeſted, expreſſed with that unſuſpicious 


plainneſi and freedom which g conviction of truth, and tf 


. right intentions, and a concern for the Honour and hape 


Pineſt of one's King and Country, are calculated to in- 
Hire, without having recaurſe to that caution and ambi- 


Fuity which, in deſpotic countries, are employed to elude 
re fealous eye of inguiſitorial power, having had no ap- 


rehenfions from that quarter in an enlightened land f 


| liberty. Theſubjed that expreſſes his ſentiments freely, and 


eandidly, either on religion or politics, bears havourable 75 
2 to the wiſdom and equity of the government un 


al be liver. That. he bas. always expreſſed himſelf 


in the moſ accurate and unexceptionable manner, he dces 


not pretend; for many things may need that cundor and 


_ feoing what 


* 
© 4 
* 


wourable comſfruction, which, every human production 
Je end ihe candid woull be always diſpoſed to give. 
Tb" the Author wwas induced not to prefix his name, 
to him to be foyndd on truth and 


equity, to ſpeak for itſelf, which might be NO: to 
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have led ſemetimes ts expreſs himſelf with oſs reſerr ; 


yet is he not conſcious of having advanced any tg 
becoming the 27 ian character and that ofa hoyal 9 74 


ect. The cauſe which be has, in 2 feeble meaſute, 
endeavoured to plead and ſupport, be is perſuaded, on 
the moſt mature refletian, is the cauſe not only of bis 
King and Country, but of Heaven itſelf, that will not 
always remain an unconcerned ſpectator; and that, 
when properly under ſtood, it muſt be fo viewed: "If 
what he has advance 1 be agreeable to the dictater of Trith 
and Fuſlice, to the verdi2 o which he refers the whale, 
let theſe plead for him: if not, he is willing to ferd 
corrected, — ot truth, and not forcible. meaſur 
to be oppiſed to ſoerulative errars or. miſtakes. . J 
knows no law, human or diuine, that he has tranſare/- 
ſed by his animadverſions on public meaſures, which, like 
a city ſet on a hill, caunct be hid; and if he have Truth 
and Heaven on bis ide, he may be leſs concerned who 
Should happen to be againſt | him. ©” He appeals to the 
judgment of his Country, whoſe kanour, peace and pro- 
ſperity, with the honour and happineſs of the preſent 
reigning Family, he has had always. at Heart. as Hea- 
ven knows, and his public and private conduct can at- 
7 r theſe engage his cordial wiſhes and daily pra 
5 fo to ee he dar e count Fu — 
ty, his property, or even his very life, dear 10 him. 
Ti paſſible for a mind, poſſeſſed of the leaſt ſenſebility, 
cleſely to review certain ſubjects, and not expreſs itſelf 
with warmth and feeling ? but this, ſo far from being 
a crime, is a virtue: fo or, faith an apoſtle, it is gaod 
to be zealouſly affected in a good thing. Where the 
glory of God, the happineſs of our fellow creatures, and 
the honour and proſperity of our Country are, or appear 
to be concerned, as in fat is the caſe in the Slave trade, 
and other ſubjefts animadverted on in this Tract, not to 
feel, would be a erime, little fort ireaſon again our 
common Nature, our Country, and our God, the great 
Father of all; and whetver — forbid-us to fal, or 
50 1 45 eelings and apprebenſions on theſe: ſubjefts, 
5 libel 2 all. bat lover bis King 
. 11 K & 0 and 


* 


( 246 ) 


and Country can view meaſures, which appear te him cal. 
culated  evertually to ruin both, and have already had 
that effetÞ iu other inflances, and yet remain indifferent 
and unconcerned? Such at view theſe in a different 
lizht, may enjoy their own opinion, but have no right to 
perſecute th:ſe who feel themſelves ot liged to be of another 
mind. The Author hath all along expreſſed his, ſentr= 
ments of public meaſures, and their tendency, as th 

came'm courſe, as to wife and haneſt men, who feel fer 
their Country's welfare, ſoliciting only a candid hear- 


ing, and it is their province to form a correſponding 


judgment. , what he hath urged be found evil, or 


juſtly cruſuruble, let them bear witneſs of the evil: but 
if found agreeable to fact, equity, and the Jaws and con- 
of his Cytntry, as felemniy ratified at the Re- 
volution, and, what if ftill more, agreeable to the un- 
alterable' laws of the God of Heaven, no Power on earth 
can poſſeſs a legal right to m:leſ?, far leſs condemn him. 
The Reader needs ſcarct be told that the late profecu- 
tions of ſome, fer preſuming to expreſs their opinion of 
public meaſures, amd their tes apparent tendrncy, tho 
fuch canduct might originate from a warm concern for 
the proſperity of the Nation, have led to the above chſer- 
vations, and in leed to ſubjoin this paper. Can we view 
the preſent diſaſtrous ſtate of Poland, and lobt forward 
to a fate of hoſtilities with America, and their probable 
conſequences, and yet feeb no jealouſy reſpecting our own 
liberties, our ſafety and continued preſperi q and inde- 
pendence as a State, while zur intimate coalition and ca- 
operation with the Powers concerned in the ſhameleſs ſei- 
aure and partition of that ill-fated Country, tem to be- 
ſpeak our approbatiom of that meaſure, umd tobile that 
meaſure is fo fraught with danger to the libertics and 
wery exiſtence of 2 Hates? Hut the tim of their vi- 


frtation draweth nigh, and the day of rerribution males 


haſte, -wwhen God (hall diſtribute {orrows to big CC 


mies, in anger and in fury, ard in furious rebukes. 


IW hen flates mate war amidſt debts, Funds, mottgages, 
4 MriHume remarks; and may we not add, amidſt 
ruined commerce and increaſing diſcontents, the cenſe- 
8 eee eee 
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quen nee muf refomble that of a cudgel OY” in a 250 


rep? Let in ſuch a ſituation do the lates of Europe at 
preſent wage an impolitic and unpopular war. H it be not 
% if. ve and our Allies have. juſtice on our fide, may 
Heaven that holds the ſcale of empire determine in aur fa- 
vou] but if the cauſe on our fide be unjuſt. in its com- 
mencement, or contiuu ice, auay we bs timely convinced 


that the blood [ fbed in it auill be found in our ſhirts, when 
God, according to his tbreatening, ſhall make inguiſitinn 


for blood. 


Tn fine, ſhald this Publication, 75 for as the Aue | 


is immediately concerned, be thought by competent judges - 


to contain any thing of a ſeditjous nature, the vertift of 


Reafon, Equity and Scripture being admitted, he pledget 


him ſel if openly ts ava it, not once e ſrinking. from a ju=—" 


dicious inve/ligation, leaving conſequences to Heaven.-- 
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